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"IS A DEATH SO XOBLS" 



mm u» **■»*# t mmgi . . , t* MM* 

MM Mfl vole® to M h*>.$r4 NMkl «*s 
frail ? fM feflit «cho of fwur v»ic«. MM 
H i thos« who MM Mf MM b® ** 

;-k- :.iLi^-. tc t". - u'4'.'i M:-( ,•;--.• v.-,,J. 
like fey t>«» HMM t u "**<-■'« s s , '*'=.■ us 

by Ywm ft***, M* fetet MM M MM 

■■; ■ -"• •: t ■■:.; .,;/ raisin t. < V^.r -.-..jier 

site ||lMfy« sad ptMlMMI li Mf MM* 

;..--,, 3mm Christ;* B»f Son, *M LmNU Asssn. 



|M MM r, | MM Ml about m MM Muartly 4eaX» with a M*MM*M* 
MM II U*», reca ?oi ••■• fti«t«r r«*. : it or >;^v« u it :■-. ' •• .' •■■- >• 

| Mftl MM**. fMN this M*«i4 •*« M*M "' I ■ MMMMM, M* M P^ 

MM |M E« It. «"< * v : '-' : ' ' ^ J M ^^ 5>f"#f*tery •tat*c*»te. 

I ¥iffi E ro cai»t with foj «b<mc Mf Mi MM**®« i« - e • »0 wu ■.---■ 
M was a ||Mj •». la **ct. I'« villi** to , <■« ri< J -sc :: . =isi >tf»: 
MM of Ml M »M MMMMl MMMi MM Ml N cias*-- •>'•■ - N ;:r*efc«»r 

than M**»« 

.,.;„, .,,.• - .. .-.. :«itb»rttelr *- ■ "^d for S«*M*M 

«*algaa»K>t. B« v««n't M MR that M c -. ■ : I ' I MM 

0,v.'^ j,,:5,:: ,',u. • *:ur .-it rir^ !.i* *- ?'«*« '«* ra i Mi MlM> 

v , 4 . ., .... M MM d MM M l M» M MUM* AM 

I ,, .- smi l«: e*#. ?nr so; '' "-■'? -'tro, '-.:.£ ; ■! '' -n '-'■• ■ '•■■■ 

cenvinc! =•- s'«- ■"-^•-' ■■'-:. *li '--■' ■•«■ '-Is n.s .'is v„*3,. , ,. . . 

Fcr MMJ MiMI MM* HM Lm6M M ■ MfMM PMJ •- Mfl*. S* Ml B 

■ ■■J IWffflpr ^ rii=* w*s art c: -,. 5 .ir* t^j rei ' -" - iml ' I - ; ! 

: , , r. e th* ens] o< t .:- I I ^3 MM •-' MM I MM I f< •*»« •»" 



>! In A Death So Noble' : (2) 



cause they were worn out, or they had lost the dream, or they had become 
unfaithful in the process. Still he remained as their leader. 

■.;., .:dmr forty years , earnestly following the assignment given, to him, 
he ca-.es to what looks like the grasp of all those years' earnings. He is, 
if you please, now brought to the edge of the Promised Land, ana God himself 
puts him down in front of it, ana God Himself says, "There it is! ?! 
...so God speaks to Closes. 
And the test — the 4th verse of tne 34th chapter of the Book of 
Deuteronomy. .. .a disappointing text, and if you please for some of you a 
real shocker, God speaks to his leader, to a leader of forty years; 
"Moses, I have caused you to s ee i t with your _eyes , 
b ut yo u shan't ,■- c «r. " 

Little did ray Sunday School teacher of years gone by, now of blessed 
-■■■''■ ore roalisfc w\ ftfi a predicament she put me when she introduced me to 
this part of the life of Moses. She told me that God had brought -oses to 
this point and then God had said to him, "You can't go over" — because God 
was punishing him, I. found myself in this very peculiar situation, ray 
choice was a very simple one: 1 either WM gels fc« g..:t -mad at her for 
introducing me to this facet of God's nature that I didn't want to accept, 
or I found myself getting mad at God for being the kind of a God who would 
keep a man in tow for four decades, and now bring olai to within grMf of 
what he himself had longed for,. .and then Gog say to him, "I'm asking for 
your resignation - - your service is noi-r terminated, There is to be first 
in command — • I've already chosen him. , , .he is.,, as of tomorrow, Joshua taiu M 
over." 

I want to deal now with twin truths. Neither one, I dare say, you'll 
like .....,« 
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One is s it could be, as the Bible itself pucs it, that God was balan- 
cing the books with Moses, thai: along the line Moses had provenh himself 
unfaithful, that aLeng the line Moses deliberately had indicated his lack 
of belief and trust in God. .And there are. those T Jho tell us that God 
eventually balances the books, God eventually gets even with those who 
don't measure up as He kiiows they could measure up, and who don't do what 
He knows they ought to have done, 

,:.;v..... . m oldfashioned way of looking at life, and I would suggest 

maybe an old-fashioned way of thinking? of God. But you can't go through 
the xiible with scissors in hand and cut out verses of Scripture that you 
don't like. The verse of Scripture remains. .And there, are other refer- 
ences to it is cue Old Testament, that God brought Moses this far, as far 
as He did, and said, "H« farther, Moses!' 

. . , ..because Moses had disobeyed, because Moses had shown 
himself an impatient person. 

tod not only that, there are those who maintain that God treated Moses 
the way Ke did because Moses himself had been caught up with the sins of 
his people, and even a leader has to pay the price of involvement and re- 
lationship with unwilling servants of the Lord. 

You may not like to think that this is true And yet a cold, realistic 
reading of life Itself maintains that every now and then there is evidence 
that warrants our accepting the fact that we never quite have done with the 
mistakes of the. past,-. Or if we. don't others don't. I'm wondering which is 
the greater tragedy, that we ourselves should limp along through life, de- 
layed, deterred, because of mm error of the past, of which we ourselves 
are quite aware. .»«*** because we woujO km k audi capped, remorseful as we 
are, because other people will never have done with our past. God Himself 
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feaowsl MMf PMMjMMi MMf* NMMH MM situ»ti«m if sral* MM) NMML if it 

•MM ON f«r the £«« teal oth« MMM&I won't fMMjftf. MM tftia i» d »«a of 

<&• 4««£y-® MMJMMM ol IM« It ®«r WllMiiilliiiliill MMM MM MMMfM — Us* 
li NMMM Ml bi&tliMi HmM s«*s# ptepJLe tonic IMMMftt HMMHji tmlv 

rmatmn, fcecsissa* «»£ »?&;§** i*n4i««***.:ia« f iMMMMf Ml sosse MMMMt Ml MMJMMMM 

AMI MM ;I;.;H MMdN it pMMMUM^« IMI Ml H : I for yau «■* itV» HI 
MMMMt of a,n S MMMHM**t HMMMMMaMtf Midi • pMMMMMMAi MM »a* * MllTMT 
slty stt^eat, MM MM c«£h8 MMl MM MMM M) MM MMMMN ; 'th# HWMMM HMAJ 
M»9«t life i« a* It, ril»t«fe«* MM £aiiu*«* MM MHMI £«*$&MH8t. s ' 

. ».'»h* M^, ; ^eiij I MM MUUli y MM |MM • MMNM. MMM in 

life, y-.x MM MVM g« ..-:, .- ::-;.... .■--.>,. HMMI UM MHM B» Mlffe! 
<»»«, f*tt* 111* It s?** afr.es det*swi&Rtd by e&jMI £*sl** MMM« a fm 
f«ll Mi MMM tm'x ia HMMMttSifcl lily, yen am mm MfHMMMMl Am MHMNHI 
¥iw> £&il*4 18 t&st MMt of r^cpfiaaifeiiit?. M MM MjMMMMMMlM/ ttfSI 

atver iMM If I - . | MMMM HMM MMI MM tiMUjIfllilimg * 

*!f MMl mm** 8b* ««&»& m m *H/t *y^fe can HJ| p MMM a*w! IMS »j 
at iMM ;.'-.;:ie»lsr point, kll fHN MHMH MHi lift! has Ml be 6ft%t#» 
MfMMf in sos® «f#&tv.. If MHC I taH%m* ». . 
MMV MM MMMIi 'khMM Ml MU HMM MUMMMft, MMl *l*.;ee Hi &U MOM 

MM wwsuj; MMM MM sine® *»* all do aissteyai :. ti gji MMMM iw> &U MU 

Ml MHH« 1 oust M H tttOT M, An world im ftU Ml ws Ml just a ««i<?s«/, ; 
:. •• gMj -• aa iHMMMHMIkSM, MM^MHMMI r*in Ml « p»MMM «- • 
;::t.wm®r& ©■? MMl mM i WiMiMiHi,<iiiiJUii IhMmm , « . Si 
»«*MtiMMfl MMM «>aa MS JMHMJ M*«M MJttH s-c* e? ..-.,.-, i;>;; .,.;-: • . t -v'?r. :- 
Ml ©emit fchut MMM Ifl MMM HH MMM pm&3#* MM savsr agMMl MM Ml aw was. 

HI «i£MSi«m HMM MMHtHi HI it was, Tltg fr«M»t «&4 th* iMMMt is MMM 
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m * ■ • H t*« *a«t. Oh, Un it be cl**rly ea4eirst«ea, '- < £o*j ... 

•ianatr. Trier* 8. ..- M m fMMtfM about MMt ■ |M MmmNM MM 

heart, &, | KM i £ M* MM* |«| MM M MhmII «MMM Mi awcy Ml 

MMMfMMMM Ml MM sinful (MM That's why Mat MMIH MM] MffMN 
pftttMMi Ml Mm !*a«m* »f Frank Serehaa emul4 writ© M Mil vbm Ml MaMMM 
MM IM fttMMfal Son, «...«&<{ Ml »*i<i it If Blvtght tr> MMd I Ml Ml I 

3oiein f . wh#a MM MM IMMMM* it's «&t*gM to e^haala* MM* MMMMM truth. 
Ml MM*t MMM — MMI is MMt t«va i« MM *M iWMMj MMN MM | I | 
who wImhs ttegf -. : of the pr»<il*al »&a csttldn't smjaiea, MMaM MMf Mi 

to ct««i wtth the cen*e^«®a«»* •£ MM MMMMMt* 

' ;! - il ■"-■ — ■■■'• Nrt ** MMMMMf u* thmu&n MMt iaasoa MMI Ml 
dee* a»t fai^al* k.ct Mm il . j | ;.ali cases0rt„ I jitspf^s** ta tmst ©I U 
helieve that tim •hea&d rwm a Mhar Is this way. It serves ■ tmrfoae „ if Ml 
M MM* MflM* MMtt MMf MmMMMM JWS md I fill e& NMMJ . li* mm 

eire«*&pee?:ly if m IMMM Mlf MMMMl MMt My M Md MJP out we're iMllTlll 
Ml MM IMMM fc&M .;,■;:■'..■ ^ili sat fSMftiU 

Or paa# |i §g ; $j -.;- >- ; . ■ KMMt M iMMl I wrs>te !>r pM| 1 raaetftfcer >/hst 
I g«eaer®4 §rm MMt church of St. M| MM IKtgM in MM ■lUlmflll MM M 

to* M M»i MMfM to* wsatiso Mhhm aHtoMy efMf * i n? i ■.... mi 

MMM a** ■mftlg • wine #1« M*M HUM IMOTWiad (rtWMH MMMl 

■• :> I : ■ ingniitmapi of Mf y«ee#rd*y 
SMiiA «lw afcr«c«us* of MmMHMtr* 
Lay #tross;; MNfOlttf t tWMM I t»f jmtfWM 

M»*« ■ UmMi *l ■•,-• MNm •, ml iMn psat 

:•.: £| .:,..;■ siilays ti mm»in» M Mt 
Mitf la t»j* (sm r imt nwi'PtiWf of ftyevt. 

jrk (M with ijaciffiac^,, t-v ,.. 

*«* - ; .--' lg> -■■■. i&g b«U rt« » MuiSJ Mnr« 
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I tftMl I VMMMi to d*«l with twin MMMM« Tnis Ml MM Ml MMM th.»t 

tb« pent MMtiMMM t« MMM 183, to ^»it «*, «nd Che e«c«tif?n?rae*t§ tfcfMI to 
MI p*id* 

&»<i the ascend is Ma ** «*»4 ?»« vms*t llk« it «ay setter MMH I 

flMMl Js can Ml M4d N* «3L) of as» a© waiter when we ■ .:'.■■: - f.c- ;■■.;.■•,=- er --rl 
i»ur 11 f#, we will aesi* toce«fiI«t«If . tWU is ©»« ©f tts® thing* the* HaMNM 
IfeMM Mai la Mac* MWM hi* IWi) he MM it Ml ■ tftMMMl w*y HM» i"«fe said, 

*4 «SB 4#a« MtJU CO t#i»*ii5Slj#t th*S tafi« ..■:..' SO*?.;? ., ..iivv- tafit ::C ; -:s..* tt! i'i.iV(J 

to wi>Sinieh*<f ts«eltt<t8#*" whether * &ss ilee* to fee 30 or 108, £9 eli like- 

ilf*$j©4 b#*8 &>£#, M MmM MMl ov«r te>r iey* ©f btl fMHM MM fefifcit MmM MM 

of the tfijaf* tlsjlt Mi eMMMd M f«t i©8« Ml MR -' gttiti ■>■;: i»se. Gaiy on* 

HMi MM MM UwM *•;. ; >li M cist *&£ **?, "It: 1* ftnieherf.'' RMMJ is 

always 6t*« 3»ee«S l tut *m raisk v« <v. -. j . : tike «> -:fi^e *!«!« Mttf Ml MMtt*t M* 
iMM I 

,:>:;t b;« ti'ii ■ • '-.-'it et)«H Hf tW&WUi J*v MM*** o«e of Vf MMWRiMMi 

frieaes MM8 MMV4 M ■ MMMHrMMi* My MM it the. eriatia MittMl* 

i:*. r.: : 3*i - : :■■>' .-'ie-«» Ml sot -, ./-•:'- i**- "•■;..-•. ."'w. : ' ••? :• .■.-■•. . --rPi , ,. , t\ . : 
k* ■»»•! MjMMtVI M MMHWM BnMMMIi *4ritiBg »f *M » is R §•**•*• JNMM - 
,.-;-. pg ■■■.- MMi Mi Mtg Mfcti MMi Mrf leettMij U'»at MM** and i-lv;; R&t Iff* 
j^t&ltio?; ^**» M MBM |4*8 I :.?'.- ,-"- ■,■ te&tM I MMMl MM Mti*t c 1 '-: : I 

All Ml : 'i« ^^^ th«< -:t-.li NMM Ml Mtl MMM««*«* 

»•««$«§ KM iMl MMtfft MM Ml BlM : I : ■- ! ' kMl life, tli« MMfM ) ^ ; "' 
^»eiBf. e%ss«>. Hm . Mnni ^f |MM»d M Mmm -.vx ■:..,-:■.:,.«.> the 

fMMl sts^ps for • IMMMNW MM hmn MWMIf M lMwt» ♦ * »%W»< I t fWtg 

Ml Mtfj MMH |M* i- : - »••»•!» MMMM Mm Mmj Mm* ■-■■■>?, «ll 
s®t to MmM •fCMMlai Mm hmm 4«y. tej •■"-"■'■' " : -'- ; ^' : MM »1mm»i 
It «*» «ll tluiv* tfit&ta r«s«n! Ufa e«i .'.t*> m that &?sy» «* 
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Mil I MM |Mi MM far you. tftis MOMM <so#»i&'f: Mi sc MM MVM« 

f-ar ft* t&Ag 'p#l»t. C*ne Um M MM life MjHttlMltf . Mi #ae say MM fee 
*4mlt tft«t it aj ■ . -at in God* a sii-hs, «M taMM of 

M*ft» le CjSs: S« 4t«4 at ft fMtfefftl MIU«(*M IMi *ft » ssaa **%«» r«£fe#eii 

MM HM1 MMiM M to >»Min MM HMM ?sas twrtwd to Gk»*3 «.i« allm/mi C®4 

to tMltUfi MM MJ Ml mtill in the i^riae of lif« f MM ?««r« M MMl* 

MM MM *f ■ a«a*s life, Ml| M Ml MAS M 4i#;s, feat tegw ba &*■ 
•— • M & £«*&£«&* tfuiJCJUig WITWBt of th« L«£ri. ?<>.< ; *•.,:>-.;■ ■: of ., ... ::.,'«= 
lit* I* B®i b&ew Car "ae :-:*«. g; uh- - -.-. ag^i 1 Ml a e&rt'is MM M Mt ItTOiftW i« 
M£M fo« is £«wMf M £!*•• Mi Ml'l m MSMtt why Mi »sw*fc J«au® 

'."■■rise fti&Mj Mi MP« M * : ««t gspci; Ml M« Mi M aiw«f? peiftt ua- In ta« ri&ht 
dirfect.iaa, U«r*?lv; Lies sue '&ie«#«: ! .;■ ->4> tlifit o»itrs, t«», ;.•.-;;. ■ .,-: * ■.. - .■• 

■ 1 



Prayer - Pastor Raymond Shaheen 

January 2, 1972 



YOU ARE A GOOD GOD, You are a great God. 

You are great in Your goodness and good in Your greatness, and 
we receive the benefits of Your grace. Thank you, Heavenly 
Father, for what has come to us in this time we have spent' 
together. 

if want to thank you for those who prayed that the Holy 
Spirit would be upon us as we gathered in this place. We 
want to thank You that our minds have been made free of 
evil thoughts. 

We want to thank You for those who have been made sensitive 
to every good thing that we've experienced. We want to thank 
You for those who, once the time has been spent, will go their 
way, empowered, enabled by the Holy Spirit to live effectively 
as Your servants in the world outside. 

We want to thank You, Heavenly Father, for this church, for 
those who are faithful to its" teachings, for those who support 
in every way and embrace and respond to the challenge, in this 
day and in this place, to live according to Your way. 

We want to thank You, Heavenly Father, for those who when they 
come this day to this place, come with a new-found joy, and 
they acknowledge Your hand . . . 

(incomplete tape) 



MMM - Pastor Rav2«m< J I fc-MMW 

The First Sa aday Af f * . gay. __._ _. liE*?5SL,t^ilI?_ 
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rb?««ch Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 
*«r Lord. teen. 



la a M> a MM"*4MlJ hour conference the oth«f aijht wit:-. Cue MfiMMf 

nmm, m . v J I m» Ms tMJMim wmmm m m pImmii mi ■*• immi 

scat-*.ul« •-- ye« ; - .... *&**.; uv c,ui..cLiy -■■ for *:« LMM1 1MB All tl Iff 

mmm twlMly. mmj* mHi Jmc hM *mi * it;; CMrlMMiii j " cnt wil1 

b* u?ea a® before we kuow it. Ml MM* M* M* MI* ^'" r - Ml IMMMM* 

y«s spctnt setae ti*« iMMffl MM*M characteristics Chat MM* M M 
true*- M MWMM l<M»« ...• MCI M Ml«Mll ■ •■ . I Ml whatever 
,..-,: :i , ; ; ; Un had to be sottethiap. that would MM*] MMM 

•;;,,,;».,.?• ,li, ... '■ , : . ■ L ^ Z.l : '. i" ^ COV.sUeiVCi tile "'i-.^SSi t? '-" V*3.i ' t.Ss >- 

sira-,IiitT of having the devotion- MfMH M <- : : MM M MMM#M M«fcl 
Eg, , 7||S p&U lit I, M then we reflects MM M I M l -■ rf ui * I MM MM 
was given ftMt HM ■ leMMlM MP** M Mi IMllM M MMM that MM 

T^c,.. fro., u:./., ^tM - J U*or ->'*1i. ^. -: ^.aizim V^tor I. 

very stWO> : ? t-:.,t .,, ,,;,:» r ,U<Vr : ; *0 iur!>V. tb,= t -^-tlr.«.W 

MMV« Ml MtM sbooXd it be? 

■MM MM cm speak M Ml N MM in M I §> MiMi If I - »*• |M ' 
MB of certain MMM1 » M* MM MtM ** MB M* I «MM - Mh 

,. ,, ...... j ,. ■; , it §m il> MM MB i MJMtiM MM M » 



I w* iliddesi sss of God' - (2) 



(MM - el k$s touring £*■*» free- tlM us til 9tO0, we K&g&ft husv* a gcmeral 

NUw cctitle-i '. .i«t You Ever W«ated to Know About Christianity, iut 

'"- ''-^ exalt It iwriU l veil Ml that even now, if the- occasion 

:-::J tUaw it, ye* vrouid ye iavitad to |MM W$ am'' •:~iu •- rsaklp Ml 
freely aaae the things about the Christian faith that MM lm*l quite under- 
stsrui. . • * , .or one d ;ht slip tsow a lit en thin ice and suggest — t.;at you 
■ ,:ar if you really tUM* K* he 11 eve thea in order to be saw* 

fetofte Am Mm pum MM) put the questles, whoa !M*« fol.1 that he c>. \: 
ask is „ a... -a. U .;.,;.. 

, . .since I M*t BMlisW Is tiM virgin birth, will 1 he saved? 
........ ISM to believe Itt the Trinity; -■ wouldn't ir; M 

a lot MM&MS to say you MriUUHM la 8«4, serto'.;" r'usji. 
... o Jews do it that way a,/u they have no nmnpltt Itltmill 
M^MMMMSNHP* ...but JNW trial tart «» Christians e*MM along sad 
you say, "God tea father, God the Ben, See 1 spirit" 

. havs cv •:■■: ■:..::.. : '/a u. t./utt" 
Caaaees MR ■; MM ftm time to ttM>, It the quiet of your 

OMi soul, save. S:. : ::-. ._ ,••; stiati -;o back a :> : fsrtSl H&*M the MHfifMl v.:' fMM 

wi-.v.; j'c-r alfclai you have yet M £ftf vfeal Lghfc he a satisfying aoaver* Iffril, 

at any rate* anticipate fefea beQ.ias.iag »i MM* ■ MMMM asd the first Bui 

nesday algM MMM M*il be -.loin;,. *&•* sett ef thin;.; — ''All tfefti You Ever 
BMMaai to Kmw Immh i rlatiaaity ... km AfwaM fto I &* 

lot Ittgf ;,::r'.:;r.; that Session the ©that sight, 1 west you to km* the 
sersosa SShjuiai l e Em ir..y was Ml the so-called drawing MNMi* It hears the 
title, "fhe M^eone ss oj .fjod** Aa<r * fc ^^ 3 * 8 MMMtMMf, IMtt irritates an.: 
WRM a ausber of peoples 

HM fact that Sod is MM always clearly se«» 



... .: -mess of God" (S) 



— the fact that Cod's voice cannot always be hc;v. 

-■- the fact that God's will cannot always be made known..,*. 

■ '■■ .-' ■-..■:■ ^.y .'•■'>■ -, i ■- J, t .-„■ ., :iO v.,::/ :'...;..■ i'.mlXf I CCSU8 to v.:'- ... . 

warning inspires, and encouraged to talk tc asj* About this business of a Got 
who hides hlsssslf. 

Bo I have to tell you what I hooe kfct.1 fMJ sense by this tlsui, la. 
there's no quest loo in ;. y :-;.ir>-J aMmt fee reality ef God, HMM) if absolutely 
M question i,:. > .'-;,;■: c .... V -"M: :■->*■■ ' :;v r-,~ .-sustained and stsbili.se..; 

in tfcjjl fcmlanM a •£ living by the fact of fa*t< Km it MM President of Yale 
•I IVr«N« I'vr ■"■.;■■■; Mm which, who setae MNM - ■ :■ ,.;'•.: HM nwtlj I Sttttft 

fJMMt Ml educated or a seature person is tfet fa*l KM* he's able to speak Hm 
Bean of Go-- 1 -;-( ran iftMMtt an;" -■■-. *wt hesitatioa. It is C k who ■ Ives 
»e«nin:; to am Uwii ■ \* i Miff is a fcaa JLatel rl <t -when he hWjI ... ..-is 
|jt$tf£»£8 is the letter that t revr'. la you. that when >Mfll give if 0M&1 
faith in ftMt| NMM they M longer believe in §ee% &oa can life itself 

have sny MM&lttf whatsoever? "Hie IfKtXa hoy who fm M2J *it& KjHMM 

(MBit siumblin; g yut over his lips Si he offered his ftifhtij cay&r, "fi God — 
and you be sure t I ■ care of yourself because if anything 'happen.* to you, 
we're all ptttej .-i tuck f. ... -the little bey was speaking as trwthfnlly 

as anyone can cpetak. It*t kin toffs sf 9*4, you MM* that resale® essential 
and ueee3S*ry for as.. 

MM 1 have to ask you,, ss IVm asked ayself,, since this is true, «MJ 
then do we have If M M litwtttaw IMIfff new and then when God seeiae 

i&x. wmi/ft vhMI it seesas absolutely .impossible to hear hie voice, to tost s3M 
gentle fMMMMM ■"■■'. I MM IMM MM ifott&dksr? Bfep is this true? II IN is 
the essential for oar existence? 

As yon read the Psalssa you MM* that M W than one psalsdst had to say. 
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I m m* mm 9 Md Taou <io*c net «,«,,." You say r^er M», M 4 
■MM *•*• M* HIH Mt t;,« t M Ml I social SP ot I. fe*<« , A j , , , : , 

MMM, beloved prophet, fti Mb M* M» K tM 43th copter of 
Ml MftM*, pMM M*M as the MM Ml Mi MMJ*. cc- P ! Ml •., 
Hi adiattt^: 

l*I*iXi y*» «• ; 3 Qe<i vhe hi des yourself 
You **y want to MM! MUBMti p bit Ml MM I Mil you , Ml call M 
your MM*!***, MM MM MM MMM, tfcMMt 1 la ,„■ : ,, ltw> ^ . 

upon th* rr 58Sl ,r.;,, -,,. ,..,,,, £!u; , wUi ,,, te ^ era£ , untii _ ^ ;; , 
M«M *M Ood, iay God, why Mm y OU forsaken «f" 

»...as MMl ;•:-. M »*y, 
***** * r€ ? m v- •- coa't ymi s;;o* u*>? 

— let me feel yo ul - hesia, lee sse heai your mice — " 

°-" iv l6 S ' ' U u " - VUiV oi ' ™ t« ^ «l>ie to ,,,.,ir t)4 «i; Mtttl «« ft* . - 

•ftsr, God g-.c.ti--j f-::. ^. .- :,-..;: - -,..,, ,«-,.,. ,. j: - .^^ , 

««»vh«t'a ,0,, ... ■■ . ; , ,,,. , :>u , ^ f .. i . p! CJ ^.^ 

ocr oorf « t ,o Mac friers r, MtiM, has a MMj on M|M M£M*«J ~ Mf 

" rr -'' ■' ''■ •■ ' ■■■■ ' '.. ..Vj CI s ■ 

*■ ' — '■ I KS, e«i»l :v;?o mdv.;. 

...there «r fe ti S e 3 t yov ,-,, , ..., r,,,,. r . ifi UiU ... -p . . ., ..,. r;t ., JO; , al - 

MMt. ediBle it! Gnat's tfl be said MlM it? 

H*n, tllia too = ■.,-, 3P r «!>«■« ::,, ^ ,,,, ;a - V#U . ,.„ ^^^ ^^ 
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■t IM * MM. * » rtth a bi. : l i£ht . - fiiybe it ycaXd ^ a lot ea9l#r 

i mum m ■» u * «,„ ^ s , c „ tin , u , dcwa <>r B .^ ^ 

ffV " ;: "" ; ■'*■'■-•■'■■■■'■•*:■■:- -«^Urv.,,-r. .,--,.:. •..,,,. -^i I .-v^ht It. 

U mm he, yoa , £a> that ttw fault 1. not vita Gad m* tf |«M la with 

' ' : taultl ' ; ■ ■ • **«*• to Mi foeeaaa* we ar, HMMI :, > «, J ; , 

mtm* * <i«i*. m» ** ■«, mm .m * m«m * wUl ^ ^ Jt8£<sralag 

tna will o; -:-,.. m £ a Ufa, it is as stsuai* M *n i^ * > -. 

" * xl "* - v! ■ >l I I — »**•« - Ug I I .-;..- i m, if im oar- 

" iV " S a ° " ^ ' - **»*^ ol.«*v :t ( f,:.. .;,, ., u ., Uon lvx v , icli . 

MMMftWH au8®iy M mi MMM** to fc*4«j MM* «v are * fc«\ 

Nu»*« • mm * !■*»»»» m*« »«d to P «„i. ** *, t tMnK IH| be .. 

HMM*J |g IllfllilliiHiifl, m MMftt .:■ : ft 0ft . *j « || .,, , fiS , 

•-- ■ the Los-4 whiU- ta *a? be I | 
Mil ye «|*i [« while la la'ne,?- , 

%N» W we are, M a*M tit* IMMH of MM spirit* the O^^tl Mtt, when 
thai:* |*0 Umb becaua* tafli « « -il# tt »i r^d* eaa i e r for M ta ft* I • 

' ^ ' "- ' - --' - -- -«i -■■.■- I M«U ^ |M I^Mtt* w sre . ^ . „ - 

' ;; - t b '--—- '- *-' '-■^:^ ,r iu «m hHM MUHtion. - i ' i, „ o£ £c; ,. U: ,,, 

is always callin,, to .,, I ,;,, ;. ■, ,, ,. t .,_ . J; . , . . . _ ^ ; ^ 

••ndins out i, ,. | :on8, 0- . r,;,i, , r ,=,., ,,, . ,-•,,, ? ,_-. ^^ . . , 

1% sot so auns that I subscribe to MM nMtet MMM we MM ■ U I don't 

think that any *« «. a . - ■. -. , . , | ^ ^ MVfcr . ; g ,. |f fa 



■ : . ennfifa C £ Hoc"' * r '■ 

rank pr^ti.n for a aft » ^ x ^ ^ 

j.it co tj, a «mtr«ry, itS 
:'••!« who fi«4« us! >.,. t ^ a ,,„ ,,„,„, „, 

' ■' ' m -^.l»f M4lM?Mftk», i£' e flM -^ , 

w - K#»« S 1 W «„ e<: , ft, -— 

«* If o„r hvM, it,,it*tie RSf « don't 
tfftftl h «,, 3e «, ft, b a c«,*> ^ ft fo ,, 3 ^ r||L 

I could also aaKcest fcc v>« iks* *•, ■ 

^" , ** *"• ••" * —Km nM pcrh«t* why «*| 
•Mttfift. ■ h, ft us m „ , f 

■ v ■• should alloy fl— gjf to 
withdraw- for a sao*Mi *■ a .-,?.*„». 

, I tf* ft* w .uichlv, if ta -lw , m m sUuatioa 

.***. it seg«r ? ttrt *„., withrf , 

*-*.« t.i«it ovi faith say gwm gad 

******* m mm yo: ; mf m mh ft c . sl „ {^, 

•*■ ' •" - ■ - mi ***m mm* mmmU 

nth the iiaatin •-•,-; >, ■ ...?..„ 

u »«»*•»■• 1 MM Ami MHTlV this - n t> > ■ 

v ' ,iS ■B»| IV* was fto IMMM 

«-i,»- M , wtK , r , rW[rn! r .,. . ;; . =v ,._,, ; _ ^ 

* - ta •.., i., ,, t ,.. r , , U ||||< n<wIt , s 3tabui ^ ;i ^ 

I « v.. » Mm thi, hi, s ,, . , 

w „*. c.i*c maybe, we would .-). ave 
-*** •*«*»* M~**H ft • ft**, syft£effl _, thc _ 

*-'"* «rst la ssy kaa»l«4f( that 

* ^^^ ■"■ * "W -Y it, bttnit mhm |« m *d b. . 

a~ coaid 1>e a ?enr aalvtsrv thin, 

— —. .«M-»-m.^H MM «- ., llSlrtUw .. - :ln . 

....tw» .. M*t I nm, h , Jt .,,,,,,,. . ,. ^ 

r *" ** nxx ...... m. ... thr« ■ l« , ; if 



ttot fowr* , 



•' ■- - 



^i,...is.„c.xoas, fee c— ':--:>px"eciato 
l !iia as w»w n*y« r ,.,..,, - .... , jlllii|ii||, 

*u«« . ... t , r , u , , ,. vi m ;i ^ 

i ■ *Hi uuf. suu MM, M MM the sua 



I ■- una 
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rise. So I remoter Mt, Niesser. (?) , hard by the Swiss village of (Tune), 
In the rooming, just for a little while, we saw the sun (A**, luen the clouds 
settled in s and I could not sec the Jun*frau in the distance. But I had seen 
the Jungfrau, but teonentariiy no.; it was hidden fro ff view. I would have been 
a fool to have talked away and said, :! Xt is not there.- So for whatever reason 
may sees, reasonable to you, there may be Events when God appears to M hidden 
froTB our view. And that could be our opportunity to trust Mr, and to believe 
that his goodness does not fail. 

I used to think that it would be a wonderful thing to have lived when 
Jesus was here on earth. Then I'd have no r-tS:. , ,, , ; fait :,5 j eSil! , WO uld 
always be there to consfort rue, to re-assure rae . There wouia be no doubt about 
it limit he was 'Very God of very God, begotten, not maue, being of one sub- 
stance with the < ither ., . . ' : 

...well, I've been disillusioned, as I are sure you have been, 
because I read rsy Bible, and I remember that Mm and time again 
Jesus had to shake those people up, who were standing right alongside 
of gift, and say, "ffcy H*M*t you believe me? %y can't you see?''' his 
dearest friend, John, had to aealt, "Why there stands one ■inliia, you — 
rij-ht now —• and you can't even see hie*. You don't know who he is J" 
God is to be understood by faith. Maybe in the dark night of the soul we 
could spend our tine far better than complaining against God that we can't 
see his, to the end that we ought to prayc "ISgSSJgJ W§ faith T 
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lion Meditation « Pastor Eayaond Shaheen 
Aaaiy«gB»ry jSaadtty p ^ | January 16, 1972 ^ 



The meditation on this Cotsrmjnion day is of necessity • brief one. It 
will last for about five mf awjiif . 

Christians are p.reafc on touching one another. Mbere the practice, ever 
developed, I sunpose it could bo traced back to the fact that when our 
Blosseu Lord was hare on earth there wore people who felt that they would be 
improved spiritually if only our Lord could lay U* hand upon th*»n. You Mp 
renesber there's a passage in Scripture that says, "They brought fwm§ chil- 
dren to him" - - - if only He E&ght touch then..,. 

...preachers sake a habit of greeting their people, either 

before or after the service, by touching them -- - that's right;. 

l>y shaking their hand.... 
When the church was young, would you believe it, that they wrote into their 
ritual, and a very Interesting practice it was, the 'kiss of peace' ■— when 
Christiana gathered together, even M a part of their worship experience, 
they embraced one another, they kissed one another. 

1 do not think it an indiscreet Slttftf for sse to tell vou that mtnetltms 
when adain is Serine the Sacrament, ay eye falls down to the Coraiunion rail, 
and there I discover occasionally, only occasionally, a iaan and a wotaan te-u ..■.'■- 
ing one another ae together they approach the altar to receive the Sacrament 
.....or it may be a mother and a. daughter touching one another as they receive 
the Sacrament. 

This gives se cause to ponder, and I wonder, what does this rsean? There 
are those who would say they have a relationship with each other as they SON 
to receive Communion. • .Sastuunion is mm* thing not only with God but with one 
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another, I would like to believe that as they touch one another, there is an 
indication by this gesture that they need one another, and that whatever 
blessing one person receives as he coses to the altar, as he touches another 
person, the blessing that he receives is poing to be channeled into that 
person's life as well. 

Do I have to remind you that when our Blessed Lord first shared the 
sacred seal, 

it was on the night when He was betrayed. They were not per- 
fect people. They brought to that sacred aeal that night all of their human 
frailties. They were sinners. In the company of those who surrounded that 

sacred table was a betrayer. in the company of those who IMS tc that 

sacred table was a denier. Every single one of then because a person who for- 
sook m» and ran away. They brought their limitations. 

Nonetheless, the Lord Jeous Christ stayed at that table, he did not deny 
then access. Rather, lie raust have encouraged the® tc coiae in their weakness 
that they might receive from Hi© strength. 

Must I tell you this corning, those who were there at that table were a 
limited company - - our Blessed Lord did not go out into the streets of Jeru- 
salem where there were many people and corral tbeffi in and say, "Come on in — 
we're soinv to have quit* a supper and you should be oresent." There were 
only twelve people around that table beside Ma....... if you please., they were 

a United corapany. They were the. ones who had committed themselves to Hi*, 
They were the ones who called Mm Lord and Master ~ they would be His servants. 
But they were imperfect. They were sinners. 

If I had one ascription to be given to people who approach the Taftle of the 
Lord.. I would say, U M &W fti«— f OaJT . And as we coxae to the Table of the 
Lord, directly or indirectly touching one another, we are indicating that with 
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our strengths and weaknesses, whatever they Mf be, we are humbled before 
the presence of the Lord, Mindful of our limitations, T Ie gives Hiinself. 
And that's why as a bunch of sinners we keep coming back, because we need 
to be replenished, we need to be strengthened, we need to be nurtured. 
The person alongside of you, in front of you. behind you this day — we ail 
stand on the same ground. None of us is perfect. 

Late this afternoon as I shall drive to Gettysburg, where tonight and 
three nights of this week I'll share in a preschiiv v ission in Adams County, 
I'll have good ana fond memories of Gettysburg because there 1 spent three 
exceedingly wonderful vears in my life. And when I get a chance to go back 
to the Seminary, I'll thin'r of the Chapel where I used to receive the Holy 

Communion and I'll think of the Ken with whom I went to that altar — - all 

of us a bunch of sinners, whom God saw fit to use in His ministry. All of 
us whom God sees fit to use — a bunch of sinners! — who are being redeemed! 
— and strengthened — and saved for a purpose. 

And that's the history of this congregation as we remember it this day; 
a steady stream of people through 32 years who have gone to the altar and 
have returned, replenished, strengthened, nurtured to hold aloft the banner 
of Jesus Christ. May the strength that they knew be vouchsafed to us. 



(transcribed as recoro.ee) 



Sermon -- Pastor Raymond "haheen 
Janua ry 30, 1 972 



Septuagesima Sjunday 
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Through Jesus Christ, Thy Son 
onx Lord, Amen. 



Most of us are people who are always having something happen to 
us. Maybe it's something big; maybe it's something little. Maybe it's 

something good maybe it's something bad. But generally speaking, 

most of us are people who are always having something happen to us. 

Unsettling as it say be, that's precisely what makes life inter- 
esting. But life was never scant just to be something interesting. For 
those of us who are believers, life was always meant to be something spiri- 
tually significant, to which the e t e rn a 1 d imens 1 on could always be added. 

How having said that, let ne. read for you the text for today's 

sernon. It's recorded as the 14th verse of Psalm 115: 

"I will pay ay vows u nto the Lord now, 
in the pr esence of a ll h is people . 

These words are spoken about a man who had something happen to 

him. And because something happened to him, he realized that the thing 

that happened to him wasn't the important thing as much as what he would do 

with the thing that happened tc him. I presume you're as curious as I am— — 

what do you think it was that happened to him that provided him with such a 

traumatic experience? As you read Psalm 116 in its entirety, you ! re caught 

up with the fact that it was a terrible thing.... he keeps talking about the 

fact that he almost died. ...he keeps mentioning the fact that the snares of 

hell almost caught him. . . . .he talks about, in his despair, crying out to the 
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Lord. 

It must have been a pretty bad situation, ho bad chat he honestly 
believed that tnere wasn't a thing that he could do about it, and that he'd 
have to look for help. You can understand that, can't you? Granted you 
and I have auy amount of length of years, we inevitably will have a skirt 
with death before we die. And if it comes any time soaner than we think it 
ought to corae, chances are we'll cry out and lament and say we're too young 
tc have anything like this happen to us. lt s 3 unfair! There are sc many 
things we want yet to do, . . . , , .and then in our anguish, we cry out for some- 
body to help us. We may not know who or what, but at least we're willing to 
believe that it's soiae thing or HMM over and above us who ought to get 
into the act. and do something in our behalf. 

Now going back to the chap with whom the 116th Psalm deals , what 
do you suppose it was that happened to him? 

...let your imagination have free course for a mftiwomrt' . , 
do you suppose he had fallen down a well as he was 
traveling along in Palestine, and then he found himself 
in that well, in its darkened depth, and for maybe 24 
hours at a stretch. ..43 hours maybe — two days., two 
nights without anything to e<at s In a cramped position 
...his nostrils being filled by the stench of an unused 
well.. ......the anguish all the greater because he can 

hear people up there going by, and they don't hear hiis 
when he cries out for help. «»•«».«• , and maybe he has the 
added torment of all of his life passing in front of hire 
now, when he's faced with the terrible, prospect that this 
could be his kind of death. ,....»«»,. 
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I mm? a ^wsaa for vhoia I have the kinheat regard , a very 
person, in life In M&M in MMMf an4 d«*p«t HMMMj MNMMM she MM 
•II 0M a w«U, *ud eh# IN cried Mfi MMl aHe wee rescued, MMl li 
yew «*?«>«• it *a® the MMl cUle MM - so such eo &«t he h**i co Hf 
ttot s»d honestly believed MMl ftelp Mill MMl I 

MMM vea ■ parishioner e>£ -oure feacl 1b ^rmaylvenia who loved 
M fisa MM £0 8«c. MM-tWr he was Hshio S *»t msiEinv, E can't quite re~ 
Mober aow. M« e* he Ml MMl to MMM yo»4*r ■MMsMMHMM, he MwMMl 
auc '-vo'K.? Mia >,,.- - ;-.,o«iii*«Mi --•■■ hour eftcsr MM Mrf for a MM>MMt"M* 
half be crias out |M Mtftj MMMtt> frsUsvrfing cast Ml MtMMM ll M 
ceastifcuu : ;- Ml a sea MM never IMMM&M Mt Mm like MlM, MM help 
v*©»ld M ftUHlUHMliigi 

MMM M M« If ve MM eny length of fMM as all, inevitably 
MM • aklst with MMM* MM Mil Ml MMl Ml Iff 1 can't sasver for 
*■* *** Ml ■■ MMM MM! I MM MMM for MMl, I MM MM J n MM 
this &m MM did Mtlj tt, a K<«n fllillMltnl In Pssic, 11*. After it | 
MMMMl M . Ml MM* |(BiM I |piMMl% m4 MMi ft iMIifj If J "I Mil MM M 

vows MMO MM MMl MM, Ml ens prsseses of all MM MMJ&P," MM cUst 
w»er»t M he MttfMM MM* life MMl I MMM MMM Ml MM •*»« «mf M wasa't 
MMMJ It IM it »a Mm MM, MM* ke >mb ;:;.0'i«a u» see it MM H ■:.. , Mm #y»a 
of the MMMMl IlllMMlM. .. . . «h« was ..<.■■••■..: Ccj ■•■;, s:ert:aiq promises iMMUl 
M it, MM M*4 »«&« certeis promises la M4*l »»m»I 

It>i3 Ml M»«*WM MMMlfcM, this MMMJ Ml 1 M| vows* Sesrose 
MMMMHJ h** MM M i ll! m you, yo^-m s oini M MMl l MM Ml 
•y»os, it. a;;c y w , :-r,-. m,-^,-!: > ,-t hm?. !,,x-1. -:.-, iii: ,..-;•;•,, : . i{i * ..: } ^ r . : ., 
C^^*-r5 ve»tar«:a • :y ■ ■■■ .■■■- l-.-.r ^' :i .-' -, ; ;r ; - ..•-.» ,. ; > ; ;-. ln J: >^ r ; - !;l ,,_, ,, : . ; - ,;_., 
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Christian church, when, we experience the common ventures of life.,.., 
...a child is born — something has happened in and through 
and _to two people. They seize upon the MMH, they 
recognize that, now in their lives there's a difference 
— where there had been two. now there are three, , .where 
there had been three,, now there are four. « .where ther « 
had been four, now there are five, ..... .and they bring 

the child to within the shadow of an altar arid they 
make certain vows, certain promises, they identify the 
.yarience with the eternal. , », , 
...the church talks about a youngster reaching the age of reason , 
when he is in a position where, he might be able to raaLc. 
a decision for himself as relating Gnristian belief and 
cominitraent, and so we have Confirmation... And what is 
Confirmation but a maturing youngster mating a vow» if 
only to re-affirm the yow that had already been made. 
As he makes the vow now in his own name on reaching a 
significant point in life in which he recognizes some- 
thing has happened to him already, and realizes all the 
things that coula yet occur, he brings the eternal dimen- 
sion into focus »•».#) 
...as is our custom, couples are interviewed before they are 

married. There was the couple yesterday — "Why do you 
want to get married?' 5 is always the crucial question 
that's put. And we wait for an answer in depth. If it 
isn't forthcoming, we encourage the ways by which sucha an 
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could It rseognliseti* Th#y aaawered If ueaatt fully; 
"Urn vmt M g#fc MMM4 MMM* we csra't chink «? goiag 
through lift MMMl tftril other., Mi M fcMUHlj IllUMl 
that there's a certain MM 1 that MM sf ys can met M 
the Uf« of thm other'' - - TO d that's MM it i« to M 
is love, to be MM co MM" fehe steed of another and c<s 
become identified with Shut p*r«©». "W f ,:•:» yua eos-e 
h«r« to be MtVMlf* 1 « - ''Secauaa M MM Mfi fcjamrlit 
of QKC M «*»*« # «4t t l r;cst MM0I MM they HmU «afc® 
ereeises to Ml MM* HI is Mm MjMtflMM MMM 
is* tueir ii£® s when, eotsethi&g He* MMMM m MMg MM 
two p*epl* look upon each other as tiitiv ii &*ver flj | 
MM «| Mother p«soa t they usut to -sake * vow, &o 
that £H® cfesrv5aJ_ , ■ ste m i# preeMt* Hm Ged is linked 
Of MM it, „,,« 
• •««! M«£M*t ffjtM such for may m«j who MM «e stm-is ales- HM 
1 ; ; eaire s reeogaislng the tHflaflM of M ©srth.lv i»ti~ 
.:'"-■■- ::■<>-- .--• Ilia in Mttfl gg Mi fe«s«:s related, and bom 
•oaateerly he MMgMMI that MM M Just a MM returns* 
»«WMJ MMA*t walk MM fgM Mai MMMMM Mi MM) 
make s vow aac • MMtMMl lea over MM* to Jesus CM let* 
\.. not M iMMty, of MMM iHl not, to share mm Y$™ MM of 
MMMYMjI? significant MMM 6bM MMM M Ml life M the ^aafcors gg 

Mtt congregation , Ml S MU Indicate far pM - Mt day I MMl ■£■ MMM>* 

iag i« the hall MM£M M gfMM — Ms wife was is MS$Mf M that pMltllllllf 
MM*»«*«it*fl m I t«j Ml the MMl were MMHg M M hiss* Ml together M 



• \ ; ' (0) 



it is to Hm QmbMs Wt fes ersfceful iBBVt MM Mi MMpMl ...la that critical 

Boss&nt •MH ItMflhtftj (4 ■BJJBBBtniB > < BM teases BIN ihr God, aafc^a c«rtalt» 
prowists, :;/•,.. s«s tj-se splriiuaJ dimnstm «| life, §a this ch^so, MMNSBM 
It was HtM iMfSBMBl' to Mb* terrible as we're lee to heliaBB that it <*»** 

■ x :fi -^ r- - -7 v ~«« ■ > MM l*Bi net?, in the Bt*JtBMM saf all his peo- 
ple-. 

You get, aafca m aAgBBBl BBBBjC it, la this life af oar* t^er« «re 
good see- t»vll tail* M I Ml wctti up<m 01 ■ Th«y s*« at. BOI1 cithssr ffOM vich- 
ia | e WittMHrt, bbJ .. ■ .: || af SBSacat&aa WKj M B $as*9 &eillty to recag-* 

afaa Mm pmmj .- m evil I mi is at mm! ea *;i«* mbJ Ban to&afafJ? to 

sal. |Ml IB BBJMMMM BtM Ml BW it BBlM Hm soke a4 BfBMl is BBfMBBiBjS to hi-, 

I BB Intriguer by cb« t*&t than. fcfcB tBBt says "1 will pa* B* vows 
uato the Lord »w." MWBB is | csri Cie&i tiaa v.j^a tain su^ it to he 4*s,«s, 
there is B fctaa Bf BBB spirit., scripture aBJW« "Seek ye t&« Lor-:.. BBjla BB a*y 
be fv-jnv. Qhil -. ■■ -■■*,,"•.. .1.: (fc-.-jils Bj la BBJBfr" IBBM iff B ft Bftpi tious aaaBBt 
B*Bt aaajBS Hat fc» be ail&wesi to pBtBg BBBA a MM Xlh.-..;, ItlBBBlff BJ with MM 

aaaaaai glaaaaaaa, ..•■■ bj tdkltwHim ai BlmaBif the aalaB4#aas&a «ita tea* 

I BB alee iaBariBMMl WO-.:- c^ .faat last ah*.-.: •■.; ■■;ad*s bMb «*•» this 
BBBf* BtMBBWBf thft terrlbia Kbiaftf mm i Ml BBfl Me4 M tola — h* just dimply 
-. hhs't full ayaa ! iis kaeaa eaeae ha *?&« aH hy afaaalfj bus he sdc, **I mUI 
1st sy laatti Hsy N sa4a Ibmmi fes rhi ■ ; . mmmi nf all tta pcopi®.' mmb mm- 
a&skias shat jMB - ffattt at at Hm | Bj i mi W& q&^x ibbpIb . in 0m 

px«s«n&s of at tB B M i ti i attl Bala U aaaeiEly as It -.„.,.'.; 6a aa« aec«i»e th«y 

BBfjBt SB bb aaa« i \&A 9t&ml*& I by Hm prs«4aw» aaaaai ehau ths? vo«? 
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Mttt N Mftitti w* Mrtt with tsey war* at haa<£. 

It** net £00 MMM Ml «igt»3t that vbeo you aa4 I Mi MMfe Ml 
church, m MM our@*lw* ia MM pumam.® of |Mptt. MM es <m find «9* 
aMMtti in. Mm BMMMMM tl fcMf&l w«* ss«y look back aau wis eay MMAll MMMI 
#ee*»i®«a vhea «• aa<le c«su»i« jsreslsaau Here MttMM) the M^ttM of Ml MAM 
ful we exr; i,uriia-c-u ■ ■; <A MftMMMMjMl sad «£la»lata4 aad ctsiaUomgae to k«#p thm 
v '-'' '■ — -' -'* : '''■'■ ■ i-su*!. I*!.; villi ag to tqpJMM) to yoy thmt a sum 1* £0 it 
.!'" ; ;-•' '"' v :; '-■''- >»■"!-> ' : - »f »w ?^e mils.**, by the kin ! a! .-~eri«mtati<Ki fee g£-r«s 
to his Ufa, fcacaua* tMa 4«e«rtaisa* Mm kiad of a fMimcm k# ainwftmmlTf b«- 
cases, 1*» MHJUMtg to auggaat, tMttt yeu thioj, *a<S f«el Ml thaae MMM4 MMNMN 
within those hsllovad walls iMMMMMM Mm MUM «f params you are MMRMM MMM 
imIWi 

I «*« MJMMMMl so ftt Umfly, ay fMMMff fftg | - ; .ig? So;-,- • 

thins i&fctlaf MmMtfeiaf gooat §MMMMa§ ta£f It MMM HI IwMHNMttiaf 

lift . 1st life w&* S5»:aas £0 &e iMHiMdUy Ntf« MMH totmiTitlltJafti It «u 
Bwsant £# be spiritually fttpdl leant, M) fMtpMUM MM MMMNmN**) MM •ftMHUtt 1 

4iffiaaste;, W(j«t«wwr it i# that f s MMfMtoti tc JWK tiMtfp. 1 UMMM it 

'::.:" I .ti MM I 

ft MNMMfili Mtfftg Is MmM vfcaa you sake & mv in the f*rtsa«ae« 
»f $trf a ; '; . . haiy* yea Ml Mttf MMB vew« ttd that'* eh« §44a4 ft4va&ta$« tis** 
1 fral t aa tl MM< Mat MB MM*t N in Cc-«I*s Wt#fet Chat 1 ** I KMJ pHTiMitflUli MMB 
fcise a*-ly i»tantid'a«4? M<3 avast MM t*0bly«£«t>6tii;i*ssK, ; atai M) Ml M#\ ttrnti 

ma rnmrnvrngM mi WMMiMlil> MM rhst's imrt of Mm %u<si%©sa of iftj 4 

* $ 
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,S TEE STRAffGER. AT THE DOOR 1 ' 



Through Jesus Girls t, Thy 
Sotij_ our Lore. mn. 



Today's MMMH bears trie title ''Stranger At Ina Door"; and the 
text is the 20th verse of the 3rd chapter of the Book of Revelations 

'Behold, I st an d at t he d oor and ka&ttk t 
says the Lord, If any man will hear ay 

C - nt jai .J_ 

Those of lis who are privileged to work with teenagers invariably 

find it a jolting experience. As an example, it's quite a jolt to realize 

that you're dealing with people who can't reseEbar I day when we didn't 

have television. You see, some of us can remember when radio was in its 

infancy, the dsy of the crystal set, tlv: I*jr i I t&l :\tvater Kent s with its 

horn and series of dials ta.it you adjusted » and WLS. KDKA, WJZ were part 

of an ovary-day vocabulary. 

I ■*;•',. I can rersember the days of the Model T Ford „ I can still 

think in tsras of the gadget that was above the windshield, you see, that 

you cranked in order to raise the windshield wh.ee you wanted a iraft of 

cool air la H i -.r-time, . , . 

, -.and how you turned tnis thing back and forth 

when you needed to kmtm Che windshield wiper iLachani zed . , 

.*,, and when you'd have to gat jas, of course you got 

out of the car, you raised the seat, and then you got 

the BMW ■■..■ g stick and you stuck it down in to see 

how much gas was there. 



* » * * • • «■ 



''The Stranger A t T he Door'' (2) 



t*»««ad ciat rbuij. T Ford s it had throe pedals on the 
::iocr t „.ida't it? 3a e was the clutch, the other the 
b&ritoi and me one iu Mm middle was the reverse. 
aa occasionally there were those who'd get mixed up, 
all foaiad up, and Duty* 4 ilipmim the griddle one, and 
men a.uch to choir surprise, tday'd he plm:. ,a a ; . -,....• ., t , „,.„. , 
.....now fcaat'a uoout tae frame li. ,iin.J iu which I find ayselJ MW, staadine 
at tais sacred dean Ikia Bftfaiag* I've boEii pin. .. .: \ackward a bit. And 
I'ii tail yc ■ ifh; and -a , 

On the staa ;.y art study ah#ir is a stack of perl*41««l« a always 
waitina fc« be jaaia. 'tae one that I tackled mis week had a tet#J M of 
January 1, 1972, Aad as i read that article that was in that iMf awtttn , I 
was dealing with MMtthiag | man nad said about New Year's resolutions. 

M 1 know viiv weix that today is February i, But rrsvchelc.fically 
I in adjusted back there to January 1. And when I read that article, the 
MR) was teiline, all scout the enthusissB gfefdfc ■.« was braa tag to a brand new 
;••'--•-■• "'■«; ■'--'•5 ■■'; "f-ries of resolutions taat he aaue, k\at he ■,-;;.;- sharira-:. with 
other people. 1* was quite excited about the. fact that *72 **■ |»i«f to be 
different. Here were the things that he would do that would raake 1972 dif- 
ferent. 

1 hope you know fc> this cixae that | f « not by nature a cynical per- 
son., ten I id..,,..... nyself at least amuse, vlisa 1 said fee afWfJJ, "Poor chap! 
— about five « hava: rua tacir aua. u. t wei.a. ; gt ■, „ a- - ■ - ,. d .. he 

willing to bet that you navan't f&rcd very well..,. that resolution after reso- 
lution that you've aaue you just haven't kept — not nearly as well as you 
would ;Uka to have kept those resolutions," fhdM ta aot a cynical appraisal 
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of life, (f fl t rcaiiaUc mmu% „ u 

M tali about MtM real la tic, 

I*t M Mi . , „.„ _ , 

' -- »« « Pity ft, | , ^ sa » t ^ ^^^^ ,, u; ^ r 

MMMI w prc ^ 8fc „ r-u oct;a8lonaliyj yo ^ ^^ ^ 

''"*''' ' ** "• ■■* to Mi the »Jta-tl«- * l 

Rtied's l-rcore rcllv i nf ,„, <> . . 

netijr i&teaUonad, «* jf lFffilv T|fl||<)|| 

l**«M feCOni Mj*ft| MM a«*ds tO bft MM rr.-M, . *. 

ssa^, t^asuly MalfattaaHy, 
• t*ft, 2*m u mm, « *»•( aiKMj lfcl M wI , sg ^ 
*** MJ». ,,, a M»MM . *fa vc **■ aur ,,_ _ ^ yfe ore 

wall m *• wouii •.'... UL«« to >dw w.* 

•ad I llllii i me are MMA, m are MM1M*_~i , , , 

are c».,itfe v ._, ; , 

* *y»e caac 3 not t;,<- tfaai Vft * : ,, N Mf — 

■»* r< «to M «i« a»%wi l>( | 

W* MMefat* with certain pmoola &nl *•« 

m n mn LiMB Mm) mm aUm ai m m- 

teBS ' Se «* «>^ ■ ■ mMm mm m «. i 

MM w* *re MM ■ MM flSMl MS 
MM MMM atM*** MM the MM fa - <v , * 

Ott$ht to fees '■ BMMfl trick****.. 

■■-■--■-. Wa»t (kmi If (*** wa ^ bwt 

Mt s the way it iw«MhMka 

1 ■ ' ' " *MMtM MM. fa MMM! , .. ^ 

Ml act. fa a,*^ -. MCtlMj ly tMMMMMH 

•M ■ M M»4i6faaM, ^ac MMMMM MM yo« 

want, by afa mm* - : -■■■■- M ■ i 

^ ,,r *< U MAIM us UM . M ft-M< 

chain. M faM MMJI MM MM «£» it, NN Mj .M,,,,!. «. . 



Stranger At The Door" (4) 



MM ramaias a part of M, Oh- It MB* I a question whether Sod for?,ivf*s or 
nor. I£*s ■ fact that * Ban heGones cet.42 Cloned h\> all that has ever hap" 
pause to M : by the lid ;s that are yet to take fiMMw 

1 thlak there are sociologists who MM&UM • MM and tell mi 

that a siMm beeoaes what he is pretty largely by Ml fMt MM he happened to 
have &eea born at Ml MMl that he wse hem. HaM c,:ildrau who vera bora 
ten years apart or five years apart have vastly feifierest fiftwiM M 
work upor thaii UtaM ( by eirtaa of that five-year or tea-year MM* 

MffJei M*i*a to be said, after ve*w* HIMif M thief l«et 1 a ad»it 
it, MMf ■-" if Ml voat of ua * vouj..: like to he toe Mcfewr than we ar«» 

The truth of the matter i* we're always rurmla:.;; |M4 MtaMI MMMHi 

UH| patier*Cfi. J huailifcy, Em MM it« M»tt«W (Mf *f Ma virtues — • we 
aever MM quite HM|h Ga ••*o around. Why don't as .improve at a «pee4ier 
MMf 9MMM are we're Mi MMN to lift ourselves «f by our bootstraps* 
This is atopl? to say that all, Mi MtV ase the forces of earlier year® 
eaaetiti&iiy &Ml , s&i ic that wa aaae% 1 1 MM is there that we s»e*df 

What we oead ia ■■. sci breo<J utv, srwethia*,, if paa please, totally stjhai 

totally unlike anythijr- that m*M ever experience/;;. 

Ml* ^ho haa ©11 of MS MBM in itol. Mai Mil I also, 

litis is one te&aoo why Cod gave us Jesus Christ. He If pHI BJMM t the 

totally <u»Iike arty other at*) MM* our way* 

iU, I star;-; M the door Ml MMl 
says tee Lord. If airy am will MM 

«ssy voice Ms* will ope« t«e ieor, 1 

Will OOSM 1 Ti . ; * 

...what we n&&4 basically is to have scew.poay te get io on the inside of m, 
to aake the ciuinge at that point. Tuts in what it MM* M M9C&aifl Ml 
Gospel of Jesus Christ! iUte all Ma MMMMMM of ay soul I ■ a%mtl it M 
vena -•-- Mta is «j MMM :: - is, that we ourselves camtet Mia 
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ourselves, Wo cannot achieve solely by oar own strength. Someone has to 
cone to us, to inspire, to motivate, to enable, to eapovet. Cod says f 'I 
want to do It for you. ".... .that 's why He ? ives us *M| Christ. * cores 
to us as the stranger of Galilee, 

Whether you agree or not, without any k, vi^-aon { tell you tiU , t 
Goci U always making overtures in our direction, . .. God is always coiain* mm 
way - - - every single soul is on Gccl's calling list. And when ■• HWM 
your way, fe would like very nucn to have you opex: the coot of your heart. 
K*<4 like very ziuch to have you suLvaic to WSM, to surrender, to permit ate 
to take over , 

I »» wondering if you'll incnire u c for a nor.-r;.; ,i> l ',-,o.< -nil ce 
personal. I don't apologize for it. I only ask that you allow M to go 
it. ,««, 

...the day we laic ay Mttittf to rest, 1 went hack to the 
little place that she called home in the latter 
part of her lift, and there I took from the wall 
something, that she had always wanted m& Co have 
(holding picture of Christ at the Door by kolman hunt) 

...it has little cotiiEiereifil value. Its value sentimentally 
is beyond price. It'l m artist's interpretation of 
taia toj'.t. i'ou \. : ,v r-.<.,- --■>■ v.---ie to see it Cror- ;/aars 
yea are, but it* a Jesus Christ standing at a door, 
with upr,;.; h i burnt* knocking. .... 
My mother was the daughter of an la»i ,,-.. | , &M fcfttf Leen reared and trained 
in the Roman Catholic fuitfcu Devout as she was in her own way s when she 
turned tc God prayerfully ofec faM to have something that served as a focal 
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point in front of her. So it was thte artist's interpretation of Christ 
knocking at the door that became like the altar in our hose. 

My father, as I reminded 70a f*pe steely, vt| an inaaigrant pedlar. 
He would take those two suitcases of his, one in either nand, with that 
leather atrao around his shoulders, and walk scree tines frcra village to vil- 
lage. During the depression days and before , he'd he :or.:.- ttyhe a week , 
ten days at a tii.e . V.y mother would gather us nix kids as a hen others 
her chicks, and there we'd pray, She'd ask Cod to watch over ay father, 
hopefully that he 1 igl ael e sohf. sales and be hrou; ±t hor.r. safely. The 
picture has left its ■...:, :.: : kihle ir.arl tvren the fabric of my soul, 1 can- 
not divorce it froia this text, I cannot divorce it frou the gist of this 
sermon. 

Jesus Christ, who comes our way. conies as the Stranger. How you 
and I fully aamlt that some of us can say that our lives have been changed 
:„:■::... hhi of strangers we've act. It could be that for some of you the most 
wonderful friends you've ever gotten to know in life first cane, to you as 
a stranger. It could be that there are eo» people who could curse the day 
they were born, because they happened to sMMt one day a stranger who fouled 
thei.fi up. Our lives are aetei- ined by the strangers we encounter. Jesus 
Christ coiaep to soi.o people M a stranger, totally unlike any ot.h.- >. h>at 
they've ever met before. And lie stands at the. door of a rran's heart, and 
He knocks. 

- - did I or did I not tell you that the latch on this door, ac- 
cording to the artist's interpretation, is on the inside? - - which simply 
means that the doer has to be opened from the inside. Jeees Christ never 
forces Eis way into am 4 . •»' 1 life, he waits to be invited in, he'll coiae 
our way ; all right, but He has to be asked in., The little boy in Sunday 
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School spoke quite wisely MWft the teacher said to him and to the other (ft** 
of his class, , "Why do yon suppose nobody answers the Mflf - why M you suppose 
Jesus Christ is still standing there or. trie outside?" The little hoy MM up 
,-itl t ■■ answers, hot:- cf tli^. ecpu-ddv ;.ood: " ay be they're too busn talking to 
Hk Mfrnf.f ..*<Mi mi:;,r.t Mt Mi*, "bVybe they're too burr, dboutin,/:. ;h vd - 
ing at each other") - - ; 'chat they don't bear ■*> His second answer: >j Mftf 
they r re downstairs in the MUM and they don't hear r ^'." 

Tiara art acne ;.c<v-le like thai .. ah,, snnni .-ha -.,.■.;• ar -art of their 
rife in ih<- .-d,..:n. : kb- —nvc cone an to oner, the door where the clean fresh 
breath of God *» - Ml apon the,-, whore .he bre.th of the M| d-rlt, through 
Jesus Christ, can refresh then, 

data ail the earnestness of * soul i tell you that Jesus Christ, the 
cotal IMMIi **« P - ■ * to *** a *«M*WM M your life. I M * the 
opinion, rather 1 M»U Mf I M of the conviction.. MM I -add MM «*? 
want to coiae to this pulpit if 1 bid not believe U*.mm*H » M» regains 
less that what he c: I M -iv.il M W I »*■« * *•* 8M*Mi. 

The Ap.anbn haul. , ado hn:« a riAt to speak, -nib : ,.-, ir * ver; class** 
M, "If any mar. be in Christ, he becomes a btacc '-.<--<■-■ nor.* v rdtcnethel 

...arc you ■ bit lethargic, W$ frie,d. arc -;ou U'ul;/,n;; •■ ; - w.ariiy, 
rot much differ V. i - < Ml were H -■ I **l *», fU* Ml I *t M) M>- 

|t-B— ,,, M **» a difference to be «** P^ce in f*m it*., I tj»»|£i| 
differ^. Letthcknn,, d^e,. In. Ut M «ke own 
that needs to MM P**« «*• 9**» *** ** *****< ^^ *** " c ^ irlenM " 
I recotasend it to ftm, .... .IHMBMMWI - ; - p '-now. 

* H * 

(This MM transcribed as recorded 



Seraea - Pastor Shaheen 
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III RIGHT SORT OF OtBCXIXX" 



Xhrough Jesus Cftri&jc 8 Bf 
Son. cur Lord. MMM* 



On Ifclfl Sunday next before the (MMjlM&ag of Lent, the seriaou bears the 

title, '-'Ida Right Sort of Crucifix^; and the text, the 14th and l:tth verses 

of the second chapter of that letter that the apostle Pant wrote It taat 

group of Christiana who lived ia a town caliea Colossae; 

' . . . aaiiin^ it to a cross ^ eao having; 
s yeiled principalities .hk: >ov:< ■-.--■ 

aa.de, a show _of JEhew 21 -- : ' ' IZ* trittBghl na over 
thaw 1 a it ,. = . 

It's a rather difficult text to understand „ even st the first reading. EMI 
•"•'- «'-> ; '"-T ; - £ •'■' '""■•'■■'::-:■■■.;■-' j >r yil r ' i.vu-.. ...e'll r.^e ■.;,-... to it: shortly. 

Sew let it be said that there ere all kinds of people in this world. 
And because there are all kinds < ■/ . ■. in this world, people ;--e»; thsit* 

kicks In different way3. 9mm people ptt a rrreat kick out. W$ litin for 
the precise aoraent when they can ask a loaded euesticu, . . .it provides | -■. ■-.. 
a peculiar kind of satisfaction... 

...like the chap the other day -—• overhesrin--. MM conversa- 
tion when we were talking about, the whole subject of 
eternal Ufa. Somebody had suggested that Uutm could 
be a precise monent when Christ the Tnitjn wakes His 
decision — that la* II withhold passing sentence until 
a certain tine. ........ .aow as over against thafcj, our 

friend on the sidelines,, the spectator., copies rl*ht in 

■Ml MBTla ML* loaded fMWtfMI ''"-'.vt m fW think — " 

he says — * which is more important — She way a rami dies, 
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or the way he liwas?" - - "Which is going to have gffMM* 
value in Cod's si^htf' 
it wasn't long after I - asks-.' •;.;.• juastion until he provided ue the reason. 
,• ha MMMl MM fMMaMfe || had a friend who hat been quite * rsscel, Hov? 
on Ms Jeat :■■' e ! the jft-vsrooato atv-^a Cos.: to forgive- M,\. -h; fas such i«-.prc*sc.- 
with the fact chut ;is fric-iJ -uW io^e through fin/illy. *.rtd he honestly he-* 
iievvd. vur'V : -• .. -;•••■/, ',->c. t-*« "vitir><'?rk of '-.Is f riend*a Ufa, MMt |M MMfcl 
be judged not M the way he llvek, '-.>■■ '-y MM Mf ill '» 

I presume M thought lie ha< act' authority f*»r this be«;^« he r ..-.••■ h;-r? i 
what he had read ts the Slfcle, bow Jesus Christ was crw -■ Ml h«two**R two 
thieves, two wicfc.fcd people, two rascals. A.-O tkx .>,.■* r,v-u'*--I vas u^vv- to 
resentence, Mi" Im cried Ml with ■ dying breath, so it VMal a«eo» to Jesus 
I itisfc, to reueabar bin. ami tbeti and MMM« as you recall the verse ti 
:.-c.rinture for yourself, Jasas Christ signed, MtMl Mtf Mt iMM .-.tag 

to hiis, *V«*tlf I M| H you. Today you will '.- If I Ml Is p M li ftM ." 

„ . ., ,:■:,.•■; .._•• fr.ii.T',:" of civ? loaded 3.1*08 tiM tnpI&M t,- -•-. MM MM 

of his MS, WH lilt MM . lifea the dying thief, is to be MMMMMMf 

BaMfMiMay b«* .- : - of hi* final mm! la tenth. ««.«, 

Sow i®t*3 H-:t - thin strai'/.ht. "knl in his ;>;\rcy ct:ai/s graciously with 
»», There should M M ■weation about that. Whatever else tied ts or is mit 
in p«M lMt* let it be clearly understood t '■-"•: ■ -• *•-- "•'■- ™- T lov*- &:id & 
no4 of Ttsercv. Ml • dooa not desire the MM of a firmer. MM I M '.'iessnl 
Son was here og «■ 11 Ml kept talking about the ,;h:>v £a MMMft, MM HM 
angels rejoice ovsr one ginner who reoeuts* iMMt'f M pMltiM MM thin. 
And when you and I think in these MW ( M*r« . ... .^>out th* re-.wv*'I ■' 
guilt,, Mm reconciliation that's established, the sinner who is being f*ad« 
right ia MM'l sight now. ....not because ©f what MM gUMt MM clone. M 
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faiW to It, but bacauaa of tb. r«d«*tiv« iMi parfonaad by J** Mtt. 

MMftl hi Ml MM up for it, with I *MJ g asp , * MM* fe| „ !saVfc >ig ^ 
F*r evil i„ nvi.l. An;! tae result of eV il rev ,»i»s. i w r^i,u;^ you 

the parable of th» Prodisai **en - ■ ■ k» ,„„»~ _ 

> . i„si ,o,. - . he gave us a hraal mv interp retails* 

of t : mMI hbw ',.;.' ,, 

....he MM |t*« a pMfMtlf MMl and voadevful MMj 
M Ml shout Ml M«J IMM who MMftMt, Ml r«- 

•Ml | ' . M tUtt r ^ scai In Sla ovn ,. ni ,„ , „ m t& ,^ mm r ^ f 

plaase — go on talking about | ' ,-■ .-*■ ftMl and IMMMMM.*. 
*„.but Prank aoralsas* also MM, don't MMM Ml I MMM 
Ml MM thare MM aarsa r ««pla Mt mmb*i MM MJM 
whatever they MMJM M ch* ftMMMl Sa rtj MMMt MM MM 

the ,,:c: Ue; t ^ r « in tu* far country ,,,,> ua to coating to 
pat up with Ms MMMM, Mt lit I II Ml MMJ Im*»«i 

•m*MM was th* ylrl whose virtue he bed spoiled 
»••••* vas Ml !>«fey M had iel't MMM 

. ...th.-.rr- <••«.;.; th :,-, -, ; ie >, : ; .Wraudad 

...taere M Mt Mr coaatrv vara the »v^ ■.. .... ..:.. ; wtray . 

►♦..Mey had to --o « a putting up with 8* MM* ' it '^11^1111 r««n'fc 
forgtet that, s«y« Frank ?or«h«a, 
••"' '' : ''- •■;•.■:.'■...• v .... ■.,,,!, , r , ■; ,. r - , ts . ,,, ..,.,,, ;{f;:<i _ ; _^ 

to yo« that M Ml MMl analysis it's Ml MMtlM of a m*I Ufa MM really 
MMM - m MM M far M I | , are IHIiHuU *no MM to Mt M 
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the results of his life lived here on earth, no matter how noble his dying 
gasp may be. So the chap with the loaded question: 

test do you think, now, really is more important, 
the way a man lives , or the way a raan dies ? 
It could be established very clearly that what a man is remains basically. 
even though his soul may cry out for forgiveness. You're not forgetting, are 
you, the semi -humorous tail© that's told about the chap who had not been a very 
good man, surely not exemplary ..... the town ' speople thought ill of him, and 
he thought ill of them.... 

....having become ill, he m attended by his phy~ 
sician, who very quickly recognized the condition in which he x^as. Good 
physician that he was, he advised him that he wasn't long for this world, 
and he suggested that he may want to make amends.... 
....so the man, critically:, facing death imminently, suggested that 
maybe his enemies should be invited to his roo;i. And as they came, 
this reprobate says to them: ' ! i know I've done you wrong, » » .and I know 
that some of you people have done me wrong. My doctor tells me I'm 
not long for this world. So I want you to know that I fGrgive you -- - 
...but then, with his weakened breath that suddenly took on strength 
and an air of defiance, he says, ' ' - - but get one thing clear -— if I 
pull through this thing, it's all Off I" 
...it could be tiiul vfest m MB is Basically remains, even in the shadow of death. 
Significantly enough,- this is the Sunday next before the beginning or Lent. 
Through the entire Lenten season what will the Church be calling you to do? 
This church, very properly caught up in the tradition , will be asking us,, in 
all the hymns that we sing, in all the prayers that we pray, in many of the 
Scripture lessons that we read, in many of the sermons that will be preached, to 
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iMM af Jeaua Christ. v;« win M»c*ntr.afc« ou tua.t. 
Mai It ►! ...i | kl i tltH y aarkea MM Lhe fabric of MM MMj we'll 

'" ••' cctla . -W.i... it. 2 ,.. ; , ,.,, ], , .. v , cruaai , ar t (a^;, on whieh 

to place tau &<j.x; .,.' . r;JV ,. ;. al : e v^ry Woajwacay wucn you cose it vill , 

CO»frO0tiu t : you, :. •,. J ,;^ t . lis j3 £hf „ purp03< , of t ;, t Unteo seajK)a ^ to „. >s . , 

people ail over s.>\;.-.; to t:» .,.•..;.-. . ; j C; ,^ . .iriyc. Jv^-jj 'Jhriat Is r*v.«?.- 
bar-;/ f«r th« way chat .>.© di«d. 

rfat let H MM| MMl for the eoaer.t to Mil you moat &a l&-year~old 
itl u-ho not -so lonr : ■ o>:.,-<itfcr. -Jel^, i:u- I, bs and he* MM note: 
1 Mil t bMMitt with God a yeas a -o . 1 toi, ,: y-, 4 - 

a&c Ml Uft M*l MMMMj M MB vav I MMjM Mil 
o ;.i.,; -..t Ui u-i^-yc ,-.: . rvjoO thiMjl «©re not MMM ay vay, 
' JiV - i: - ;:U: :;n<! *'-' >•<:> u... ,:. y?sr> i.:.c it ia the ccur..,. 
" *** I"** I^ia^ lirtn't c:i«a,;c. if ;.othi.: ,,.. ^v,-~ 

' *'^' ^ wouIJ >.»•,.: it ail. ;-;vsi.l s ._.., a/ l. «t if *iii 1 

■< ■ ■■ ■:,,..-. .;a„ir. ; : „(,-,. .. iu ,*• ..;y v*,v,... Uit ..,...- 
Ml MM Kin., to M, Life' a Mt beeu f ;oo« to se. Sc IV 
MMMj it Ml - I':, MMMJ MfC ftl Ml MJMi I Ml 

■■a** ; ; - ■■■'■« ••* rhlM gt IftM would have MM beSMfl 
If M»' MMl M Ml clcc. 

Mt* f aatiaaj htaj v* rssaawber all over MMl Ml My MM) Christ <tto«i. 
Ha, too, «.;:•' MlMratcly. ."-at not i>;cay»e :e vas c; pl,:tidn TBjrtlMII life 

MtM Brought .1 . or ,-- chl « t . g. dl#d MlMJMMly, because that's, Ml way 

,e iivec. ... i ■ :,-,<J ; , lU v t ,, -, v Crlent , wlth .;,. .... |ue3ticm . UOBSe08ft i 

— which if -,■:, i v»r, nc, « v.,- : ■, iivua or tfc ?av ., . m . Uml 



:":- »l£| t ' >rt of__ ucd ■*' (6) 



Amm ftrtti Um* m i tHai, feet'i afeg i - it** Men the- ■". & <'i,v. 

Sounds like double talk, taunt 't It? Znt it isr't ronllv , Cod** great 

W-.V:!,-^ .vat .jT.1 ■•;.-.• ,;.■ ten I <j . procln.w to -*i-, 5 ks etw who va» evsr in 
- "■' ''- — ■■: '- ; -''-' ■■,..»•:, '■*.• v.rs Lrl^whontV: .».-,.ul to it, hm 
tho w.-?-U-, ."' ",r«-;t tho.;;V-t th,»« i.«. r - t/vtu- '.-J 3 Uf,;, v* .;.. ..Iri-.-tv out- 
vitt«-i the*, MHHitgM OMft, k , ; ; ;., -f, ..,,-, „ ;V _ lt iTi 
- : - ■ ' m ! > '-v«-'- • -t'<» -'•.;' ;<> Uv. s v,. tli;.u.jh :-k- tiled ..." 

; '" ' ' l '^ ' ' : '"' ! ^r.W,} CO V;j::? i- I feffVt; COBttkO it pl«|at &*• 

"''■ ' f " c -'-""""' •"••»' c - '-' ^'"- -'«Y f> finish the earthly P U pr ls.age. .'0 can 
■- ? - "•*■■- -'•-«■'■> *ho j^r-»tl.n is, 'w.; •/!!! M Ital I Im r « a M If* trtu— 

i* 1 !?.^!* i- s «sc---.is»- I'liiH I at v"..,-.3 the Christina. 

■■;.""■-■ .-M-- ■■■■ this to.it to ,?hl.-..-. I gid ' ,.-■• ..,-,,,:. ';.,' C o»» MM — • Ml co he for- 
gotten — the IfWtM Paul Mfl MMll%f«| r^crt J,:?:-- -'"";'■ :■;-/. st eSylnr* on ch« 
cross. Ax».* '.,- -.n vr.;: ?:n • I -hlnk ~V-t T- S! ^ Orio' r r-s k, ; -. v or , *•,,. ,.,,.,-. 

m Mil «M«t Mm ny Uw* oail< ; Bin ee eke ties*. v>- ^costi p,i.»i —■•.-.. 

°** ea - :/ '- ; - r ■ ■ ,r - : h« "oiti corot";ir; .-boat *thn t l ij.n.?s that Jasua '"vfist 
n, ilea tr hi* •■ ■-.< - - >h« t'-i-ir ; n that J-.- ■. ■- Ctrimt n&iUc to hit MM! J 
The Apostle Pi : :. ■". | |«| MM thin ? £h,:t Jer^s :"or:-v , ; i>; n^nlv :>*, r roa 
of Isis HMilM, M SM VM *M MM|»ti I I f U ■MHill - ■ MV Be defied tiun:, 
MV Se outwitted t.T-ior , not ; ,; -;v ■ ■' - . - . •' ■;.;,-.;.:'- j. 

!,!ittew r • ■■ - f -•",-..■.■. ■:.-':: ■;. "t" Ji'.s.w .-rist, b #MM*« hove to 

ltip.5 : '..„.,;-a?4irr- "t- : . E4t,-:ri jr. .v,l -■ ' . ' -?-. V..-,, /■;,. ; , 5 .,,, Uvea. 

% ft i ,: ' ?»*««« UUpm4 ■-.;..-;. m«4 to Mil m Am 1 fviaM 1 Ml ■£• Hta m 

: - ■'■ : -"''-" "■^'■-•'' -si-o^' iot =:; plv ? ,£ n ., so t 't:ii?s. ; ior*?how, i-...; ■.;;,'.: tr.ivor ■-;;■' 
*< •', h« «ai. .. !.?.«£ !'; *,; v. lt; tzi - ■■'v^tlrl 

In KM MO >ffiM« CkM I .j 3 « ior-' at -.- i..- . !., . C.-.r^w on* for coaooel- 
iftg aa« private MttIN, M4 Mm oCter office that i us.i --■ i i ,v-i.nx?tr.'»tlv? 
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been glfta ta Mi, Ha of Mm | PMNHMf MMMMl by the ?ope. I cl^rlsh 
t ■ 5 '-'-"- Cf <,*•->'.--"'■• ■ " "• frif^: -?ho '.-.rov^i £V..r. to ...f , f ",.; t; : H ,:. .,,- ,;;U:i C u: 
rcw^msiMlity r.hfct no ;;.«itt?r vHrt I .Mct^te, • ; -utttr ,'r^t I ?2fts, no s»at- 
ttr MMl I projfurt, M MtfeK MM* MM" M 0M I BMM of wy conversation, tt 
all hgonens in tht- If~ht rT J«sus r'-.ri^t v'^ sufffcic,"; .;.-■. ii^rt. 

I'w ; " n '- »e 8*T< that ? liVff -r-tth.-r en* ef ■.'. r r:,,tlfi r.i-.r*. J',-, not a* 
-. NMt I Mm nay crnclfij that l'v=: ever ,*,.-:,,. ?r'-/' \ ; - -..a u> y .:>..* 
tbr-t. ' r ■•■■■.".'."*''?'■ t-':i?' '-'. ■ -- ' rv ;:■■; >''>.ri«tiar-, eh E" ; cy 'v,:,'.t £<- L*. T:.ey*ce n^t us 
dynamic as MMf Mtui* be. SJtca^.;- ;./■<.; L-.--^- ,4 . v.rvv.'.! cv.ui:"i.-v " •' ^ l---:.> at 

a fcotly that's one U-.;r 5 y ■•: lutu. .-t *y*.--: t.r. t - r. c; ,, ... . . •;:..,. look -t lip-; 
Chat ara silenced, you Jock »J ■ WMll i j « » mm k, 4 gmtataia^ dope J » lis. 
Thiai is not M rf I I MM Ml tftftB. I MM. 30*a Mf 1 cs,.;. MM ■ MM> 
MMW «H© MS] I Mm fat M MM I M pleaaed Co rafa? to as Eh« right sort 
Pf ClfWtlflK - - - l«»ua 3trl«t ftgtl ■ on !; . - •-,-••.'■ ...: ;;,,; : :,1 irkr-^r, with 
' bead erect, -fis y«- : ..'■■■-'. t:v"y ' -c u-src^iu . -yciy -;if; .?.,- p^rr^vi *:«o 



it » P »#, 



artly op«B is the h th«y vara 



about to ftpeaft Khaaa weaderfsl muriai Taehar, Par Iva Hm 

-■-■ t":'-.c. f - fi. r . ; .-f,, ? t t'-': voi; -..>; ,' :. . •"- :.,:.. th«H MM t' I | . ' : 

of 1 ■" ■■■' *»i "' ' n --'■'- --'■-r - ■.: ■ I hmi ., 9 spirit" 
"at »"■ It's uiris'i - - •! I m tat ibirkai Jfraa itgty, 

-- I IMM Hit iMiMl " I I MM M Mti iu Mrf 

rMMJ -'.* ULf * - • 
Jost as Jaaus Chftot iMlftWl MMl tba MMM MiMl :. „> ,,';.:; vi MMI Itat 
'■•■ ; i''" ^r cu :,:',;:. *..; ■:].. . v.- . ■,;...-. ;':.- ■ r-. i,.,.r^ .-ontrol f uasterliii all Lis facui- 
HMI« -e 5 s rMMml»«i -:■•■•■ MM Mf UM J M I MW I • ci,:-,; the MM? Ml llva^. 
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ti cw=ii« rffec&t"* ti*«, lot Hi. cvferv wj-iswl«a >wt t« i.i««i just a^wt.Hisw, 
bat to iivfe t* i*i-t> ■:.'- ■.•»!** ca. > . A itw'-itfv. psiy vi'-i scr 1st &*.>i-'iiiu«<.» Lacvc- &<\»u^<*t»a 

i»«fe«t«w*t i.u«y «<*»£« livi-j . **H' ftw»wsti»iitj; vet. to h<tpp$&, 
$» c ****** *» ja*jfc{»ii t » 

Jv-iv*t> Cittxiii. ,»jtW**Y»» iwn,',. «j."./4i »'v'vry ,,<1 •_.:?,«•:;■;„ s-(i,jp..«.UV ;.ife 4 . r> i* jLu Si. e*|JS»6t"tiSSifcy 

I I »« 
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- Pastor Sayraoad ghaheen 
™*JH^JX*JELj£j£*t m _. -.-. . February 20, _ 2,il r 

''Those Deadly Sins - FRIP 

MB, froa tins to tins a Ban's 
lift has bean straightened out I I 

I cause sooewhere , somehow lie was [ yf 

able to hear some acho of Your voice. 
Maybe that's what happeneu now «3 we 
spend this tisae fa this plats. To 
that end make us receptive, by the 
holy Spirit, to what is now about to 
be said, Tnrough Jesus Christ, Thy 
*aa. ay iara. Aaea. 



k^ 



••j- 



ty prior announcamat , the sermons to be preached tl 
i .rlnr Lent have one general theme; rhejleaa lysine. ■ today we consider the 
first |a Mm series: the deadly sin of KIM, As* the taxc U the 23rd verse 
of Mm IHfc chapter of the 1Mb of Proverbs; 

I have had opportunity If this tine to look over quite casually an ac- 
cumulation of some 20 - 25 questions schedule for cons ice ration these coming 
Wednesday nights when wa'li talk about so o-" the thln^a that vess ami it- 
rltate Christians when they think about what they MMjM It ealttwo. 
what cney ttffet to practice fit fl* nans of mtm wrist. l»*t an intormt- 
int* assortment of questions, soae of thes MMMftetftl of course by BMtttMa 
who IHM these chinas fitM| to the:,; as they've uinis teres to people, titfctg 
as they've preached tt feMgJtt in small fjttffe 

The collection that we have before us that we 1 11 be thinking eaaat these 
Wednesday nights is of quite a variety. Btt the one tftfat, fclMt tat left • 
mark upon a®, as I recall the list, is tuat very few if any deal specifically 
wata tjjte fact of eia, E&tt, so tm, km raised the question? 

How can I keep froa sinv I . Nobody in this series tt fas ate ttiai the sues- 
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£l °n* *** «»M» «M «t» frM, W'tbe forgiven ? Nobody, as far as I know, 



in tiiis series is thinking about the question: Am I golnp to 



be neio jresjxnas x_» 



. 2 i <<«r wlttli^ a sin if I didn't know I yam eo—i ttia g it ? 

I a not so sure that I know exactly what this iseans. Shall we conclude 
that people ao longer think in Ml of sin? Shall we conclude that even 
Christians,, believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, iv our day don't take, sin 
seriously? Mould you want to press that point? 

For what it may mean to you, I ■ constrained to tell you that I on 

reasonably certain of feme thing 

In certain households at least, -where if a child did something 

that would require discipline, the father or the Mtnei >;.i . ■...; -_: : \r 
to the child: "That was a sinful thin-?! — that was MMStffet 
wicked! - - do you think God is pleased with us when we behave 
like that? 1 

....strange as such &4WJM) y seem to you now, we arc 
told there was a day when parents would talk that way to their children. 

Sow if something's done that shouldn't have been done s we My take them 
to task by saying : "That was awghtyt" ....wo nay say; "That was not nice!"' 

we m& y sa 7 that that was not very decent. Mt who talks about MM»Aalai 

not pleasing in God's sight? MO talks about MMOTlhlf as being downright 
wicked? 

Oddly enough, ours is an age thct is quite troubled by a good many things. 
Ask anyone that you aay asset, and in all likelihood to* 11 tell you that things 
are not as they ought to be. he wishes that tuey MN better! m m MSB one 
critical situation to another. There was a wisa man who observed that as far 
as a parent is concerned , taey just exc MJI mm sat of problems for another 
as their cail«r«.-.n |M and develop. For any man who deals with people — ask 
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■ ■; personnel M • '•.- |Mi Co his jo'- euc:. Jay Movlftj thftt it*'-: llaplf 

ouin;^ uo be e different l:la<i of . yr 00^22:1 c .c iay, but a yrobla* Lt .r.ill be. 

■.- elaasoi for peace. .. .and there i i j m iMW.ti 

..- ■' '■ Leh fox pe ice,... and it Nt stand to benefit by all the 

paao a eonl trances 6 .-.v. the Mecld taa aver knots*. *a nit somi 

at the uegoiatiou table, an titers. loi a ; hils ,/:. iay resolve 

WW U ;; "' renosc . cmly /it** .; : ;..: onacrstanain that xt won't be 

long until ve have tu c*>.>- 1 tck arid start all ov.jr. lab say 

MM Mi mi '11 tell you, things are oat exactly m ha wishes they 

'■"Cit.. A j..- u/v: .■•<- ■■Lit's.B l.[,:'.y u'j'.il ■ .•■..- h-?.tt. j .r. 

v i. . . 'i Lit j? 

sociologists have their answer: c id^.-. i .^ eavi.,,." indent! iva a xaa 

■ *#%te<v sitaatiea sM ha* 11 iaprsva. 

The ^iiaetecist aaya aon't ox* ...' aim ■ it's xxs ^enss* e esst't 

Mis it 11 m happens to L>e the gra : .;..<. of th< grandfather 

that ha bad •■ ■ to say nothing of being the »en of the Eat »r 

that ba bad - don't bli .. ...i il 

Significantly enough, there re ins In the roc hulary of the Church, there 

rssatins i:i our iitur^xcal : ru.ii; fc-i ^rship, the fact of Bis. iua . ..-. affees 

Sunday when we co..ic to worship, this agnlf leant iicvx^xcax ur ' ..i: •.■>■" .>u.r 

Lutheran worship rai Inds us of this — yau'rs no soonsx in youc seat than 

tbo Chereh proposes sards for yowc lipi , .-■ ;, are , -. tying. by notl — 

because you happen to stand facing a ernes, tut th ci s indicts everj ons 

oi as I 

iia pout slaners eoafeas tsato L'hee that sa 
Ufa bj nature ginfa] KM saalaaa , . ' 

Sin belongs in the vocabulary of the Christian. Traditionally tbs Church keeps 
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the word sin in its vocabulary. This is MM root * all of our problems. 

What is sin? It Mi be defined, described, interpreted in a number of 
different ways. basically it's disobedience - man separating MMttf MM 

■ ; : Mi God'a rfli and God's wisdom. Yon can hMM at MM point. 
Ml • void about this series «* called Deadly Sins. Toes MM i.-jply 
that some sins are not to be considered as seriously as others? ~~ in the 
classic way the church does Met of deadly sins. Yet 1 say to you, it's 
risky business to believe that any sin can be taken li-ibtlv, :,v ■ oaly a ?e7 s 
on tne other hand, need to be taken seriously. Any sin is serious business. 
Becausp. you never know when one sin may lead to another. .. .and Cardinal 
Itewaan is absolutely ri-ht as he's quoted in ;< Pages in a MM? in tne bul- 
letin that you have in your hands, m* M* of the worst tilings about Ml sin- 
ning could be that we yet ourselves to the place we're nc longer rflininif by 
our MMM | 

highly sophisticated as we are u, this .-, ... :,, ,. . :: - : <- d r -.:,:,l .,..:';:■,<.;,. 

to us: we've bent over trying to understand, to become fMUfHiilM. that we're 
no longer stocked by the things we say and think and do, which basically 
alienate us from ourselves Mi Ml other people, Mi MM certainly from 
Ood. 

And WM about MM Deadly Sin calle,: MB If MM., . MM»*« MM 
laore ground- clearing that has to be done before we Mt to the MM MM 
of tne MM. I would be less than honest if 1 aiC not tell you MM MM* 
is ■r.-uch s : \.l:... % roper pride - a salutary Mlf MMM mm call 

pride a sin, but en the other hand, never MMM for a MMM MMM that 
the poet was absolutely right when he said: 

- - Ke who would clisib and soar aloft 

must ever keep alive within his soul the tonic 
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?•? t: ' 1U.IO;:OTK: vr.i.v- , . , 

tai ■ Bight to tM Maa*s2i as he is, the crowaiP.r <-,iory of air 0Bi*g 

«■'-" • «•' •! ; ' at La aaa. fab jft ■,..: «rfc taladfol of hi-? 

the a on of uian that Xhou vlaite — 

Thou hast nac : ■ ., a little lower than thV 

ail ^ t *.4^-> &**> > hast crownec hisi with glcry aad honor - - " 

God paid to tuaii, oi &11 eruatt... ua.,.. f j, t.a. su;,j ., c -:■'...:.■ .„. in;, hirc 
in dis iifcfciifcsSii, iu i.is» i^^^t, , 

In the becrasuent of ^aptis. , vaat are we i ■ iir but i-;; I&ntir . upor tne ■ 
f ra g ile Mil el • 80114 ttla divine IspiiKatur, if ye* - It ■ m ,, I ai •■■• el 

the sear 01 Boa's tavor - acre is a c d tl 8m . 

. . . tehees la such • thing as a n pet prid 
I uo eat know baa it was alaa yoa Last Flight, 1 at ., ! you h d! the gees' 

tortune co tack a ehila lata bea and c^- stand theri bj hia bed, to a. mb 

pieteiy awed by the thought that Se* . --. . i-.;. i /. . _ .,, coi w '..an, 

the overseer, aha protector , the defei ier, the reej ..-.., .i..; ..,. . - ..-aaan 

oeiii; 1 1 that it ;; witnin ths reels oi possibility t j . ■ . i 1 ...ce 

aiiu direct the eaej si a ahUUI I Happy . .... Ls that in oi ., . so iaa rtte 

stands over a ehUd vAtta vfcat I refer to aov as t ..... pro p e r pric . 
Gou coiiic glva ahea bo gyeai rsesttaiiilMlttj 

Any praacaer vecch hie jii^t saaatst aamtri respect if h m*t first have 

a proper respect ior Maaself * I viae I aeaUl fkm yea right not in th s place 
and in tais way iasevanitiea ee vhiah I have aeaa .-ia..v bf what refejf 

to as one of the gv a et e et leaders af ail Chriatendea in iay... 

. i » .wtieo one fciat aa we dat alone r.e taj.v, . c , i ... 

after insult taat was cast ape* Imbbv« «y taa people who thouj t 
ha waa a tool ei kha Devil, ia ...,'>t hia aaaitqy by raaU ia ; 
that ha dare &ot lose laifch in his o«n iate^rit; i servant 

of (Son, 



,-} 



Martin Luther, bless Ms soul, found Ml way through all the trials and 
,.-,:,-'., m„h ..: Vie Protestant lefonuticm by keepin 3 alttt MMM MMU M* 
tonic of a iMMM pride. There is such a thin,; as a salutary self-esteem 
And unless a Ml has it, he can destroy MmMJ . , . *M unless he believes in 
it, M can destroy others. 

Winifred and I were fortunate enough, after World ^ar II, to provide a 
kind of MM for a MMM of different people who MM fro:v; MM, ^M 
loved ones had MM Ml to ucath in concentration ea„ps. de .listened to the., 
as M talked In the wee MMl hours of the sorninc, what t^ey Mi to endure, 
am- then occasionally I would MMl MM M* there MMM the MJ of person 
who survived the concentration MM, and like as not survival Fas steply a 
MMM of MMMMM* faith in your MM integrity! Otherwise you MMM as an 

animal. 

MM all M« ardor of ray soul I come down as heavy as I can on the shear 
necessity for a Ml M uave a healthy Ml*~M«MM MM! you find it in a «*» 

son, don't be foolish enough to call Mi arrogant or proud, just MMMM you 
ais-read tae fine print of Ml soul. 

Ml there is a sin MM is fMMft. It's im>rdinate Wgard -or one-self... 
....whereby you eralt MM Ml ego to the extent that 

you rule Mt consideration for other people 
,„MMM you think of yourself; and yourself alone M 

ignore everybody else.... 
...where you want your own way* and you save no MMl 

for any other 
...where it's never a question of MM M MM* or what is 

wrong, but where you allow, foolishly yourself to believe 
that it has to be your way. , . . . 



- \. :. .. •■ •-- : -'— ■ - (') 



Any ■ •. who b d holy ha .•■. placed upon bin uuu ae^ aa: m as & 

pastor, s -. inister < the OS] .-.' , wiio spinas tnree aecuaes xn me uiuiatry, 
• - i t - .".. . it . tii co - ... hx. cor couneel. Am Mlntl Is bAa .-rout 

ponsibd :. . . tits ritb | bj let co be awtA by fcne feet knot to ia the 

M I ■ 1 Intxi teed the QoaVfaetcr, the eternal uii ens ion. into (ri ■-. converse- 

tloua, i bring it tc beai against tne situation, inis Le an ;>.•.■■•. tain, „ 

o he 63 . cii .' t ;t gr< ■ i- -■ - isioixity s ne uuxst also isolate the itttMi 

tt, ac r, >re all) la the problem? .uu, occasionally, would poe iiava ran, 

the basic prob* - La taat sc abodj e pri de baa beau hurt! Iney're no longer 

la eontzol af ■ situation, for whatever nay bo Iko goneon, and this baa thwss 
c . . Eoi . . . . 

. . *ox It could On that whan they re truuoleci cney see. only 
one aspect el tbe pro! lam and that 'a theirs! A pexfeet enojcplet wittingly 
. LttJ . ..-■ , — fcae wo ■ •.„,.•.,.». wxch uti aud 'f.ib i-J-iCa cney tau 

r< ilem, aud aba aaic to tbe counselor, daw that 1 vu eeld yen ay side 
the pre lei ; ---.. ma toll you hiaJ ..... 

tba ain oi pride, of couise, ia always to cea± vAth tbe 
situation tree ay point af 7iev»**»*the nin ei psi.ee is always 
to gxas] at u.-e »;utifc., *it. .-> naiads, tor uy sake, lor' . •.■ ylory* 
foe aj good, 
_ .i ■.;!-. .1 .. .i. i 4 . ,*• position to toll you tuat wuiXfc it i.ay ne caxxea tbe 
- .-. dilest of all sins, anlta {gs a. neatly it's (be aoet difficult co aeteet, 
because tbe ain af pride can blind as. Perhaps it neves eeeuxa co as knots we 
are KMn any, portion larly II m try to $«otnfy our point o£ view, onA feet ia 
Ant; bound to la tain it. 

., ■ bow AAA it all happen? ion eon trace it book — practically tbe first 
sin. God created the world here's the. Garden of dden. God is absolutely 
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delighted! And why shouldn't he be! He called it a good worln — a ;;ood 

week's work I Jow lie caps it off with human beings He's able to communicate 

with them. He said; "Here it is! It's good — take My word for it! — and 
you're meant for it. Make the. most of it — enjoy it! 

, . . but here's one thing — hear Mr iiow — here's one 
thing where there's a no-no ..." 
And Adam and Eve get. together, for whatever their reason. .. .they decide 
that they'll do it their way — - not God's 

...would you believe that that's the way it all started? 
Whenever it's ray way, at the expense of a better way.... 

Whenever it's my way, at the expense of God's way...... 

...now do you understand why it's called a deadly sin? 



* * 



(This sermon trans cribed as recorded) 



Addenda ; Young Benjamin Franklin, when he went to visit Cotton Mather, had 

an experience that illustrates the teaching in Proverbs. Franklin 
recounts the events in these words: 

"He received ne in his library and, on ay taking leave, shoved me 
a sorter way out of the house through a narrow passage, waich was 
crossed by a beam overhead. T Je were still talking as I withdrew, 
he accompanying behind me, when he said hastily: r? Stoop! Stoop!" 
I did not understand him, until I felt my head hit against the 
beam. Kg a man who never missed any occasion of giving 
instruction, and upon this he said to me; "You are young, and have 
the world before you. Stoop as you go through it. You will miss 
many hard bumps,", 






» Pastor Raymond Shahean 

lsamilMi*m,M.Wi . ... ._ M>wm 27. lyw 



Grace, siercy snr' r-c-r-et- fror? 

Cou our Father m4 tnm mwm 
'.'■.• tt j Lord. 



Let -r> at once, without any aaai Cation what )WH , Uf || M Mi lli iti , 

-- if •—■ ' C-. ' tVit « line car he «rava. In thy 3i:T-.««; o< =;;-.<: ..y..<; v;dch 
* ; ' i;>v ' : '- mt '>'-;■- -:r 'i-wr- rft'isr hee- remorseful, or hypocritical, one 
c ' ; UiK ■■' :; -'- ''•-- rr'n-.f, ^:«elf! ■;-,•-. Uv I* to th«? words that c.i -■ rror your 

-.. tm m ; My 1 ■'• hn MM 1 

"Jvmt M T aw , poor v.-r. . t/ . • ,. blind - - ' 
I* L ! -iis.. Ire: Vb- t" ■■.. estimate thne wc- have of ourselves? W< , the educated ones, 
v *' t: '' - l !t ' fic "'•* :-<f^', •■*.. fV-- 9onhiaticace*» onas, W M* ara part *f 
w'.iat i.:-. -.;.;..= .-.'llr-crlvolv - ■•-.. -.:■. ■■•■■>■ >r itry «&**. t s ? i l0 :n: :.;, v - himself on the fact 
gfcat "he's «mm ■ Sm way! Mm Ml If wy all depend upon the itf raatMll in 

tfMUIl fM : '•" •■ i •'.!;_..« , 

■ •••w-H* cort- • !,.-•.. : -. ■.•■- fro ■ c:?r Invention- of MS 
■•••1 t - . 1 ; esemie fTaaioart. .,, 

.. . . .i-*e've MM I lone way MM the davn of civilization 

"'■'- : - nv "-■;■'■■ ■■••■^'v • -'' 5 ^ ?-.- t':c Unc .Ttn::- t:iat ? s been tfl'fn by .:- 

as he's left his footprirt on Ma raffM* el Mm am«, MI 

•«*•*"- ' ' "'■ lor*r wr? Ln that ".ruction* 

Mt M« Ml I C' :'irsctior! -'' tht hur-asn h<s-a*tl — Chi. iMMf MMMM 
° e ,; 7 -< V; ' ;: ''■■- -° T ■' ' 't.rn nf nig Mw ] mmi pMtM MNfe ^js unc'ir.eovciv .' 
country, tad Cor tm t mrt any aumb** of m I* ■ : i pMfo* to Mttf it that 

But ;>oopls vim are in a position to Mil us s itrieritatively M Mt Si 



» T? 
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iaea ' '-t • :..,. fc'itw ! • ; .... , ■ <•-.■■■•..:,■ ,, 

' tiM •' ■■'-■ ■ ■ ■ >' ■- • : ; .. r. i ir« i t3 ti Ml « | r 

ths! Good l >' 3icI - r ' • • ; - • ■ -■- -.v ti . nf • ! .. i it r*ve 1 MM 

is ttaaicaiiy ... . iaz troi I >i.- ,. ... . - , ~. : .. ? t •• .... . that 

MM?, Mil riii , kU ..._..' MB ten .:..... .. . ,;.->■ 

co, ' :! '-' v.,.-. - ■ V — ■ w.i ...... A ,. ... -..., .... .■ . _ . , „'.'.•:!,, 

~ L ■ : " ■*« ■* • '■ • **», M - .. ■ U Mat tray, U rt.ii.Ki us 
; "^ '"'-' ' " * al rj -' - - ■-- • UjojMIH • I I M ., : MM 

•■ *■ lUfe -••- i ......... tt t* 1 :... :.;..: ui • , i mi, 

"° ■^■- ■■' ■ ■ ■■ - -Ti. ... .. .. . . . . . I n '..' i .....'■: Ml ;., . -,-« 

M Mi*l M| it . .. if La: .... ... ..... . . , , ■ ■ .... ; , ture 

HMtU tMl M«l . ,. .... yii^ . .'..,' ,<,<■ .«■••.= :..!;.« r 

"* * ' "' 8alu * - Lat;?; ; tu*. »... cci .. . ......«-- ... it. .:..,■ :...-.. , u ybserve 

;i : - iu - - *■ '— »» lAi» t In Juriuij , < uuuu se^.t, ,,, ,,..... lK u 

* ' -— -• •■.•■ «u W.^ ys wufeii you l.ul.«-, uw ww^h cro« w , 

: ' ' ■•■ ■'■' ■ '' •* i< M M«Wi Mm • ■ M», MM Mi «L*ftt MM MM)M MM 

"' L * c '" : -' : ^' ••- ■ -•■ W«t«q ...,.■ m Um ■ MM M MI«wM Ma Ma In M 
MU» M >MI.,*..»Mm .. MM lit Ml ..- ..: w«uiMua> ui^iC aufc look M MM 

C»"Ciii3 in Cm.: bli.-;,ct o* the t iurc . «a ,.i, ...-■■ ■ , 

- '-"-'" '- - >i - ?*•"» ■."'- i '^ --»• -.•- tv tab uee&uae t»x y-vu 

it s tat u "iiiai .^ ,.j .-.;;*. ,„•. .,,. the ciiurM, »l OQHHifi it M, aM Mt'l 
why ve have th« cross uoaatautly on t..* «Ai«r, sieaucmg auo brilliant - M«'t 
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lose its .;.-,.: ..-. It's not only fcha 1«< latiag fl&gef that'?? aatfa&J pointed, 
but .iIbg r?mn outstretched '■•• trhich f "-> " Is s nyin "; Co m ? -.;t i;: ry ■-dr l - : 
you ar? MVth dvir.,' for! -■ firmer *:'i*>t you r>: y " •-> .. I never inr.*rv:~ad for 

y<>.- Hi (• ^> ; ball.". — . . . .'-no.; -■■- - of. this 'van-Jay s,i , i;;s ~«ov Jurln; elite 

!,rv:r-:" n*>.-?*!00 we'v*? corcr to t >V >ho^t >in. " T/ " '.':!. -yd tc::1'^-j ^'.a:"; th'.: ! . 
title *BM ?N?*dlv sins.' 1 

laawhtajaj rfima, tfca Una rone "won, Jcrs *.j • •.-,- n i „ sa j people eusht 

to m*i*T&tfMd tfcat there arc sirs r,-r ruro '-:•- g;js th,"»n other lias. T think 
I kiiov what nc rean.s. But I don't thiaJ hi p.r !nter> ■•■" >»rv i.-»t? f permit 
hiseir" re hclior.: t: .-. I . ■?''-. I. .V -,•<■ . • ."•/- . ■- ■ f.- <>?, -.ei"^r- c * th.~-' ft't'rs, 
tart no sin ahoul ••• r b<i trio? of .- < t lin;* to he ta! ss ; 1. ivfcly. Sin 

is sin. Iraa though the ae< £a Ly r li ilfieaat *.i ■< t\ '.■■: •. ■..> . '.it ■ .c- sot 
s>sp-> ver? iv- r ott'^rc ?.; ":i, -:If; : H v" •. ; :.r <-■:" - ■;] T .-.■ust remind yo« 
Maat pjg til , M aattex how a«i Ln 1; j - li '-"■ i La fca] ii % e 

ttreetiea ef bell! lm '•-. i soly • m direction • lad .-■" ila< 

:hj to' -■■ - .- • . j ' in tl;p: =u«:.ifg ,-::i i ■■ _ ' ar 1 there; "'!?«■ -"ihly 3ina. 
Inst Sunday it v, ■.; " t \ U , ', - It' J .' " ''7" ....».! (I H My at xce; '-read. 

/-;: Ijh taatt aa you : t luralae, »••••< 

...hut ''iv--t r ' -::xn': re t< .hi >- . ti ■;:? I h* t ■ 1' eenstittttaa 
la- - - wort's cf ; : n o3 .' , ►- ■ rltte-r ,' /■ ;■ bx friend. 

03 Sat chap h. -.' f-ottsr •;:•" ". ' 1 ; . -'"' . ■• ■ i t- 

•Cf'ci ^:\ ct-rdr. „ t'.-rt ;:' '■ l h* " ." " won Lnc that 

. ta£L« la&i t: • aaarvaa or Ibc ikiu '.ewlc- i I h - r 

of thlal taj ...«.*. .h« ct ul( ,' ' ■ ' - : -'-,.l of list , . - 

I n v i I a - ■ -• place to , " . , . ■ •. .' -. i ■ ... '' . w to 

another. ■>. 'a .-.t, ,.;.. ;;roi ,. li th< eoraax basaar, - h ; 

taai pao^ift talfclag aa Huqr aajaajte anc tney mU< la*4 hear 
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'fcu.it t:i .r.»i. U ; ,;!■ f.'.t r.s ■ e -, • r.„ c f y,;x.:; jcjt"-:. 

" : - ' ti i« - ■- ." luiaan Mturv I Mft, 

ti ■ ■■ • ■• "-• v. l»ttac •:... ais youaj.cc frie.ii, ;,..'; 

■ ■.: • • . - 

• > • •:' ' i i - a~ • ■'■■■ I ':.!-..■'}-,;. - _ ...:...:: .i. ■■ t . >c it 
•-■•■,-.- ■■-■■:■■ | ..-,-■■ ,, ","..,, 1 1, • COllid 

«f..i - ■ ' - • ■ < '• .. ' i,i». 

'T"u: : _ . ' _.;__;' t . alj . >\ . ;., 

(Tl»othy)~~ which 'Ml-- »<w*c covjetfad after^ 

thera8«lva« ;.;(!•'-:., with iu»i\j sorrows. 

i .. . t 1 tt .; Su> . . ... ;*. ... ui . 

: ■.■-- that . t I i L..i ] .. . .: m to to* Nf 

■ ' ■' '•"' UO ..*-. ..... ' . .....,! , .... ,,....; ; ; 

evil, and bow wa la the a£ru>tgl« to be 
selves nrstold a^onit-s ©i Rind. 

f«w, attlt* fi .- io ..:.. , ,. it lot v.ti..; I ta't mm! ta iiva 

wit tout BQaey. ionestly! I ^..'t -■,•..„ .,..* ,..« « p-aiuiiiias praac er, MMl l*« 

■"■'- - : ' - •- ?« "..-..;/ co lictoration tsat you ,.-.,.:■ ..,_-. to ke«jj <<^ troia .—in.. 

•Ithoat : WW ■ ling - ..- tQ -.-■.. MMft tfl |i*a tYi IMW ,.... NBtfS MMMNI It* 

&M ;:.■.....-. : . i : .... '. y i ta trouble lit I la ....... I««t tbat taia is t..^ ^^t 

■*■' 'i 1 — -^-'.- -*-.,.... -L. w. ..." — LOjusi* £ „.rfi...... ^ CUxi .- *., . .: m bCiftwOMttoiTfaC *-..:s S&CXOI& 3 .^-V 

• ••••tn< it JUSt iSC ' b trut! I ...,..:^y Xc> UJaiU C»it i-.^jt .. : I. «» xUl ■'.,. ; sji-v. X. : . tills 

i . o eld « 

I sit dowij tverv ,luw uik. t'-ien aiui tuauk Gou for oai^ one thlag ac that 
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precise aaeat Uiit occupies ;-y <*ttontioa, auci that ia Che unboui .-v -oou 
i. i haa com. into ,:y iiik. !>ocuua of tae [iuaacial ;-,tui rcuity of certain 
aaoala Bad las raisec up to ht as I iMMfMtM to ... :. ted I earnestly p&ajP 
t i«tt ab a result .".a aa.c U./Ciiic.tioa .1 .av«- -.aaai ;.i-_. v <: i>, ■;■ ■--.. .; a it on to 
others! Ixney ia itaelt is not evil, 

i c.ui; J : ; think of tids c ?arca existing without neoey, honestly I can't. 
Va-rt^es u -."-irw si ail '•. leaat f rtrt la lac- aacaki;-' .. : . irii.-cc* ia will all ov«rv- 
bocy shares fully u ay- not ahava ia a..;, M&a* a*t, ir.>- t.a.t is wuen. 

at - :- £ viiii u*u ■eut, cat; ,.,..; cou« va?oa you, "aa: yea reacj uowu iatc faal 
pocketv/ooks who yen. , ui @oi i »iog ca tka efferi&i plate, , , • •oaaaaiae ia the 

worsnaii- eaj-erieace, aary as ■:. . ij, you -a^ >.,.uacy to aayaass your jrati 

tauu to Goa. it a .- -aa. -a,— aa uj. tat icaaiuu, ao a.aiCi.U- to GOu too 
ftatitaaa- t a t a? kaa c;<a-t yau do ha¥vj soiuetuiuij ta pat uu tiiat ,. a.,c...;, la 

indicate co Go< tnat 7° e. »-„-aetaiu iaj t, 1 caa't taia.. oi u.u 1 church 

mijina on the work oi aka I«ay4 Jssas Cksiat vithoat it* . .... 

. ...yua aajf aa**aa tawasaadl viki aaaaiOg tfca aa,.., a-a — ail 

right, they neeu clothia.;, taoy seed food, a.,--, -aa ti i>c- 
visitec ana eared Cor. They're aul .ia rsa raxirits auy 

'. 1 you're AUMaMaaxad apixita* Ch 1 aaa laterial 
chinas. Material taina- are . -.,. yosssible ay acney . . . *« 
....you -/vaa: t;<e .a t>x co ,-. o in*.-"? ^...a. .. .a ot patUTOaJLl eaa- 
not take it, so ^ou .iave a usdicai aij*sionary ia Liberie, 
■.oi. a. K:" : :uia iii Laaia. -ai-. fchaj operate without 

■ ,-,,... 1 

.....ao ej ■ • aaoM for tea mitao e£ aha tatejaea af 6a4, aa aaad ■aaay* 

it iaa't aanay that'a Mm aaat o». aii evil, aanay, jLikt«ata.-„ it u:a be 
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&ufc this la t aexrmn on a Deadly Sin. It's AVMIca. . . .it 1 ! Greed — 
the lov« of ©oney which is evil. Ml 1 thlni. I Uiau the reason why; because 
we are peculiarly constituted. Host of M, unless we discipline ourselves, 
never ham? when to gay ''enough.-'' We penal t NMtM to believe that it's 
only as we have a little ©ore that we c«n be batter satisfied and laore 
content. He have never mastered the fine art of saying «mjA, 

I find it increasingly helpful to remaaber John Wesley for store reason* 
than one. For the moment, and for the purpose in this semen, it*?? the fcMfl 
MMI hi learned to h.-- content, a contentment that was born of frugality. 
One yoar, nu s.% matter of record, he earned 30 pounds — about M American 

lol:i irs two pounds more than ha ftaj lived on the earlier year. John 

V/esley, mind you, aade wp his aind that if he eould live on 28 pounds a 
year he waa going to m on livinr on 26 pounds a year, and he maintain ed 
that as ..-. :;>tter of strict discipline.... 

.— ..when he earne-J 30 pounds, 40 r>ouads, 60 pounds, 
120 pounds a year ■— he was going to force M 
to know that ae waa never goin§. to become dissatisfied 
just because he didn't have beyond the basic essentials 
of life. . . . , .ant; in vicing so, of course you know what 
f a* i-oinj; to tell you, he fMftJ Mhn&I far MNM content 
ahan any number of people that he eoula na&e who were 
not satisfied with much, anafe wan than he n*4***»« 
It's Nfeaa M no longer are sptisfiea that wa haven't become greeuv 9m MH, 
that the sin of avarice takes af, and it's the UM of money that causes us 
all our ill*.. 

There waa a chap one tire who waa told that he couldn't t&kz it with hiir, 
and wit that he was 9 he said, "Vail, if i can't take it aitl M a I won't ,oS" 
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•Ithoui refiizii- . ..; o-.ur* th; i ov.r .l;?:v Lcr; ore -: - --j : «-,, ., 

" """ " ' ; h ' Tr ' ' ■ - : '• - ■ « to* th < ho .., , . ,. i ind , lla r:rsat 
coaeer, ^ to Lull. . ,„,„ .. , n ,. tcr Idra> L0 tfl ^ cart ^ ^ ^ ^ 

JfeJ '" " V ' : ^ ^' " V ' v - - r --'i? b,-_cun, tenijhf: yo'u ■ ->1 Mill to 

if iiti fMI, kMMI MM MM*t ttm tt I MM . 

^ *r ever nccr to «,, v : r i,. u , , tl,-.c t^ls I, the Mrca, ; ,t , ., 
MKth, cue only f l. £ , vM fcS: , , t 'r, r,,,,,c ,o u*.«. ... , -? ., tIl Cutimtm 
incentive is t.„->t it -i:,l«.t he li3 er .or , l oo,_ .-,. i. ..... . ■ - f ;,, ne , r for efc 

■■■ ■*"■■■ **» *••• I I ■ I ■ .-.in.- MM* h,. MMMl tn have. 

i>L; ' oi > v • '■' '-- .-.v »us story that I rust relate to you 



AC-' ...... 



........ 3ix. \;- MAM M ;. ,::;::,;.. | ,-";-, i 8 8 ta:v: 1 a Imi L«C 

ll : ' [t! ll -•' *^r to gfci r^, NAM! MHt, il] : ---., - , fc 

you MM tMMT, ir.;u: this, t.S, -oiru of 7 our ffttMur'f Mm, m : Ujtlll." 

I'h« yours- .aa, caught up ,-y so j ■, | ■ pMffifcll t) n .'"' ; r.rAt- 

MMlf vita . fMTMd ., M*U MM rcnr.iu • tc ,cvtr . -.. :,c, 

srovaJ c:; ;•■*■ '■■;....- , : ..• .\ . . :■...;'.,,•_., 

• ..tucre art ;*op., s t uc; ;.■ t. .:,,. Ml Ml til VMMiBfl MttUy 

C!: u '-" : "' fj ' L li; '■'■- - •■•' — - ■ ■ r* . u ; .- rti titf }i to 

M.t MMK MM* Ml Hri UU ., • ., ....... ' MHtif«] v.i.-,,-. . . *MM M 

gi«M hmi mi .,.-:■. ' a .■,-;«.:■; ... Um Nvatev . ■.-'■.- t» .,- u -,.ch 



3J.* ; 'C CC'-it LiC"o; 3J53 iovu. V si ,- * ■• i, ..... . . ..-■ - • 

"■"' v ' : '' L "' ki ' t: ' Ja "°- ''' ico » ! '3* ---■"— i--*U uaw :•> all , MMMslea fiftMM 
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. . . . . j.u l . . c.H.. iin,.-;! r.-.v of the suit cosr.es over yonder horizon , 

>s.i»'s within a foot of ais father's ,:r&vo. Trie atr^n-xr ii- s'eamsxsv-; 

there, fh« i^ji; v;-;o . .:■ r-f-e-A r»-s/,l,i." ft^vtrisiiiy r,.ll Jay coi .llpses . 

co--- -lately exhausted. He dies. 

asvi th--;5 stra;wer simply rauses, 

as he looks down at the tic-ad forts of the fan lyin;:: fist on 

the ground —- '-Low much <roimu, ' says the stranger — - 'how ?,iuch 

uoer* ,_i -ai-.i} re- ally n&v? six Cfet i.*y c-floi 

I *»7CtiIv •s^-y-.o.pt thiit : .-..rf'.'ir>s aotui^j outside of Scripture is nuite a* 
£ad£*tlaf *f the a»mt<t>m soul than Tolstoi's story, which I leave with 
you without further cotament. 
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Sermon - Pastor Raymond Shaheen 

Ocuii. The Third Sunday In Lent ___ Uarch 5, 1972 

"Those Deadly Sins — LUST" 

Through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 

our Lord. Amen. 



Waiting for the traffic tight to change at the busy intersection, 
waiting for it to change from red to green, can perhaps be just about as 
short or as long a period of time as you desire to taake it. aow don't get 
tae wrong, I'm not about to announce that there's a new electronic device 
which you can trigger from your own car, which will cause the light to be 
changed according to your own whim and fancy, regardless of the needs of 
other people that may have to be met. What I'm about to suggest is this, 
however, that it is possible to spend your tine profitably, thinking about 
certain things as you wait for tap. light to change « . . . and then as you en- 

:o yourself in thought, lo and. behold, before you know it. you have the 
green light and you can move on. 

;.:.y friena Paul Miller, of blessed memory, when he used to show me 
around Silver Spring and environs when I first became your Pastor, would tell 
ue as we would wait for a traffic light at a busy intersection, v Just think," 
said Paul Mller, "Let's count the number of cars that are stopped right now.' 
....then with tnat accountant's r;d.nd. of his he'd Bake a complete 
tally, in a very hurried way, and then he'd suggest that it night 
be possible to ascertain how much gasoline was being consumed,,.. 
...and then he'd probably indicate, as I remember, about how much 
money x«as bein;;, spent in aollars-and-cents while cars had to wait 
idly for a traffic light to change from red to green 
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I also remember reading in Trie LUTHERAN some years back about a writer 
who indicated that one ought to aake the most of any ti:ie available to bin 
in tb« course of tae day. ana even while he is waiting far the traffic light 
to change, instead of just sitting there, he iwsjlt to pray — ?ray for some- 
one in particular, for sore thing in particular. . . . 

(I would Bifl wt, a uwei fer, (that if you ^ray under 
those circu:astances , you keep your eyes open lest 
yea be I o alee J and honked at ouce the light has 
a - aged I) 
. ,,aad surely if me . r to -ray under those cirewssjtseees , bs'd be giving 
teed to Che Scriptural injunction that a tsn should 'prey without ceasing." 

But while !'■ not about to I iggest either of these, despite what prefer- 
ence I MgF have fes the latter, I mat tell you that when I find tyself beinj 
delayed at the traffic light up here on Coleswllle lead, St tae intersection 
of Fee tea, y eye is cast a..; '. ^ra.w. toward the pl...ea glass window at "decht's. 
imd there i v ve loe raod co look at contemporary scribbling, with these four 
words i I got ta be as ! ..... . 

....,:.-' ss I sit sad wait for the 11 ;ht to 

ehange, I B4MO upon th^c four words t I GOTTA i sonetihies I 

get ap tight wiien I think about these words, beeauee I know they're 
being bandied about quite a bit these days. One hears it frost almost 
any quarter: "Let • > Of self! — let so be ■ffsslft* 1 
,,. ' Don 1 1 Hell as what to do! ! 
. .. "'hon : t try to run my life for web 

... Get off aiy back! Let rae be z.yselft" 
lew please understand, I m not against creativity. I'w not against 
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individuality. I hope by this time you have discovered that I'm a firm 
proponent of both, "ut as a minister of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and as one who at one time or another, ever so frequently in the course of 
his ministry, has to deal with damaged souls, try to help people pick up 
the pieces and put them back together in a proper order - - - as one who by 
the gMM of God has wrestled with certain folks, trying to get their lives 
re-oriented, 1 know how reckless such a slogan and motto can be. For if by 
I GOTTA 3E ME you permit yourself to believe that you can completely ignore 
and disregard any sign-posts along the way, you could be letting yourself in 
for untold grief. 

If ever I was proud of the youth of this parish, I had reason to be when 
souse weeks ago I sat there at some distance and heard a visiting speaker tell 
them how they ourrht not to allow anybody to stand in their way in their at- 
tempt to self-expression, 

....as they responded to that speaker, either 

directly or among themselves, I gratefully acknowledged that they were 

putting a high value upon the necessity for a sense of direction..... 
Bo I would say with all the ardor of ray soul, if *t gotta be ne'" — let me 
recognize, then, that there is the possibility of different "me." The ! me' 
that I've got to be could either be a good 'me' or a bad 'me,' because man 
is so made that he can be either apish or angelic. There is always the pos- 
sibility of the wicked. ... .there is always the possibility of the good. 

Henry James has said, "Allow me to inform you of what really is a 
universal secret, that within every single one of us, at some time or another, 
there is tae desire to stray far on the wrong road." Nor am I forgetting 
that when God came to this earth in the form of Jesus Christ, one of the 
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things that God had in mind was to show us hot:- it's absolutely poeelble ;or 
us to becoiae the sons of God, as over against renalalag the sons of Adam. 

la one Scripture lesson after another that's rend in the course of the 
year we're being edooalehed to become the children of Light, and not to walk 
M the children of Derkaees. The Apostle Paul was quite ft chap. Ke was not 
at first • preacher, you knov?. It was only later on that he felt the claia 
of God upon his soul, so that wherever he went he introduced the God-factor 
and r>roclai'.ned the saving grace of Jam Cnroat. Something of a 1MH ftf the 
world, he r.*oved freely MMMg the people of the worlcl. Aft I've already told 
you, he listened to their conversations, ba observed then in their foil]/;, in 
their stupidity , in their wiekeAaeae. Once he wrote a letter to a group of 
Christians who lived in the city of itoiae. And what he ; :iud to say in that 
letter constitutes the tent for today's eeraaat the 13th and the 14th shHp 
verses of the 13th chapter of the Epistle to the R.oinans. 

The text for this seraon, which is another la the series of sermons on 

die Deadly Sins" an: ! tociay it's Kh* deadly sin of "LUST". Fortunately 

there are contemporary translations, sash M the one of J. 1« Phillips, which 
aekes crystal clear for at a* I Hk ■ writer had in atad originally, when ' * 
wrote in ais day: 

"Let's live cl eanly.,. as in the daylight,, not 
la the delight* of getting drank or play in ■ 
with aex, nog yet in quarreling or jealousies . 
Let uj be (fcrlet'a men from hadd to feat, and give 
no chances to the JJtP^L.%2..J : l^^J^^^ ri ^-' 
how don't hi-, m the preacher, aad don't hi Mail J. 1. Phillips if you don't 
quite anderafc-im:': what the Apostle Paul was trying to say in that text. It's 
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crystal clear. For when a man becomes a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ 
he knows that he was not meant to follow his evil impulses. Evil impulses 
he will get, evil desires we will have. None has ever been as perfect as 
that, as to be free from evil desire. Don't ask me how we got that way s 1 
only know that we are — and despite a man's noblest intentions, somewhere, 
somehow and in some way or another, the choice is always in front of you — 
to be ape- like, or to be angelic. 

Says the Apostle Paul, Why don't we. as Girls tians core clean — why 
don't we make the. decision, then, not to allow the lust of the flesh to be 
satisfied? And what is it to lust after something? — it's to have this 
craving, this desire for sensual satisfaction, to exploit a thing or a person 
for self -gratification and gratification alone. For our purpose this morning 
it is decidedly a sin of the flesh. When a man or a WHMM uses another person 
for only one purpose and one purpose alone, lust becomes the ugliest of all 
sins, because it is simply exploitation. 

*''I gotta be me" that's the clarion cry — 'Let my desire be 

satisfied, no matter when or how or regardless of the 
price that has to be paid - - 
...I'm not about to preach to people any more that they're going to be punished 
for their sins — I think life determines for us that we are punished bj_ our 
sins. And that is -cue thing that makes the sin 2>f lust so ugly and so deadly. 
God has so made us that when we lust after some thing, we reach the point where 
we no longer experience genuine satisfaction, if ever there was any indication 
of it at all. When will people understand that sex wears off! — when it's 

sex for sex's sake when it's simply self-gratification. There is such a 

thing in a man's sinning which becomes surfeiting, and pure unmitigated, un- 
adulterated satiation. 
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Don't you baliavc kietasche when aonabatty took hi' to MSftl BB4 "a-ld, 
"'You walk mum people :-ia though they were auinals" - - lictzsake countered 
taea one better and i«ici 5 '1 walk aaon- thea- as animals!' -■-•- aak if it is 
M ori inai sin, said the German philosopher, it's laa- Kin of hawing people 
Mil yev- Hurt voa ■flMNSM' gM? pMMTM&f, vou MgJM not to roarer?? -yourself, 
you sbo«l< tMSFf year Cling* 

§MMC Hilda aali i dat tab la thins r - en Oscar Wilde sax;:, T -ie only way 
tc ..;.;: ri.il oC La -aaaaoa is tn ylfcl.a to it. ' If ysn're wt gpdjfsj to be 
til fled vlth tb« I akaia-ral ;k-stification for t.ic trath taat !'■ tryin- 
to skare with Stt, LoH M | MJtS, anlling to the witness stand Lord Byron 
who sad *©t ev< i r ;- : -.;.' niddle a^e, who shouia hnva keen in Mm prir* of 
youth or ka;: ' ai.a ; ; introduced to it, when through life of dissipation 
and paraiaaivenea a , spoke tha*i words .: at none, of •>.<■ -ark;: aa-a: to 'orast, 
Htf days MS ia. the yellow laaf * tan flowers and the 

fruits of love are ;;one. The aor a the canker and aa- grisi 

:.;:::• .aaa . ltM« ' 

aaa, ttl c a SMSJ ti t MM ; - Ml -1 Lowed hiaseif 

to bo XttStl ll. 

k mm itSftiny aornia." M PI MM Mgnther, please aon f t alauaaarr.tanu 
iae, as Mxd m I I tft MM dsw M KM f««t of sin. I would he as coapas •- 
sionata aa I pat Mill J -- ■' ■'- > '-' ' sinner, MM a* us MVfeSM can fully 

understand how ttffievlt it io tm Ml I MMM to HmMU attempt to ha jood. 
But what say be your sin Bay not ba ay lis. , a a a ust Mf -a M oin would 
never ■pffial to you nt all. ttt MM kab HNMtM , to ovary KM Caara cones 
at one (il« or mmJmMI , as JasSM IMM Mid, the strong &M Ira to travel kar, 
on the wrora; a.>;.io. 

KM I vatcnia lit* you as you aero *at«Mng last night r; All In Tne 
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Family' ? And when Archie finds Mmilt boxed into a corner, remembering a 

chapter in his life, rather reluctantly he adnits that he didn't know where 

he was going, and before he knew it he was there. That's why a man ruust 

always be on guard against all the possible doors that are bein- opened up 

to axs in lite. That's why a man must always be on guard, and with all the 

ardor of my soul I would say this to those who are young; de careful how 

fences 
many Ktuouns you take down, until you first learn why they were put up! 

For the Christian there is always an alternative, of course: 

•- * to live cleanly, as in the daylight" 
...and says the Apostle Paul: 

to pat. on gbft garment of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and not to make any provision to satisfy the lust 
of the flesh. i! 
And it* 3 with tnat thought that I would leave you. herein perhaps is our 
greater problem - - - we have the inclination to keep looking for MM 
crack in the door, anc. longingly we feast upon the desire to enter forbidden 
territory. 

& ft * A 

(this sermon transcribed as recorded) 

Ext r a thought: 

John Fiske :! Every temptation that is resisted — every noble aspiration 

that is encouraged, every sinful thought that is repressed., 
every bitter word that is withheld, adds its impetus to that 
great movement which is tending towaru a richer life and 
higher character. 



Setvuita ■- Pastor 7 Ay, ,-,n : :; ( f,>?eca 

LJISSS'^3 . ; v. '•; \- k«t _._ Mara* 12, 1972 

■ ■'• :;: usrcy an ? ^- ^« "ro i Cod 

?^i8t»_our_|lasaad Vm 1 . *.nen. 

5aya oae character to Miotb'ir in. .-» -roadway plav, 'Just loom at Ml 
••'■""' *v. r~ . :,,:> ml" r/vi-v.-sls nnon vhon r«u hag riven the «?lft of gMMSjfc, 
«J *'- ■"'' ~ ^srs an* .-. -H.f.<-.e inarli~v< -it ^ae>. other!' Man has the possi- 
bility, pes ■«*», ^f always beco-%'1 n anin«tl~like t a?i..i vheu ;».t does, chances 
jfe (Ml* 11 nWHTl ASSIST W {'tzv, 

£t esaid be Chat Pop* Gregory had fcaia ia s&ad Miss M mm IblnkiBg ef 
toS ^- ; i^» 8f BSK, ur.d he L.;ci ui: to cat.iiofe ~ *=aci be ^eci-ju.j tacit of ail cue 
sins known to t.io so: i of rar . tht-re «re at Uvirt ^vars ihwit ccilv .... 
classified ...,- leadljr ina, Antf **hen the T o.h f Father <ad* up hla in--, is 
to what woulc he.-, ins ' . >. •.- " t l*o '■;& ■■ ci>»; .•■;;, cha deslsiSB MM .is 
that .:... .:r \-r<yl cl.~,:~, i .':' o »• :■ : ;-.>j = iy «sia. 

fwa . .-' • I h -..-.- :,."■ . »ia ■ aw '-■•■ : -'-;.- ■ «b ty aoraiags darin| Last 

«/«■:' vo ! ■>:- tai' )irt C *0-csUs te*?rfly nlns. hit let ■>:- sav a ain 

'hat aceus to :.■•; *-'-i "; yo :iy classify carted .-. sin-- t:i c-oaaiy sius uut this 
It ■***> la peralt a an ; . i thlnl' that other -hi; are not to bo takes MMril~ 
ouslv. ary sj » ittet ' s Lnsi Lf leant Lfl aay sypssj r to pes, is still 
■ »ia, sad sat L? lis in the sight of God if net to yest tight, Is ■ 

t«] taksi la t'r: li**ct1o.:; >f '. II. ">.r< l-:>,- -.".'• .irj ->r(lv cue dlreeticn. 

Lhia roi siaj. " _ c m in tti i< fias to i ; -' eoasldersftioa of saothar of 
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the ..KjiiUiy «ins. Vo.ay It":.; the -5 in uf airjc-r. K-cxo is -/• t«vc -» of ao.,./;-.- 
there's a fcei.L ■•-■• croa L,r. 'hitUix that Paul ;n:ot« to C.-iri:?. iiau s •.-.-; ,o lived 
in At city of aphusus. . . . ..in HmMi 4ta chapter he has the 26th verse MM 

reads like this; 

but <?o not sin." 



As I Mi tuXs MM ami M I tfctak of Ml Pawl .-Kit to say about anger, 
i h-; o-i -,:-:/b«it confuij. . -a. .acaaily, because dfry> it seeua to ne that Paul is 
dealing with a bit of double ~t.il* . MH*I ao question about this text; 

"Be an^ry, but M Mt MM . . . 
*•-*■ oni 3 *-•■' -'■■■••''- -'; ■'..V ho >an ou to talk about the absolute necessity 

for a man» once he r s bocoac a Christian, to §M rid of soiae of IM MM« 

MM M MUts in that vt»ln he says-, Give up an^er '" , ' .hat now is a 

preacher to Uo, particularly - ... \ Lit is charge with the responsibility to 
ueliver a sennet; upon a 'eaJiy sin coxier, an-or? ;';r, one L ..d «•'■.- o ;tle 

faul MM, M MM? Ml I Mt sir A Mi MMt '''-ad he says, "Give 

uj; anger - - -c-t riu of itl 

Mi if that's nut euou,;i to throt a rvr:,..;ber, he finds MMI now 
confused by the word and the MM* of Jesus Christ, fou suay MMM that 
on occasion Jesus Christ stood up and preacher that wonderful -a r -on in which 
;■- .iescribej Christian MMM* And MM ■■ was talking about Christian 
■•■ ; BMMl . MKU II— fining about 'people ou^ht to bo mV • - • MV that's 
far fro«; being an eaanfierel person! - • 

: M sseek, mid Jesua Christ in that wonder- 
ful serrmn. . , . . . .and then M MM on M £ar M M say that tito vorld bnlmniB 

to the MM« MV that's what He trti 

•••••■Mi M r:var against that, some 
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of ys Stave ■■ ■;•.; : ; tttt'.e^hv.rin;,! .•',:•■ t. ; ■- o.id, when ens i&y •' *alk*d Into 
the ftnpla rmc heraa* f-baoiuf-1-y ififurt^tec* s c ■ with physical force 'ir-ive 
IWIJ i|| u/-5r ; : IfM MM PMfifta Ml VH MM *' |NMlt JtMMi Mi tti raid' 
.. „ jtr v^'S ?. c.=5T!.c.i'/tt.r';i s~n -..it . ., fcrin do^n upo« thoEO who Var-p«»Red tc 
He nesr hir- tar very wrath of *"-■■■'. 

In your reauin ; .' r.f c. •.'• >I« lY<U:a; fcv..t or-*- ..ores upoa p*f« iftet F>*S« i f> 
which f Y-; if reverie .- to r<i, ,-.« ;•-' an - rv Cot.. .low . ist shoul< I lot 

.,.-:.'., thi t •.-•as -: sueatio y< - het: ..- : I »'< it tc 
develop this sor on. Coin; bac* to tin ,''"or.li> : '.- u, ■ .-.la '. •■■•'. " '• i'o be- 
lieve that bero- fti' si 1 rv ^f «.'.* < cce'pt.ns t.M ■ f©i CI ri( fcian! So I i gftUMj 
tc Btop at t»Tt f-oiri aw •■-.- ' ; yc» ] beli**» 11 - ■- I WM^M**! ft** MM 
ccntg ;-.! , -... ( .;• - MMti tteVt linn w»*wri«t*4, !'.' I i WJT « 

■p. , ., ,- ..< t tfetnt: ••-'■.• r — -••■-■■ ;• p I r« "tore c ,<! 5 i si''9 character bv the 
thlncs that saake hit engvy* Saya th* fcp©«tl« Pau3 • r " <" -— bt i ; .R-i?,ry, 
I m (h MM ft«. D - bieterl h uh oufcttM Ly ii •Mr tc < ' < ■c.L • ■ a^oss 
,,...}• | ,-.,-•- iH »r« nuf Mm mi mb m m m MIm i Ibm t MMt mh efaera ■ %Umtr 
1*1* rowfe, KMfM ■■-.-•* n nMfe, b rt* Mr — * i»a «f mm!«3 [weiee vw 

■ .. ;:,. posaib.1.0 bcrvu.--r vv-.-.t-^-. tier* ;■■:■<■•. ■ »rw th< horieor - tirw « atd 
! ... : ( , ..,..'. : . : ,3 .;■:,; ■■■-■•■.._ mt OH laj Btio -outui aVout hit.- --would 
Ml ilUvetMl «•»!• ft tJUMf til .* :-■ - ci-.f !■./. :::-rr.;..c •...■•■:, 

■ ft, t r y, ls . c ,..,; i,j j ..'.I ;; ft] I fefetl llMtlM M BM M»M lIlHIIIlnl 

■J ifcirrt— rifciiln mm «•■■ I »• ■ ' ; ■'- tu — ; - !;i " ■• l "" , -' c **•*•■ **•••*■ 
MM §mw i IWMi Mktel Ml » :-• I Wtw* t « I ■ kl*fJ , ■■■ ■ -■ »•• MM, 

this am ;. belju,, to the ..;..■.... .:...:—:;:....;.-: I MS ' *•■ M«J| M N Ml 
tnii. „. 3 .:: ;iflv-_. ..i - ;:;« writ«« .' II •• MM, M ' « ; ■ I* ■ »«■*•* 
...... m ,: - ■lauTt .,'... :.. , flwo-ier in '.is voice sad *ce the fire i-i ■ U 
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eyes: *I£ ever I get a thmicc to hit that thing, I will hli li MMl hit it 
harul" : This is cue. i&u„u.i. c of t ••.<>•.;- -■.-. ^ :aiM^ ..-•-. 

I thia.* I ...iiJit tcii ycu Ti j.. i ;.ii r.:u, «-.r.ior of ay soul that in the tisae 
d[.L:::: st, Cairist, who 1?? th«- ,rvat J.I11:, an, hiae or c •:,..-, :jhur«:h i:-,ay aols 
.. .J -, ,-.-:,. vj. js-i.f^ i. ; - ; ;;iu,si,-l ; :^ for t-.c.-. thiu,,s lur waich it falls to display 
any kliia of an>,ct at ail -- taa social iajuiLieas that .», .au% :-x--tiu-. about 

ptll,i to hall, vita who, wj as.soc.iate — aa- v* u;vc ao • .^ :u, I ■' .,:- ?.t ail 
to right the ;,^vil or.-, hio .rouao., to ;,:...-: iufuriate-i oy h:*- f,ro ; jress that 
the Devil is ■--.•Ma.. . li . ■'.■; ■'--. ^-sjtatiuu I a^Iui;;. UMI Ml who MM the 
quality of ana— 1 ■£ iafuriatec" at evil. 

•M of MM VMM wise things saiv: ImM - MMMM f uijfht VMM Ml MM our 
ulseuesion MM* la HatoN Ball ^as spoken iy one of fchc ;. . < ■- : in which 
tie observe, that ia MM uay it's bean said. tf...t «•**■ B I B— I ■ tolaraat ef 
Mil. t..-\t yresuBiafciy the only taii'sn that wa uou't. ^oi^rr-tc in Hii i.s 

virtue! Say® the Apostle Paul, '''la aagry, MM Ml sure you MM MMff Ml 
the ri ? f'i- thi«r.l 7 ' - - ■>--■ s - £rf - : v->- s - ■ •"■•■'-.'-" i -° i " * : - : ''- ^-i-'" iv^-vsi 

Hi it ever MMMH M) fM, as I « sure it does aoi occur to Ma, MM 

there MM MMM M* | Ml and I becorae ■ I* MMMMM • m MMa hurt, our 

prUc h<. » suI'farc-J a !>iow. ,-*:■ a.i-,i:y ■ ■■ ■ -it hr. aur. ■-'=* . :ry tor 

tht;. ti,.; I Eaaaaa* • * • • « 

,,,,3<jub i,£ ii art; listurhed *MM «• can't Mi 

our u,:u t-. r ay. * - . 

sane >t ' Mi disturbed MMM MJMM NMf&i MM*1 

see what wa are trying to aa .-•.'■■ sliaa»»«aa we get angry. 
.-- contribute little <;,oa ■ to tn« v.- ,.,,.- ,.i •' , iv.-a, by our beco'Mn;, in.;ry, ;■- 
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particularly it ■ -.->.;.■ -•- fr.fr.yir.t?;* ' c -..!*« our sri^c h.»s beea IMMU 

What new 1" there vror «„-it- (.:■.* i ■- of ^r-r? '.^ybo it pan be ?aj<5 

'"' " it wlf ® r - '' : ' ' :r ■"■• -'a :■"■•' rv 'lt.i-.f.fif. cuv»(~ (that r"j;=Jj fyin? nhreg* '"p.f to 

b« spoktt. | — N l > ttfy ) ■ - mm Hta Kfjt BM paly ■:>?" ImIm. mM gf 

■- r '- : i ■'•■ jeronin; :ii.,„, but \ ?■ al-sc runs t*n* rip; of loslp-a eoatro'I 
M I M Bltaatiaa, M MM .'ic' of Jc-st-s ChrJr-t r. .- 'ioc- T? b«*cmra infucisftM' 

but yo;i ctu.'fjot at-y i : i. -■: Lost eonetaJ §4 MuN iMtf tttl ti MM ffc tla« M 

rr;.'.alr;t^ ti.c sct*i cf It — ?r«, » purely ht'nr.n r-of.nt of vt^w. fctch of the 

^•settle ;t r' t .-. .'; '_• vat , , : .,j. ( failed ti cope ,-;.<-.- [*• nt ■ ■ i«t 

tvom V,.- fact ..' .-t «,'( nr-v^r o.*it*' ■ ,.,??■» te^ * />■ art of 'Vf*f>rin? r>ur coo '. ,-■■.; 
«■'•• '^"■"W- our < >o7' • - -•-:.-... *.. e b m ->t-, ; . L .,.:..., „ -,. ,r, ; t . , nr cetg thft 
I • ■ •'- *: : ! il , ••■ - :. ::. ... >-'■ . .-> r m {- .;-•. Xv Lai *,, aantta] »1 hi to LI tat :■" 
l-r .5 f ri:- c.'jr : i-voI of t,e si^-.iitf.r-n rr; ft-il. 1 .. 

Hay»« i . .;•; only corrective that v« i rv ,-A-f-r >i-t ''cr rbo sr-- < ■'■" ,s<:- nr is 
when we ©.?»« cmrt^Sw:; ■--. t; v T oc.h: wo ',.--. < ..-,-: we becouc ar ry without a 
5 '"'•''■• " •'-■■ C'-,.r..- -. ,- co t«'ll yen Bfcary ,. : Lnfcnd, Do yon r, ; ,rrr,;r it 



a :.. 4J 



• »•..«« ana « co, .-,.._.- < .: cohort; . sur -rv- . v .." they '.;-<->, '••"' :: dull 

Uit'ic v,.,.s .-■ yusiCHt cocoanut .r,.-/. . um 1 if onl^ t ey coul< EtPt 3c«« 
of kIm mnnMl ..)<;--•'.. s«ti r thai* apatite. : '■>■ nopp rJrop-* the® 
ras --'.(>uc ,:c Mala Mm oacaaaal La ki pa4 Hm taaoaaata, n Hmv 

£ - itJ tiie- ni '■■ - : '- -■"' - ■■■ * -■ - tka; .■; ■:..;-.■ ..- taa sttaica muI 
!-:■- Btam i ..' ■ u thn ,. ; •■ :. to '',/ Lod « ao< ' f Bta*.« 

...but -- •■- t .. ...',--.,-: ,.v ■ wor< sovx- ^T'c.^vr; . 

mk», t, -...-- ;.. i ;■ ... '■.- ■ ta Im KDlaatad - ■•-..-, : itcaa \m» 

"- :1V; ■'■■<-- v '-' infuriate by the st'.t-..: ,- :;• ;•- >>.:->n::-- t •„,.,. •--. -t; b I 
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tsroisi, ... . .so tiiey reacted, ami plucked tlic cocosnuts thai, were 
wi til Ixi theit grasp, and threw t!ieu« down. Sinbad and kiM "rleudn 
got exactly ./hat fciiey wanted.... 

....bat th«i twO&keys ctada g«>I, 
aoakeys of Lueuselves .... 

* * £ >S * 

(lain sierisou transcribed a,?, rscordeo) 



S«*Bxm ■ Pastor Raymond iliahfrea 
b« rif tk S unday I* ^ant _ ~ _ Pa^sloa Js^miaf __ l^tch L- A 1-./ . 



T i »*«• *Jc« "■ i ? ins N'VV" 

£ ' ■ , - . • , ■...,■■.■- .'r 

. '... it .. fl M . I I &0B« 

' '-'.,". ■■ :'■' 'V'"' * : ■"'• 

;'.<;:.'. ,-<.;..., -.>«,»,..: £■,-.:„*:... •>/-..•> "• -s-^y witiii ... >*•.,• li.'/ • ■. - .1-'.. c 

.._. ;ii*iT)ict»r, • ... i ii...^,> ...... , 1-, v, , 'in, tfi.-:. --ot.-.er Oi ":r ' Icif,.-: 

-. _uc Lu ciU ;-... as- on,: -.:k: is, ....«j«f.i> .. i-riivi .-... distraught 

,..., -.,. ;*}.*. j \^ u : < L v ,f.L «v^i £'•;<; terrible 8'iocb '..-•* --r fir.-'t-bor ; , 
jMfc&< wCiwui..; ...v.. act", oiucii *©■;.•. - partis i ■ than sr.v Mtaf tMMMi 

Oii tula '..-i^. .oien i>;; xp i. • .,■ tiu-.t otaers . 1 1 MM ia li . i»en th« 
, ,.i,-i., t .,i. iwcc¥< ,vw .... panj*r*. . *; t centals* tills ! La btl MMKt, M 

tffyi-i- .: . ;■■ ■.:..-■■. L"r ..t .:: t . :-., ....•' last' it a?v sn r-idc-nstsxiains; Chat it kM 

MwU ;;.•. 'i r >av< k&owi>. ~- •. ao-s f< .• . Pi first >ra, i( hi I !»•.*« Mt M&f 

ittsrl. kvt lMnrln« • ■'■• >- ><- ''■■•. ' : -' >'>-at' ti - h - ; ■. 

i,4t«l on i.. Ca« pi«y s ;•:■ laatns thst Cits fWp I MM ll IM " ;n«J.ly MM 
beeota* a .%'itaiM- ,jv .,-■•• o*a U> tais brot^i o; T ~-<. ■ . MM I - 91 M M • 

[j li ■- m IMI MB i MWU kM ^< ; f W f H N MN 6« - ' ; .'- t»41 H : litj 
t!j«t ..-*.->• ■-- It. ■ -. i •>■!. c -i'^'i '£'-a.-Wf.ia;-..J.e t«i a:-: to call t;..Is c-.ilJ « 'tea ■ '...-:-, 
..■,-;... .-...,'.■■ «ry, I aos'c want wia* to h>® forgottm' ... 

,,,.,.: ■■:•■. r :ie =ss ."? tmat * - ,« ■ a '■■- ■ •■■li:» '-""-.-, 

r ; ::'.'v:. bMI tiM sha-ioy tl MM M— ■ F«lt« MM 
tbr I t>>t« •••• 

ery* youi t^nucst t«i «xO'r-3T .-"^cf^s-iry . "cur Son. MK ":'l~ni^-i \*m€ t Wi£% 

«iwbya ■*■: !.. .v. .;;.;. f^. ... ;c d!i nev-sr :-• fwr^ntea. For b< toe,- - ; '- :. ' r^WT- 
►ntly think the thoug(i.ea of J'**suss C!»rist, scmevSwre tK*? mf-iActow ul s crass will 
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- i*t *:> one r. .-•■;. . -, • ; 'k . . -:,.-. 

Jahu ;A\ »:■•:• : 'c^r.ivr, *«» (-•':■ '.s-.'dt.f t?i -.f. El us sar.rifi.-.ii] L! ft ai-.. 
■■• ■ - ::■-.,■'■ , is*.., ■.;!}..!, iv.'.^cj t: wrltf ic>r,othln>' . ./: ', tut. '^ncalm., " ye 

,-~ t>niy sc - ir. T.i ;.i*i ■ 01 •■. ■ crj ---r j •- -. .■<•.., ■ , : . :■_ ( r -,; wafi Jecply 
: r1«-.t-,. <~ aot , i ; . ... I :.f;i ■'•-....;, ': .r .t ■ ,v --,*;.• t-i ;;■•-.;.. ■■'.. ry ;:,-.? 1 .i r;h^ 

■ : • : .".l-3'-i:., >-->::. j . :". : . ■;, ,,->.-', . Ui : •■. ^., Vdv.* i.i.,11 ,..■: ''-„!.-n. ,..:■. 

.:■:■, »Cv 1 = £^.. «A-,- i. s ! , v, <1 .:■ t j ■• ; ; . : . ■■■.- . , r;,; M ._ •; ... i,vit«z, \..\VJur 
Ml «*a t:li* I ■ . 3! IK "ill ;.c-y >r,. ; ;.!.-, .•....- •'. , .„ * : ia ?'■•*,<(*, 

...;' i-aft ic uu finish .'. .:•> it {$ It- .• ',■ - .: •*•. ■■-: i' ;.t m*- , ~-'''i&c 
'.'■■ -c-,. irate- »-: '■! ;'..• cr-Jci ''-f .'. ■ ■!:. . It -ur-'an'c ;•-*'•:»•• :<•<;■• . ■ .-.., can't 

l«ite f.i| ,tc -v.it ■-•-■- c. w.. 1 »xi , l. l. '• ; ->i., r ,.v ,; ~ * m*{ ;uit« feeliava 
t-;. ; it >ar> itaic k as> wiefcu .•- sIj, •. :. ..." tc !• ill ; vel'v 'Jos? .-. : ". ; .f 
sftther vv cr ui $r#t .. If ■•• i^e. »'« ■ X' . ■•• .'-•- i--.- r era** Mi 
■■•>■«< v iy' ci- .„.■-.. ;■; ' :.. ; t "■■ . ■':-.■'. . -. ' <, '. :-v >-.r -,%(■■■-■, 

It W*a the ait; ■-... .,.;f ,1'.. r-i ...;.: t; :t ■.. ■ - ,. ics is? ^rist L-;- Sq v >. \ zv..- .-* V;-: 
cannot thiol s! th* crucifixion ii lir.kj l -..- im . : ■:;-. V.yu aj ! 

I c,.r. ,:'.v-j'r L^i'; .-..bout i ,-,>,. ■ s;-f>t":i --* r •.;. ■■•...-. ■ ,r ; .-u irithout tal 1 "-'f"< o«r 
ftllkfvi natutfe. . ,,.at'.'j c l sa.t u-i",r - , L ■.*- , ->t '.';-. I a-z r.*-.;vi-,; iibu. -.-:.; iS '"tly« 
&a«li re*fcu : . t '.., ■ .-/ t&i Hmm tusday »ri t«p arii Laat m hkvi mm 

iif>;ii>th«! co t . «c-out .i-j;wt:iiD- rt tout's '-.i.-,,-,- L-i?.adiy SilW, 

flM iseriey ao*^ ■- .' psucticciliv r«fl Ifc* niinii klve«d| m'v« f^lVtHf 
«b*u£ Pr itlo on Ivatice, iu. uamt axa . :. v.r. toua. it'.; v.> tin ©J 'jnJVT. H 
S^otfa ■"• . tiattaajr, t:i« orJ -\ ';■.'- u£ %'<•. -.;•■•. .^^/ ,!.:■ will ia-&* to 
'v^L.ti tor ;u.. .-; otijt: ti: u. ■■•-_ I..*. ■/.: a... ;.•- .:,'.». ■;:; . .,.'.■. •■„ an'fy t ills in 
■ tatog^fv nil (if itH -;v«i. ; .-?v .*_*,/ a-i c;- s:< '. ' c; . ..,»,:, ?h«t»tfel u? :.'-: 
voa-^1 acrur-'i.,: - to r".-.l.tuev„ he's; fotc;"'" ro roca-ittiSB t^sat this i--** 1 ? c'i;o ?!>!?< 
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. ...;. c'iU oi" tn .»«.-:0£»;< .v t iv. V .lull's '. '•*.'>".., - . '. - fi I 3! ffc,81J£ JS flat 

i/ery ri**x"aij t ■■•■•-.. - = ■• --■■'■ < ■■■-•■•■ **»>' t.»ch«**, tiirectlj rti- 

..-.;? to ; ■■.- ■ elfi:-;lon of J*-M9 ■ .ii.lL. '!>.: '--.<■<; ex wriU-T, .V.tf*;. hi 
Lis "/l ■• fcfer, ■;..,•■• I> -:v,. ;,ir rtivj ^»*t J»-ISX- eJ i rwjre * '_ J_ : .. 

■, .... u ■-. -, : Oi' .'■.'. v? 4..;,- .He !.;!»-.- '-ri.^ "'--V v.m • >•?.:.! -.■•.' J < sun ;'Hitli--f? — Eh* 

sti o£ > iv* ? 

ei.l :.>,-.■■ l Kit ,' ' t'iii.i i;s;- <cx ' • i. it = --.'or;.!;; Hate, 

"ov.ii . ..-....- 'v, .'..•'.. .' ',:.-. tc H*. <;.-.■ i •• .", '■■■ - is .Ktlt'.JU. ;'* 

■.; > ' ,.(. 'I.;,!,-- f'ii! <-• ' ' "i \r.) ..'1. . \\i*t • ly It '-. ..m.-.< ,, ?.j va-if.o-1 t is ia- 
,'.;. i ; ■ ■-,■ .. . " . . ...;.-, ,■ ' ' -fcu* : I .. - t ■ > it ; >■ Li*ta 

wis. 'V M*1 M - my Eauxt isi - *. ■ .a".vt i,i*,! 1,-iiM Tf'.MC«v«i tiate as t*»a 

to think, ■:•■ ' :':-?As.t.L i ■-- tri.^, ;:.-■; . cu£i';'i»i •„■■•: ¥.iiuy -.^Civaticms Lu«| 
MM lnveiVv;< ', ' : ■ i - :-;U-. ;■.'•' '.'.,•- .-j.oua. f . ; \a^- ;--6u : -\L>s , p-aopie 

aty ,. : illj o." bl '.i i ki h , i ■ ;■ ■ . en ...» c -.'■ want ..J.' t tll*dt 

♦ »..£'».-•: j , . t:.,.:-'. viiui .;■ j .-. .:,... i*,.,. «a a f,l»saiat; 

y.uy ,- «mt to .:,; it - • E Wf BMl't ItMWl ii* IMMMNI« 

'■!. 'tin .:■.,,...;.", 'still .,.!:., ftUout tbeir i." : » i '- ? 
....that's .i l :' mcb, ycu ties, cc £..i« L^fW.jr* i 0M hapllii ttttt** 

Christ, i • .. ,• - ; ■:•„!-.:'. !.e: th ■« & c^wv «/or^6 rf*»r« spatal 5" v Voatiaa 

?i!.it< !;• '. »' '■ ■• ■■ -r .-■.— *-' : ratrc*^ t« t«.ii..v tltas. Jc3=is i.jirist 

Cs.- - .''* i.u.c i-...' royi ■ city I, -. triyt^ v:^ wat£> . , * • .".\'u*.£it'uc.n« hmu .'*cnse 
ill, , f.rociAif,ifi , .■ ..■.'. .. ..i tv i-ui >>cv* oi .._,,4... ;. i... j !.;.-■ -* i. ; t ut v:".c 
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,.; , ;-.,..-. .:- ,.c ..-.r. .--» 1..U- c:»«. .^:-.fl' s - --- --itr. itfrc« tiw ■ ut it 

..chh:-. ■ . . ■ ,,:■...-. . .■ • -•■ •-.::- :rc * -.r ; 1? t i ta! o • 'n i-.o 

, a> .. . .■ ;, i .:,....,".-.' i ., . ■:'■:. ..■ t, :*<?-. ■•• -i? *ufic«-: ';*, fc:.*r o'Sll ?« 
rui-jrt , ■';■■-.-■ ■•/ '.■■» »■-... •-. •.; • .- :;- "•<-'■■ ■ ■ - •■• ■••* t'-iti'.. ... 

,,,„„■." i : .... rcfty w«U -■■:--: ; . ...'•..: sU ... f.a t U- 

,- ■ ..-. ...:",.■, „ . ,.t V ':■"' th'„ .-« ; '- -*• !.'•• . W-ill 
",-•■::, _:■.■.- 'iU.tiSU t' : >«U, - ..'. t f H'.'-.!.;,'='< turfy utJ.xlt 

.tu ..«'.-. ear* -cj /, ...» 
,.,,...■> NMtlM llmtm -■ M» **»'e tml ~ * •.--•• »*.«i Hii* »vry iawu . »»wrt!s 

, it.i»'ati( .. '. . ' ■■■ C-)t ■ .-. { ." --J 5 ' - ••>•■" : 

. .,.,.,' s .- ... u«; • . ■«» • ■ -■ * -tot, ' ■'■ •- ■ •■' . ■■ i. k«* 

•....I-..-, <- ,*...-;: '.-■■■ *--:u.i- -i wua. ,k> U^£ ..-j-^ai ...i ^ ,;r : .. iisn t ■•» tuiny 

| M Hi COa •", - -• --' .ui u.,.v.- -.viM*. ,-.-' U d-< WK: t.!at .•.■;••■.:* .■' 

•...«.,!. . ,ii.u .,,.;. .. ,.- . " '. . *•".:• L...".Ii>.. .; -.■-j...',, •• - •- ' t- •■■ ' ; w.^i ■ ■■:*/■?:■ ;■* 

It '.»* tar e . '-; :...i: t.;u/ ^ii.'-^..;. Jewui* ^Caf ift . 

Miyv i« >t«jt Oiilv s.""-': .?.i''i a^st ».; i ri < i i y ret.:: tft.-. : to c;<s! crucifixion e.s 
,f«.s«u8 >.".;■,*: is i. it *.,- .a.<w, i ..' vc u ;.'.tv,.ii., , £.<«■ X-.ar ^.t: ;;. ,; ,.-.;' i« ■^■y-t to 

tvs ur . ;''Oi;-:: yt c- licve it ■ - w« L,U.Ht *ucc*---..: 'liiirly ..;«.! 1 iu eo ; v::-;eri'i^ 

LuJ9t.......wc t i,.;.is. '.a u^U to bri«- ->uf t(-,v>. ; j utw** control. .... *^e ;.-i*?.t b*i 

able to sfiCO) ies.i ..sfc> ; ;..;v t.,«K >■;- .,,/•,• k-i •■■..... 

br;>3t;^s.? M'T l-^ri,- i::>.6«c*sf •-re I.e'ii «l*»i»-V« bft « fir 4rt3-lfi A ;.. i: 
v:-.! ; -.el--ed.-? bis^ i<; \iitu! frloa^ 6 iifcti* bit u-*tfc*»t fc-irf.r» av is . i'awc 

tlati u-.vr« i.T i.is.'« .k;Uk* t^i;; «w -Jo. w?»«ti»*c it ; ^ tale i?i*rcv, ...sjsil**' «m our 
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* "'"- V..:.. ill, , ...a.i.v r ij, .' ;.■*.* ■-' *• 

!• the ptlnt / . .. .. . .' • iii ■ , cj , , , 

•' ; ■ " ' -• e, i.t. i w r« .... ■, - .■.,., . t Lfe « 9 

Uiigh >tri et? ,. y- ■ ,,.-v~* .... ,- ,. ., 

" ■- - - -*■■•-**■ > Ji -■ ■ ■;• it i©Iin u.ur< in 

'- --' ' ; -.. Lt.-.i r.'Hii--' ,-••-.■•■ ,....-.., h - 

' ' : •' ■'■• ■ -- ■ ■■ - - -« --• ■" ', : is 1 1' 

■ • '■' '■■' - ■ ■ ' " - F 1 ■ • ' ,- < - - , 

-•--•.>.■■■ »< i-^;,.ft t, ,_-,..- -, J . .j. f ; -. • a*id, 

" ' ' •' ' l ~ ' ; •' ■• ■ ■ ' - I ■ H *t, " «J i-iKt hlfftH 

' " - ' •" ■■ '"• '- ■"- - '■■--■■ ■'- "■■■■■ ..... oi ; etvy 1;;.- 

"**' 1 ''■ "' "* ; ' : '' •■"-•'" ' •«" vl;o u> tu ta«t lo-^nt ..- , .»t *tl • 

* '■'" " - t^'^tsl ...".. visil-- -. lkzlLwi ■.,.:., trouL it. ■;.,.., 

■ V " ls ' ,c " - : : -"' -- ?■-- - — - "..in, - ttct .v,a 2t av, 

*l Mtnt a«i-;, i'U i V ; 'u -^. . ^. iC „, . ..... ,_„ a via:; first 

""■"'■' VlV4 Uis * 1 '^- ^iiiAi.^- ..... CJit ..,. i.*, s .ha :* y. :1 .i.-. : :.i , : «Jowie 

tmum ; : k-!«t the Mr*t ;wj ... ; ;. ,. ^, ... 

»«*,£0« ti .. „v • .. ' ..:,. kic« , ■- i it .,. wanted. , ,;t ti<i «rf 
. >• - to ta .,« ii& ail, b€c«»6 fe .»,... ...r iU:v a .ioublfc ^rtion auci could 

...jut L '.« caviouii :-. an wiJs* *ii*ci u.ui<iliin to r,sk« his 
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trfjl ri-.c,v* v^;.. •-. " f-n t »n!«f«s vj*i nJ-.i *•-■•* >-''' f'r.i? . . , ; --v ?/'.■--. I ••-■ envious 
" v ~ "' ; "" ~ " ' ■ • 1 '- ■•• vf: • .. r vis! io '* .,-• Mir;, - in one 

J -" c '* ' r " '' ; "^'- hi l«»8t t 1 : !l *nt r?f M* '.".:,....'.'"• Air f-.arr •'..: ; ;.-,.*: blind 
".- •-*'; s>?»a, =*< Vv 'let, a-nc 1i? r"vr«nfon ':.<"«-. H( n c .- r-ors-, £ -.;:.,.•! *»£ 

! - "" ft lA ;? er-'v v ( ai'.f. ;-.■ 4;. .]».;■- tc Che ■■■■:-. . . ■-: oj ".■>, :'.,; .ffaatia 
' irist *\58 tut If la;. . 

''■*'■>■' ''-c: v^i •■ '■ . | awrxon it t\ *i*r-le* ■ ' ufcy ',,■ , . ta 

"'•" 1 " ft ' " -'' '-"'" ; '*•'.'■' "' • ~*r rt»r« vrt-L^ r. t tt<M to • • •■ r*^ti*v>. ?.:u< wuiis 
be re co : •;* ' '•: J :t -. ' iJ t ■-: Sana , L - ■-■ ■.] * < , ■• r*t a 

""' " ■ ■ a - '' ' '■' '" •■ ec .''- ■■>■'. ,,• • ; .■ j ,,, »„,» - t ,, s ., i(S , 

0«! £ - ni thc.r "■' •:: .- ; : •. Ff . r i , .],. -, . ■ ' :,'...,, ,-,, 

■: "'■: -'or- -..',i:' -. ■■ •-■ ;*> • ■ ' ,'•..- :-. ' rh^nt*' of I : ". -.. - 

gtij «V -■ i_1 J [c ^ - . = I 1 gll . 

■ . 'ins inccij it v. em >■ . 

■ M I MM1 HMOtlf ■' :.>t fMI*8« ';.:*;,i,i.-v , TC's M« -•- MM ,.;- 1. .>♦ .-;?',' MM J 

"■ ■ •'■'■ «y ~-7 t.iinn by myself? I'^at's rhj '-.. ' Ives w« tin I si> '--rU'lt, to e--,-- 

j-oves M>4 tf- ..:. ,. ,:-', ! . . •. . it'. v;f eItsrIi-,,, \r... chat's - '^ the 

:-<-.'■ Spirit ttitM M course?." w: ta ■■..-] u ;- l-'t\-r= v-*^y, to ilQHHlj dtttiSV t* 

■"■'". ••- tr ' :■--, ■ : vf t-.t r wt-Ii, ;;..<,*. cc cv;vv ;;Iw ■"■- ' ■. ■. i ■..■. .>: ->nu f'iret to 
cbisk I U tl I I ■ 

;:.:.-,: I Will tw.i . ,,, - wis . .. y ry .•',...; sterf* iJ . .;. | MM M MM iMMMPl 
'I'o f#« Ml MMtt" - - as biS »tt«e>ti«a MM Mllcd to e :....]'. y,. r,„: .. ;■,.;.,- aytti-* 
saobilw, fc*tv> iiittsst. .t.:..;i ■ ,.i ■:■■ ^../ M -« -:-c wl I'.^t. • ^uit« MMMMlMI« "SHm 
iuu;= -yH Linn r;,'it" iK:c..:a ;,. Mis jvoti.i-r .iv/ U t« M-: ;, pafliylll MM Ml 

MMfcM .i,;,,u s.:y, ''l v!-..u I i«4 i btfttilfltf likt. £lifat! ......tuli -..^ ;: s.niJ» 

'I vin^ I MVUI Ml ■ MMtbM Uka ImUcI 



Addenda — "Those Deadly Sins — ESVY" 



[Perhaps it would. The Italian painter Ciotio has I 
picture of Envy - - a being set on malicious gossip, eager 
to near anything bad about a worthier neighbor; and so he 
is portrayed as having large, distended ears. He is gr»d| : 
and therefore he clutches a ba* of gold with one hand, and 
reaches out with the other, his fingers sharpened to clm/s. 
Le in poisonous in cunning ; ana so a serpent springs crou 
his mouth; and since slander always de fanes tn,o slanderer, 
the fangs of the serpent fasten on Envy's own brow.] 



Sermon - Pastor Pjaymond Shaheen 

Easter Day J . -^J^Ll^Jl 

"SOMEBOOT CARES" 

There is a dynamic quality in the thrust of a single spoken word. Let 
a bunch of rascals be gathered together, inclined on some mischief, and some- 
one has only to yell one word "Scram!" . - . . .and immediately they'll begin to 
scatter. There is a dynamic quality in t'ae thrust of a single spoken word. 

let a MM be talking down the street, or perhaps turning 

the corner, and all of a sudden there in front of him ae's 
encountered by a perfectly charming lady. It could be the 
look in the eye. ..it most certainly could be the dynamic 
quality of the thrust of a single spoken word, as she 

simply says, -'Hello 1 '. and fror. that moment things can 

begin to happen 

I suggest to you this morning that the meaning of Easter can be found 
in the quality, the dynamic thrust, of a single spoken word. Retrace our 
s te ?S quickly, please. There ware two women in the life of our Lord who 
loved Him as no one else quite loved fife. They loved Him dearly. One was 

.ry, the mother of oar blessed Lord. And the other, significantly enough by 
tae same name, nary, the Magdalen. They were found at the foot of the cross, 
keeping, the vigil. Drawn by love, they could not be' kept away from the Resur- 

rection garden. 

Jesus Christ had cone into the life of KM? the Uagdalene and hac. trans- 
formed her ~ because love always brings a transforming touch - and he had 
intrcduceu into her life the eternal dimension. He had marked indelibly upon 
the favric of her heart the fact of God. Other sen had loved her - for what 
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she could do for thei&. Jesus Christ alone loved her for what He could do 
for her. 

She had never known a love like this. It's the nature of love to be- 
lieve that life goes on s as love goes on, and that is why Mary dould not 
be kept from the Resurrection Garden. They said He was dead. They said 
they had put Hira in the grave. But Mary, transformed by divine love, could 
not get herself to believe that this was the end. Love does not deal in 
endings. The characteristic of love is continuation. Love always believes 
in a tomorrow! Love always believes in another chapter! So bewildered and 
confused as she might have been, Mary came to the Resurrection Garden — and 
there, if you will, the miracle of Easter took place. ... .with Jesus Christ 
standing there .... 

. , .not performing a miracle by cursing those who 

had killed Hi©. . . . 

. , .not bringing down legions f ron heaven to drive 

into the sea His persecutors .... 

. . .not by snapping His divine f ingers , bringing 

sight to a blind MM, or enabling a crippled boy 

CO i, 1 .! (ixi'i. «••«(> 

...but the miracle of Easter occurs in the dynaiaic thrust of a single spoken 
word _. ._ . as j eS us Christ, Lord and giver of life and Master, looks upon 
Mary and calls her by name. 

I-Jhat is there, Wf friend, that you consider unique in your understanding 
of the basic nature and character of God? You are a Christian. What is it 
that a Christian understands about God. A Christian is not the only person 
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who believe* in God. kaay, uany non-Christians belief in the fact of God, 
, . , .?U4t ip c«ivr-r.- uiii.'f-,:.-:.: i _-. our understanding of the fact t| Mil We MMM* 
MMMMf M MM we MM taught aoout M4 as boys and (MM la MM« School. 
|| Ml ■ MIMM definition for MM GodJLs J.ova_. And M said, that's the 
whole story about Gou. One cay In dud's plan xor us ha tfMM&J MM M Ml 
for* of a MMS being, God Incarnate is MM incarnate. m one ever MMi 

Ml My J«*ua MM lovcv ^iviaely..».,„erfectiy....comletaly.,.saeri- 

ficialiy. So MM, possessed by that icve, is MMI M the Resurrectisa 
Garden. Me MM appear again! Again she suat hear III3 voice* |MM Che 
relationship MM be established. It was never uieant to have its day, Ml 
thea |e disappear. Love never puts on a disappearing act. Cod, M* M love, 
H MMys appearing and re-appearing. And the aarwel of it all is, you never 
quite know where and ho%t lie sight appear again. Ml appear M will! That 
was the MmMmMm toMh that MM to Ml world as it came to a bewildered 
and confused wosaan natied Mary. 

■Mf tell ae that this ftg the Age of the Electronic Coapute*. MM Mat 
ae MM our age, will be MM> horned by the electronic computer as no age in 
history has ever been transformed, MM wonders are wrought by the computer.., 
...they run supermarkets >y cc aters... 
...a physic! 1 ■_. ..-:.-. Mt M illness at some distance 
MM His ■ , IMt, rtlWM to electronic novices,,., 
...the Peon Central RMImM Ml UM one lost car on some 
isolated aiding —- one car MMJ thousands upon thousands, 
thanks to the computer..., 

....up in the 'ttill* of hoae* when we need MMMiaf fv 
the local vi'l.';....- bftoM» store, M M MMI, - ': Tor 

it — the t&Ml 'Just a MMM* Vn sorry, M don't 
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he 



have i t , K ut just a repent, please "... .?ic gl*.-t<-,p e ars tin 

be comes back quickly — thanks to r? computerised cevicc 

Mi Mil ua when I can |M it -~ MM the delivery can be 

expected, end MM Mt trier, is pMftJ to be MM M if ,. : et 

it, and MM Ml condition of the MMMBttM will by, m| 

from what |M it is feeing to be taken , 

Mgaslne, as far back M 1944, MM that one poiaputer, in *io aour'a 

ftMft, ecn do a3 auch work as | Yankee HlJil HUM wita MMMMM could ac~ 

MMMM |a fl iifeti^.1 Technologically, the co : ,pat fc r -,d<ht brtn 5 its tr**m 

fa*** touch, rfan, basically, is not a technocratic thin . ,, ±-, 3 

MM. who is the object or Cod's MM, There- «■ - . | .. ft p vet that ( co , y . 

MMB can never, never uo. As M MM nan .aid, '"A counter can MM MM a 

MtM by the hand and direct his eyes heavens! «nc introduce tc hi« the marvel 

of tha stars Ml Ml sky.- That MM MM, in ■ M MM village, who MM to 

the , |1 -.Cfice «M to learn that it had just been ' ft ■ . -,..... ea d she simply 

-•<-—>- t* t:-,., -:,,s,,.:^^v, v; U . s ; ,, 7 <., vaT ,, ^-^ ,^ fc . ,,.^, U i., :, ;n ,,,,, 

M« in the do« ctfico new. Ml pg - Mtt, I » c l ft| to ask tae about m rheuma- 
tism?" 

: -*'- x '-'■' ■•-..'- <••- ■-• u-:-«a:-r ol Ml M MM H , U*S M MM M 

love to be personally MMMMM. M tae sairacl M MftM NMN 
when God coraes in Ml MI •! JMM MMM, Mi Mil* a MM |g mm* 

If you wanted a Ml Milt for MM MMM MM today, I'd call it MftM 
Cares. Mi that M»MM> Mi MM is Mi. God who |i ttff. looks Ml MM» 
MMM Ml M* M as an object cf ft. love, Mi MMj, Msolutely nothing, can 
ever cut asunder the bond of leva between Mi sad us. 



. -. -- 
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The £jm*aic ^lity which is the thrust of » single spoken wr, 
who is iovi., tf>o never foryctn a f^cc 5 vho nev«r forger « »»*, vbes nev« 
forswt. . w t^t ha, tc Se wit. .... .coll. *:*ry by «,;*. And ah« begin. 

to livff ell oyer again? 



(This 8«rao« tranacrih^ij as r^carcich) 



Sen-ion - Pastor Raymond Shaheen 
m Second Sun day After Easter . aiSJL 1 , A 6 > ,12Zi- 

"LIKS A LOST SHEEP" 



Grace, Mercy and Peace from 
God our Father and froiv- ;iis 
Son, Jesus Christ our Blessed 
Lord, be wit h you a ll . Ame n. 

Most sermons, nuch as ancient Gaul, are divided into three parts. This 
■MM** however, is an exception. It's to be aividea in two parts. And 
in the preparation of this sermon I couldn't quite make up r..y nine! as to 
which part ought to be -iven first. I MM hope that each part night M 
presentee with equal ■ Ifiglll and equal integrity, and that once the serraon 
has been preached, you might recognize the fact that the two parts consti- 
tute a whole, that tne one can never oe seen apart fro- the other. 
eow let's begin with the first part. 

The first pare deals with cue basic theae that the God who is revealed 
to us in Jesus Christ is a God of love, a God who continually cares, a God 
wao never turns His back upon us. Cod's love remains constant. It is not 
dependent upon our pattern of behavior. S* matter how well we behave, no 
matter how we misbehave, God is still a God of love. 

This also "tust be said about this God who is revealed to us in Jesus 
Christ- that He is an all-knowing God, a God who knows all about «*, who 
knows what we have been, who is fully aware of ail tne testations Ml come 
upon us in the present an— it . and who is fully aware of all the things that 
lie ahead. When His Son, our Blessed Lord, was here on earth, He was able 
to tell Peter every now and then exactly what Peter was going to do, even 
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before Peter did it! On one occasion He met a man who became W&M diseiole, 
and only after He net him, lie told him what he had been up to before Be 
met him. Jesus Christ, our Blessed Lord, revealed in His relationship with 
people here on earth this fundamental truth about the basic nature and 
character of God: He is an all-knowing and an all-seeing God. 

I continue to draw much benefit from Psalm 139, the Psalm that perhaps 
Jesus may have memorized as a youth. In that 139th Psalm the writer is 
telling us how, no matter where you cay go on the face of the earth, or if 
you were to ascend up into the heavens, Pod would be already there — you 
could never escape Kim. He even said this about God -•- that he believed 
that even before He was made, as the Psalmist put it; even before he was de- 
livered from his mother's «roEih } God knew all about him! 

iW having said all of this, is it being clearly established in your 
mind that this God who knows all about As is still a God of love and a God 
who continually cares? ...... 

....a God who knows all about us is fully aware of the fact 
that we will be prone to stray.... 

, ...a God who knows all about is knows in advance that we 
may take the wrong road — He takes that into account. 
That's quite a thing to say about God. And even after we've said that, to 
admit that He's made up His mind that "he'll never turn his back against us. 

Are you aware of the fact that there is something about human nature,, 
down defp inside of us , that seams to encourage us with a desire to take the 
wrong road, and to travel as far on that VSHMBg road as we can. That's quite 
a thing to say about us. ItMf of us would like to believe that we are free 
from this kind of inclination, tkit we're never completely free from the 
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risk. One thing that can be said about human nature is this •■--• if the 

desire has not already come, then one day it most certainly will, for a 

man to stray far on the wrong road. 

You and I look back across the years of our life and we have to admit, 

in sober moments of reflection, that t'ac record isn't quite as good as we 

wish that it might have been. There's a reason for it. We are as sheep 

tho have gone astray. That leads tie to the text for both sides of today's 

semon. It's the last verse of the longest Psalm in the Bible — Psalm 119 

goes on for 175 verses, then it comes finally to the 176th verse which 

reads this way: 

"I have gone astray like a lost aheap : 
seek thy servant, 
for I do not forget thy commandments . ' ' 

So you have been a Christian, have you? now long? Twenty years, thirty, 
forty, fifty, sizty? How goes it by this time? what does the progress chart 
show to date? Could be that most of us would have to admit that we've not 
fared nearly as well as we'd hoped, did prejudices remain and new tempta- 
tions strike crippling blows. It isn't that we want it to be as bad as ail 
that, but we're off course. How so? Could it be that as sheep we've simply 
gone astray? 

Now there are. two things tnat I think I can tell you. 

One is, that those of us who work with other people should always make 
an allowance for this fact. Ue should never go on the assumption that any- 
one with whom we have to deal will always Stay on the straight and narrow 
path. I'm grateful that when I came to you as your Pastor in 1956, that I 
came without ■ 'barrel of sermons. ' ....because, you see, X*M completely 
free from the temptation to dig back into the barrel and. /.raw upon M I 
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concept to which I held at that time — which perchance would not hold us 
in good stead today S Quite frankly, the sermon that I'm preaching to you 
today I could never have preached twenty years ago, or seventeen years ago. 
Tna sermon that I'm preaching to you thi3 morning I preach from the vantage- 
point of a man who has had the rare privilege to be a shepherd of souls for 

more than three decades who is not only a father, nox?, but a grandfather, 

and who knows what it is to wrestle with parents who have to deal with prob- 
lems of a teenager. How I wish I might have said, to some folks twenty years 
• ,o - » ''Please — understand J — there has to be HMM slackening 
of the reins — of necessity there has to be some 
opportunity for the person to fail! ... .there must 
come moments when you have to get off their back! 
withdraw just a little bit! Permit, even though you 
may be unwilling to do it, the neasure of freedom 
that has to be allowed for the lessons that only 
life can teach! 
....when God laaae us, God e ndowed us with that aasure of freedom. God has 
His waiting moments. If ever you wanted to paint or draw a picture of God s 
never underestimate the necessit;/ of painting li ; . and picturing Him as a 
waiting God. . . . .who simply waits and waits until His children have had done 
with their folly, have had done with their stupidity, and then turned back and 
thank Him for the wisdom which had been offered, even though they had not 
recognized it or followed it. 

God, who knows all about us, is a God of love, who recognizes from the 
very beginning that He made us, and when He made us this way. He ra n the 
risk of seeing us go astray! 
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The second thing that I can tell you from my vantage-point of these 
years in the ministry is: that not everyone who goes astray, strays on the 
wrong road. He can be recovered. . ..he can be redeemed. There is always 
this possibility. What we know about God revealed to us in Jesus Christ 
establishes it as a principle clear in our minds. We do not understand 
the Christian Gospel unless we understand always the possibility of redem- 
ption, being restored, and re-directed. And to that end even Cod savs, 

I myself will cone to accomplish this., if that's the only way it will be 
accomplished. M 

2Jow having told you all of this 5 I must aiao say that one of the 
characters of recent time who has left a mark upon my soul as perhaps none 
other has has been Roman Catholicism's portly Pope John 23rd --- that o;rand 
and good man, of all mankind, who identified so well with the family of man. 
llllout of his years of experience, with nothing but the pr&ffists heart, the 
heart of a good shepherd, the bishop ana guardian of the souls of people, 
he said, as ho looked upon Ills relationship with other people, three things 
that we would do well to remember: 

— see a great deal 

— correct a little 

— and forget much! 

That should aold all of us in goou stcao, „ lor the si.,:>yl<:. -i/aa^ou that a lot 
of us never quite have done with somebody else's past. Even though they 
have been redeemed, we go on remembering tiiem as they once had been. It's 
not enough that they should be haunted by the sadness of their past, let 
alone for us to go on reminding them of it. 

.tod now what have I told you so far in chapter one of a twa~chepter sermon? 
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-;,s- t*» !.-•>,.■. •:■-. ii»<**. ■',>■.:< comtH— ally msm)« Mi I mm&Mj mm 

•tu^l^tty a»4 «ur folly «&4 ©ur viefe*4n«iN§ , 8o<JI ^ay**^ tuns* 
Sly !>ac! t£0». -4»». , „„.#w» MMMji we ss«y fe* lilt* HMt^ who 
*# ©array. 
4b««p *?*t MMMMfttp cttAruct«ri««^ as belts «vw li'a tV? <*«Iv U «:-, 
....;.;: I mw* tlMt tlMC <*«K r Ipt t v<" i<^ :;fvwt if s";$ .'-"d ,:.:;. ■'.. /w-J ••;''»»" f* 
ovfi* b»ci is thin ,.'.; : : oi ;-.'<«• mhp ti:A« t.«?ii ?■*■' tv rain* s '-:•»,-; *<?-.« « f , 
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Ml .still MMI , ''I Ml MM HM>' ?*■•''. 

"■.•'. ehffi at&«x *i«a ol t.t-t oo u 

i n tr*ct; tmml «i; .-■.>•»=;■» **■•■■■.! vv...r>;. Cm/'.c*?1 3M KM MMflqiiailfflM Ml u« wdefc- 

m1mmm« fttMjp m wa *s«y» mm mtita tl sur a&aai&fcy, mm t&tlf ««4 *«m 

wtM)»if MH MMft>U - BMJ tlMI M pSWfit : "'-' ««* >.•.■..?.'■ •■■■■;,-^' --'•■.•-...■■•.. ., fcW 

Ml MMMt m MMMied i»wt, *v<a»3 by f.k-d. This is $m p«*fea*l* Mjtl | 
th&t i h«SW8 £« r-l. jfc*u, I yiii ..^t ?<*pt«aenj ■ " Mtt% MMI BMMl M 14 I 
ad ■" ItiMW, *§ aaythia.% *cs« th-i-:, a M el |MtttM)« lad lifl iUM I *M> 

of sutilcltt$j|. US pay BiM prtfl, Mtnwi M^ bCM MMI th< yt^:.-c, why «*> i.u"";- 
LtESMl I Ml #i thla$« S*»u ? say MiM MB MM Mrf BliitlXHl »©«i* vho 

! v deal wie : *,« uo r.t» , - ■ ,.: El ■■ (mm »l -'- r is4i»6iracie« mM ««« 
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•■ -.-i i'.:«..'ii";,r -x. .:;'-*• ■. ..-^ , i'^uai's-*. 
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Prouigal Son that I had never understood until I read his essay, da tells 
us that it's a -rand and rood thin- to portray the waiting father as the 
rejoicing one, who kills the fatted calf, who welcomes back the prrisdigal, 
permits rausic and dancing. He says, "God is_ like this, there's no ques- 
tion about that ~ - " 

...but, he says, there was also a place in the world 
where there was no rausic and dancing, there was no rejoicing at 
the sound of the MM of the prodigal son. The old man, the 
waiting father, might have become happy because, his son turned 

back and saw the error of his Mfl but: what *out the 

the people in the far country? what about the fathers of the 
daughters whose virtue had been taken away by the prodigal 
who became the rascal in the far country?. .. „ .uhat about the 
young teenagers who thought he wis big stuff, and idolised 
his pattern of behavior — how he ruined their lives ,, . * . 
Frank Boreham said, there may have been rejoicing in the old man's hone, 
but there was never rejoicing in the far country, where the consequences 
of the wn's folly still had to be dealt with....* 

....I would do my God a disservice if 1 simply told you He was a God 
of love, who continually cares for us, no natter how far we may stray. 
I must also tell you that life itself requires that the full price be 
paid. 

.'low I MM to read for you before I close some poetry — not much, as 
poetry goes - — no English teacher would accept it as much of a piece of 
poetry, but it's being read because of the truth it contains: 
n 
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"'Twas a sheep not a lamb en it .strafe", away 
In the pat able Jesus told: 
A grown-up sheep had gone astray 
Fro.,', the 99 in the folcu 

Out cm the hills! be, out in the cold; 
'Twas a sheep the pood shepherd sought, 
And back to the flock, safe Lite the fold, 
'Twas a sheep the Cooc" Shepherd brought. 

Ana why for the sheep sheulc a. earnestly long? 
And as earnestly hope and pray? 
Because there is danger if they go wroi;. 
They will lead the lair-bs astray. 

For the lambs will follow the sheep, you know, 
wherever EM sheep ass stray; 

IThen the shea |> go wrong,, it will not take long 
Till Che lambs are as wrong as they. 

And so with the sheep we earnestly plead 

For the sake of the, laabs today 

E2 the lambs axe 'bast, what a terrible cost 

aa. -' diice; will aaae to pay.." 



I werst to see the musical ''0 11 vera'"' I was intrigued fay the intriguer , 

Fagin - quite a rascal. He made it his business to get young kids and 

train them in feha art o£ pickpocketing. Re succeeded very well., be took 

-■■■aa.are of pride in hid best pupil, v.: : WW known of ccur^;. as "The 
Artful Dodges ., 

How,, near the end of the musical our hopes beeoae high because ',"' igin 
is reviewing the situation. And it seems as though he's about tfi see the 
error of bis ways and taend his path to ,.aaa. . : ; right turn in the road. And 
e're very happy in thil prospect, that a van should desire to sake a change 

la g&4 behold, who'd expect . ! Fust as he's about to make the turn in 
the road he's confronted by his prize pupil — the Artful Dodp.-aa who be- 
aa a:v his tisjsptatlon all BR?** uuaia. lagan never awteat! .Ma JBtd aa SMI of 
then, the Ikrtful Dodger sad fagia " oa eheii way, heat Mice sore on eva. 
It's a fffigh - riag thing, isn't it — terribly frightening. Maybe I 
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should have preachet. the first part of the MM last Mfft* it doesn't 

make any difference. You've gotten both sides now. ilaybe in the rest of 
the day you'll try to balance them oat. 



(This sermon transcribed as recorded) 



- Pastor Rayuond Shebeen 
Jsfellatm, Hi HMjr* tmmeaqr Iffy I—teg . JWtl 2 h I9 _? 2 



and peace from Cod our 
Father, end froc His Sou Jesus 
Christ, oer Blessed Lord. Awen. 



lip to about twelve years ago, yon say remember, for the isost part whea 
people came to worshlo in Saint Luke Church , they entered through the red 
doors. And when the service was over, that's the way they taade their exit. 

Then, we were able to purchase the property at 1000 Dale Drive and dev- 
elop a parking, area u$- there .... titers after that, the corner lot Ml MM later- 
section of Dale Brive and Celesvilla Road. This jaeant eventually, and properly 
so, what had been a back door, seldoo. used, now became so«ething of a front 
door, Muwngh fcteh, to this day, fully two-thirds of our pMMV WMI and 
leave. 

Now this posed something of a problem for MMM a service was over, 

lsmedi &tely outslwe this <ioor to ay right there wouio be congestion, was it 
caused by people |>f tug the Have?.,.. or by people coming up froia Bieber hall? 
....or hf people ewtaf 4mm from the tmmtd floor of the Christian IMMttM 
■iiiildinn? It say have been one of these, S 2J. of them together , plus oore. 

sell, to face the ■;:•:. '.:. :■:-,',/. Mjs entrance ares* on the Colesvllle Road 
side of the church v Christian LJucation 1MU - : ";. as attractive as we could. 
We improved it. We put in glass panels, there's glass etching there, with 
symbols. ... .and tben it occurred to ua MM£ asybe people would see the wisdeet 
of being able to get out of the congestion by using the porch entrance or 
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c:Kit, coding down the sidewalk tills way, to the lot across the way, or to the 
lower part of the Bale :>rive lot..,. or now currently, since we're able to use 
Mrs. !*• parking lot, use the sidewalk to -:p in that direction . r>ut it coaid 
be today, as last Sunday and the Sunday he fore that, and Dayba next Sunday 
too, there'll still be congestion out there. 

Interestingly enough, with the grand ana good nan Ellvood DeLong, ho 
wanted us to suggest the words froa Scripture that could be etched into glass. 
and the panels directly above the double doers that lead into the enclosed 
porch, what did we suggest? - - the words of Jesus Christ: "1 M the way„ 
the truth and the life. 

■ , .but soKvehow, for sense reason or other, the words 

have never caught on as far as people entering, or leaving in mm 

particular MMMMfe 

How all of this is • parable. i?hen our Blessed Lord was here on earth 
He found people Atagliaf and nilling around in little groups. Even in that 
•jay there was congestion, Au« as taey gathere. atlMHI they just tarried 
Ion,,., enough to dlifiKM their problew. Hi like to think that that was a day 
when people were pressure-free, but don't you believe it! They hue their 
problems s just as grievous as ours.... 

...tue burden of taxation was oppressive.... 

...their society was polarized, . ,« 

...they had their sons who were rebellious.,.. 

...they had their daughters who bffMM wayward.,... 

....there was never quite enough sionay to go around. . . = , ■ 
.....one problem after another, which esade up the congestion of their day. 



£ • '..-- Effort <;> 



Ml a*rk yoa, in rjod's plan £»t u», than MMfl MM tfc« toM ■ | 

MMM»*t son, m4 ■ ,^ nMmN mmn fro* wuiag* to vm*i« m got 

caught up to At MMMMM *i I . d*j, ««:.' ;t« ««id *oa«tnittft. to m*d» « 
d*«l«r«tiif* MMM* MM** MMtM MM* li MMM* ^«iag. *» MM, 

"X ** th« toy, «i MM **4 the LJf«. ' C« y,u L^i^ , . .... ^ *«;,, , r . yi ,,, 

'"' u " '' ; - u '-'- "~^ u "' • -'»rta ehm to »*u«ve uic? - - t ',. !t , ..... t , t „ ,,., Sft 

c "'- :ri • ii: - * ;; t! * J '^ ; - -■ '■> ? ^-- ,-.,*.. ; ,, it . .,, , t , k . ; ,,, f ,,,,. , 5 ,. : __ 

i: -'' r ^t»r, ;»...-.. t r cwsKotafcly to MmMMM« 



:;feU " " ; " ' ■■* «MMMl k MM MM MM It | MM* 

"-"""■ -' ••••■ — <-■' • or exit, MMl with * lit- 

Hi effort itotoi ttattM MM h« *»t* co ih to * Mt to MM> «m, 

tttott Ml to* m** * la tot MtMlte, 4na I i . i m**, *», i 
MMM, Hi to II ft*, tot to Just h*v* « ( - nun gg* fl „ 5i .^.^ 

Mt ■ total bis* MM to *h*r* tt MMM to Jttf - - vm it fat * ;, a;tc:; as 
.■.-is MMf.««»«»MM is a© MMMM, you Mti 

U '■- I I Mil I MJMM Chat HMM at« pttopie, «s G«o*g e MMMM 

At toi* ■ ■ i tot m I . v,o MM a >N*«t HiHiiiMito mil 1 1 tv»r«tw 

to tow Mto Mtl Mt to ai» Mti ■ iru& $i &t m* ...,» i ■. M », 

Mt»««*MtotM m t uim i m i «, t h«ir hm mmmmm* totUt'i it It 

vtonrfui if iftj M H MM N caught up to ta* m I toll I *MM 

ju*i ||M th.«t? - «*«t •pontwMOualy t~,-<.;i- , /cry fi-.-ci;. r^-oncfc* to 

JMM Cferlst, , < ,uo ar.vv., i;t . £f ao petswasi^. .. ^ .... ; .■.-;•:-: _ 

to ?*«ple bT ^^ Mk toM ti Ml | . MM iMMil I M i hav* |g ttM M« • I 
MM p««pl» toM ^ MM M tot v« ¥ MjtoMM - i toM MM Ulf * s*l 
toward MM I v<- ! ,ot -,ta • •■ ; ■ .. -.-,.. . 3 if mm M| M MJM. Mt if 

'- I MM Mttaftl MM t] ■ ... toto*U»*ec ti*t wojr. ;. ; ..- ,.j.* ? 

aurtls*. MJTI I MjM.tt«*.«M^ £h»r® sr« p««pl« «ho OIIJIlH to Mtt MMt 



"•-■ ; «< ;.; ':-■;;_ Jtott ' (4) 



Sat X *la*> IMM MMl thar* «r« s<*w p**j»la whe haMMi T.'-ieyVi Mt 

•■'•-• - *■«* '«*■■* --« ; i'-.-- -- ■' f«ii'i -- bft^f £t,rry - t.-.e> st^v*. Tlmy ht : .i.5 •;,. 

raaaea, tl*#y be;|in te MMJM with t'o ,«-ivee, ;u,a all ;.< till* is si«,j>Iy u> 
«*y th*y viii aot &ak* tua affart cs< ,.•- .. ;,.=,. oo-^ : » siiroctiou. I ' ru,. 
....... th£t X ? a scionlM asu&ugh i& MBit MMMMtM MM* i c -..tutu t-'uit vsc 

It vdViKf; Mfeh| pMiMM lntlastlcuia fe| Mr ^traction, that tt»« <:ol-? .-■ui- 
is i*?c lao«* tr. £,:.u: ..■/.;:•> :. ,..;-^t c*m 0I3 ifMl i* til MMi tt t «mceura}{~ 
Itj as. wools*; «*, arawtMg us to .?«'•-.• o.-.. 1 ;.;w-.' t:,i.:? ii.e s;r«*. 

*ut I also knew MMt •wwb though CM ©$s«rata* in that way, v« are 
caver ■MflMteUv von ova? ..,. Ct^'a mtM an til ve aarti&lvas take, the first 
■ : '-«' ■■■; i' ■ --S . J r, i.-. v;;- . --f ■<: Go--" i. -:^;i - ; ',:iji r*«£ fv*i.u! k-'u at..- pK\ ■.. 
..;■■. :. .v. , hya&caliy ^ave us by |i& ui.,c. Tbare cowe.s ••* U::*> vhyr; ;*,.■/: , .-.,«; 

M '.at km MMl M| MU t© us, sl^Iy vagM asm J I v* sake the effMt 

tf; .«:«■/«, ivt ''t« t'irecti.wi. 

: m H Kv*r -fcw wl to y«« M» ©any yoac thing* MM |oing by tfe* 
•■-,?>-.;< e in t:ic -..-•■;•:. U -..■•/>•;: ;.■.■ o'i .:tr ralifaMM HpMllMi, 0MM baeattaa we »i*a*t 
c-»:..v: i:i« ti-..-;#, .-. vis; ;.,■: ;■.-.■■-■ r-ad* I uever caate to imai at I Ml 

'■:-:'3t ; #0 ••><.■; «,.k. trawaiKJIW taaatveir p| the wo&dcrfuJ tafe are 

. ti&i«.; Iu 4,0-, ■ :• . :^j,uL Lu ; -fi ,.; ;t,.. iTien it ot.-.. -. i.i; ... ?u#i :-.£.r* 

^hftST* th#jf ;.;-:-;:u j<.i.-5£ :."• ci:;,a.- t;«fc,r* -.rs; ". ., : : ,^:. ;/ :.:• ■ v, J ■ 

•-'. :■ - ■ a/. '^'•,.« tiM8 C«N>(>«r@tivt> ftjCrtS H* the' . ■ ; ', M'-irl t , . .. , , 
*..:-•■-•-<; •..>,*', 3 -f. t ■{ Vv--. Vv ;■■>:';•«■■ '.,'■:> i .v-k I ; - ■■ •: ■■,':': i:s sue: , 

MtMl yia« ar« hare at tMl MMl MM not at te-sJC 3 , it*! 
e iratlfyin;- tMfMf M see MMM MMtt MM&M fi-i Ml 
ttiw .'•■-f-ag« f&tmr.mt&Ta at ( ■ MMM 40 



■ ;«.,,* tiu :;v*t (;:} 



~et iMi NMMJ^P htt to o^ks* t.t** effort. Oh, I 

-■' c t v ;u' ; :'-H ui,*»,t,i". t»s i:.:; £■-?.! n't Ui-ct '-»*« ;:ws't .;<v,'-> to 
.:.-.■ at ..,. en ttJe. -.*?* Vet fcy«'s, '>*»r •=■><* hora '■ 

S»&*l>Ufay. aiia't * -; ; «*. C;v:. ft f«,n"t» , . * 
.,». Hx», MePh**«c-i; :.«>>» a ^ife&t .,.,..•■,.,£'; ,■•: .u*.ii, ..-.:£ Is it** sc*ff 
■Mit th* ha* lawolvu^ in Chiriwti&i; :-.;uc;.is,-iou is tnii. 
;./.',;- '•■:•;'. i?" >v.i rfcrc to viiSiu cur •«■--• \*y ■■•■< ;au-l in; 
*ny ,,iv.*;: httfcW I Mmfl .. M> MOM NJ plMMMl wit»i w«*«t 
you voal,; ttei, X dare *ay. Ml It f«M lMM*l <sa$p««f 
-.wr- »es .•i.'-'r-iij I-- SAi'S ,-.ilij\- ,*■//■-■ ;.« ,-,... =.'.:■, £» -..;;; ' « 
the «fforc Is »ri.i«r t^ot (»U»re ar* taught*. .. 
....so it Is -.rue it; ti.i; ,.£uisnri» :■■ :.' j^-.il **.„. . 

, t ..*,o i>.-<*. snafl^in., !y ti. it as ••■..•:. W; ; •-.-? vi-; tn,.;;j r!utt ;i*r.t>"«u thre?j-.. . 
/. ■'.. ■ ■.titi&trv.. . « 

MtltMM th»r« «s *&**« wUo t»*?>s th# 
etM t« Mb th« **f*rt. £*•* Sod s«ys t I ml* o»iy «» MM Ml Ml MMl 
you MM MM< 

I MMl |M MMli ■*• «*«nple of i p*e®< mt in **w *<>*& City who. »s 
„■',' t«>.Ui -./ nt>; »•■• *o: ... -c- .. 'I;- >,*.[ *.-:.'•. ir,-u>.y ; cm I .. | 8§M Wf Spirit. 
That pMMMVi MM y-«, *very •ift&it **J '■" : » M* p g»H<Ml MMM< BMBfl t 
Mild hour Ik pr*y«r *a* swsswi t&tioa fr-> . .... ..: etetfe hi Ml MMNfiBfl Mtii 

fort la con«t«nti.v ItBtfpliw ULhmII UmM 0MUi t^amX4 IM^wi* Btai tatiplMKMi 

s«y '"'iie still *au «a;o« chat I an ■-.•<..." »..*&»£ it takmn lUm In veto* to -r^ice 
iMJkt - : ; MM It Mfel MM ■ : "-^t, «-v#n t& M MM '•• ia»*l.f to th« ^ood- 



! To ;i*ke thm !i££o»t' ( '.,. 



liM oa *y hea<3« b*tw*«a fcbe n#41c«l1 apfQiatsseot*. Ami tarjtag that 

is'- 1 .:"->" i-^iPit-s'; i t:i- ■. t',\* .-sitcl;' :>'■;■■'■■"'■ *.-•? '<i»,:i. ! <f.,^ .'.y^chi , t!><* vm .< ■ -• '«:.:.- 
:"-■ r ':^ i.'-.i. -'Yc-...- .*■-;. l.:.;:i ; - „*ii«j ; -,..y.,' ■■•up,; cc zn* i ;J ^ .;-£.:„;' ■ -.-/ .,;><:-:;'*-. • = <•; ■•iar'.j- 
:• . - - ■■' :V*<u tfV trvt «irt's rh^E v^-'j ;>.is p*£tem? ■■ c~<fi »:<itire ;-a«- m\j <<f 
»*¥*», wtth * -.i-'iV ,-J Vs.--'. to <'H,i«rtJl- ; tiw!< a»ao :r:i;.: 1 :„.i mfitew-si. Li |usi aJ ift't 

J-; ■ -• ik.*. ■ * :: .1'SjV.I. *.'<.% .-■:,« ".,.; ; ji -.-; :i , s> J: , «_•.-■,. . : u. ,;.., :/,:...„ . , 

•i>. .."V.vli.v - '.■•»'!.,! ■■'■ « ■: .;:■;„., i'n»V v>..: t . vi:;;-..':u ■, E'>i 4*4. • ■: w 1 »v i -.- ,.::— ■" : : 
:i ;; I'".: ■'...;; t.I.>.-- »>« .i;\; SCitW/i. «'J«#t 3 '.',1^11- an- :..«>0^ >;!<...£: fct.-iiY .:.•... «SS 

t'stj 1 'i-::,,.ij.iscin. , -,f .. .:■■;, ; ■•> =.:„,. ; i.s.iiiti IttMM MMM smly fsyrcwn In fcisair 

t««CU«t*. .. ,t t^-:- ■■\-lL -.;•■:.' afeOUt the! £ £■ JTah-li.™* , . , * . £.;.".-,., C,V-,s 
*JP t* llf< «fc < H l t Kfettil I I MM M&MI - 

.,„.;« yCli re,w« ..■•...-.:■ £;. ,' ' «., ' ••f-KuAt jLi'.J. <,: i «i»M I MMM 

■ ■= ci&»*« <H»i ci.t^e, . -.;* vw -r.; r«-:&«: :>ur cLi'.;S ;. j. : ..V K'v 
HOpMst.k-.rvi' v,. .'::■ <■..: --.-^ ■-■-.. s» --■-■:.•'■ '->*, it; ':■ DidlS" iilsBS ,.«'>«a£S« 

i«r« ws« au« I l;n«w th»*t. *.,: : v-a;. , .■,,.. ;■.*-_- ,* ! . 

•••An Mmh mm smi pMnMSiag •!■•• to t 

i&J I..,,i' DCs &J5 . t-tgrj , . :•;.' 

Emns la -, imki f«iM ^i&»s* mi mm ewtk mm ;>»•«?!? *» 

po«tic Ml MMM MMM ~™ fMlMi | I • -'» flMlt Uliii MtM 
v«« fctk&ai jPwft '-...J ■■!■ | if eui cv 



i'C -,,-. :■ Tad :;./'"•; (?) 

»» t.tay tm t© prisa *Mh Ufa «n»i raallaad that aetalog warthvhil* MM feM 

ualaaa th#r* ara taaaa MM will r ^, aal**s char® *re the** »ho wili pMUU*«M ■ 
l««s MMn MM ftM »H© m -fnHfog t# waka the effort, to! MM MMMMMMMl |g 

''''<■ - :■■-'■■ «t' ;, -r i'-'-; i-v.tv u ■..-,:,' re- if <. ..'..-!■■,•-, ;•, .a,''..-, '.;...;: ■';-;,>;.',:, t'^n .;:.,'; s ;. ,y-v 
Ml tha way M <»eh&r people wJkj «*lii ! &v.£ awry now *-<C th«« nf htMM cri^« cut 

laat p*p»l* wiw vltti^ly or uwtttiagiy ataae ta this way oi faika who ara 
MMMMt fee t«*k« ta« effort to be good. 

ffcar* ara faika w?ms vary eataaatly MB M «*.«>k Ml Mtf aMtf*g MM, Mlf Ml 
be han»ara& MM Ml M MMNMMMg lM MMMM *«<-* sw»i#:ibora 5 WM Kitutoik, atas&erti 
*f t-seir MM f«ai3gr» Fur Sod'a aafea. wnea ya« «tc EMM ••wbocy MM It MqMMj M 
wske the affovt fca ba tattwt Mmm M is, MM*t Mnmm hjUi, 4oa*t MM lis Mt m * 

MM thara ara thoae who fcaka MM at MM <#or4» aa-i respoad, aaa »aka 5h« effort. 
Aa<1 ail Iha whiia MM is aawila ■ MM MMM ttu .»?v,.-,<* i.itl 'Hi -:".■■■■ . 

ta r*&fmtd , , , , $ivi»;i sjj? .,* <;.ini.-. ni-vi.. .'v..- .;;.-. ■:•;?;■', ■: -,-; thay'Mi tjMi i ita^la, 

.■ 7.7 Um* iV>>>, >...<ty tt-;i i-a -^ Ifirt v ; a;?«, || MM sfaya Ml MM MMatPfMMf MMl tMi, 
- : MM "a'-- fcb«r« waa <>ulta a rM&orv* A MtiM ; -:e»d* had 

baas stoian. Mm pelle* were &*ffii ,, ■-■ ;..:v-r, ^,\ -e to t^..? ^ffie^ c-s 

.■' ! -i-;.i«- Crtj>t«Mi ■ tv<r^a-|>«««y 90a t cgr», MmmM iMri rlhala4 oa tha cars 
the aasff or MM pll t'« - ;"cv;-.: , ..■ •;,.—- 

aa«M hlat as ti ita •«] «ls« ,. It was Miy ■ t tVM^ytMf «i-K^^* 

It cauld have afHpaaraa a© a vary iaaigaifsU. -.'. • clua. -^ thf- ^ilea atjt'jari*" 
etaa wer# «se»«rafa<* Ml 4** Ml MM HMMl Ml MM a Mi MMl MfiM**, uv«q oa 

Go4 ia f Htm MM |g m MMl iqp« MMUMj aa ©i^aala, wooing, aa, tWHMMV| 

iag «a Ml follow ilia M?« I iMMMl M ^^si that I ;JO£i'c MHN ai I :;t<, ■■. -••'•;:. U'.; 



Tv :-mi€ >V Effort*' (i) 



.pirit of- Jesus ChrSiit. T*»f»t f iB b fcr«5i*Btott» t-slaj; fce< s«vr. J«i0us Christ 



Xrj> it r.y vityl 



•' car-t 



Lk :«v ilrcttioa! 



I :,.., tU» -.*y .an*I t:u- Tvutfi au.--,i tht> life - - : 

„,,.! v.;«rt yea t«s balicve Met! 
,. t ii n«t \)Y ':iiv 3v,-j ! is iivvimciblfii SfcrMse, then by 



iin-^ ti-ts ft 



{iutfc.in.1, 



© the t&sfc, lifiiiv. i:\e uffort. Is 



yj.y;* off bctt«*V cl.i« ixnriaitU I l>"SOVf 



\-i »**»* 



Lr* nKcribcy «.* xeeotvUs-vO 






' 



:«ir«i*a - Temii-y,'; *«ytat»s^ &h«!)««a 

'' ■"■' '"■ " " - '■ **** «■■-■■■■:■■ ■ f - ■ .,. . ., -■ , ^. .-.».»,.>.• r . »-,...-.- __ „-, „ 



"05, v* uu/i ' i u- v,'. 16 tt-i .' .... rij 

tli^a ffcj t?'« ■•■-.•. I ; fcuii..,. WiJ *£■;,- ti: 4»»lt 

M t'«s Mt| Is i i>- .i. C-isr way fco Vaut 
•J4MM M4 M . v- • | MMM »d ACt«j*tl*>t) 

to feu* kN»jT<£« ,i..»w ««, ic i* o$u»«>t U> 
&■$; ,ii*s , s»y fc.vj , » i. ,./ :.. i 0I . . ; . 

i*e _m* ss*kft ;..,„■ i,'v-it *?£ it, **&;*. 

* W»*8 KftU •••■ . .... . | . i „> ; i£ ,.--. i. \ : -, j . \ , v i&y 6 »«»&.* 0$ 

*WT* 1h - ^ -'•'■ '-v.,.'-:. ; . , St.. : i.,..,.._ tr»« , ■, -■*-,*<.•-. U€ i <i« l«.n<?«.' " «t 

I • jk.';Cw ,^v-.i»;., . !■ t.,.4.1 Xittlft r..., ■ .:%. i; :.. E&vi' y, t%t. b^W *<%£*. ***> 1 &3 aiud 

v tCi.St &:,--';';,-: Si .■.■-, *,•;$:, *.-<££» > 7} 'nils?' .3 t j. STi ».':, j, |« « U. ■'■..•■. <i tMy. ; * g ,;.■<•■.£ #H©1*&<3 '»# ••*■ 
; --tct,-.. I.'..- XOBtai ... 1 -. l «.<** ... ' -■, «. 

'•ii.'.to -.^r, H.5.: . if; : /•. .;'.?.. ..-.. .;.. .. ■... .I;;,,,., MM (Ml H^l fil ' 

IfMf^Mmtly. .■:■■ ;::.•,•,.■ tocxcv. - .;..:. . «p*ei*i fc*&c*;et w?k css^ &n«i 

j"- - :> ; ; . i . »w-'. .. ,,«,!«■ v«t E« this - u-i -: ; - c':*, r : . . <..- . r# the *i«.- 

KfSl . MM («M t*f Afa ?.,.;• ;c=..: LO ' _■,.. .;- ; ';;i--.0.) ., ,.■',',:* ■■ U -'■ ;;,r:<- 

■^ a > ■•"•• " ; ■>•• '- • '■ •■ t'W"? 'iiti Jvu«tiii"5., C ! v ' , ■■..-..?:. .,-.' if tig fo| 

lllltoV&t] • tnadu I tiM ^ir,trai« . --■ :...-■ -h& Has uM, f« liStHMri 
49 tfcl rM.ag <i - -.i« l:- ; . I , ', , fQ&* 

►-*' :?t *•> fi4*« ■•':..- ' Ml fieislt#4 pl«yiit£ ehi kmw^ cImug It (NM«nra4 

tiit i m tStm «Im i«m m Hm $«£•«• .- 

»«*4i4 raw (mmu ihisf .«<«!(.. )nm hmrif I ttf 



"li-.ryi:^ J&a ; -■ : .,/, J ( <_•) 



_J 



-- w*.u t:tli*.., ; .;.i..-».,^/ £!iuwu'f«w tit&v tway L^ar« 

tui tviiiij-.i. ....... ..S -ivlr.*t. 

• i. ■■;.>.. .i„L... »y, jiitiS .. ytjw v...i r..."-. i * a^t*:-^'] ii-t', .*».»(.., • ■ ■-. v , ,. *.•,.. pla,y» v zh% 
- cora for i:'- ,; :n-zt:-; : r- 4 - ■ ■-- v., , ; . . :■ , vicr.rol.., «i ' &..*& *h**4 »*?>, 
"Li*t*s 6*t it ttw :v'; jitsta;, ...,-!,,,.„.. .,-. ■■■..■ it ■■•,, = .:, <;«,•-.'-=£ .■ u 

Cfeftf MVtfl 1 vi. ::•■-!- Vat. acts -> l iitl« •-'tcc.i'i:. v,jj .; j c ; I.- , '.. U'©«^ th« liMM 
i» t"i* *»v.tw>3 .-.■...;-. of .:... tvilti/r.c! ........ .., 

i ;■-'.'' - '.-....'.j ;:;,-.. ;; '■.:, .-..'■, t.o m th-'st "a-.-t., -v.re .;,^..-.y ; <, ';u*®e of 

" ■ ■■■' ■'■' >■■•-■-■ - ' wit;-., 1 . • '• . : ■ m* ';•..■ ..." .. ■. .: ■ i ti.au Eet fW W thttj 

v,.iy s> .■>.. '.-. ■-'.. :•: ;»b)»ijs -q r .;. H" , •:.-...-..• ;, : • . ■:;.-.« :?„•; &he e.&T9 

*si in* - rEist, 

I gfll I MtSMN -i Mtef&rt, . **« I c:©, wl.as* I visit ,*ss at ftusefj* 

^'-<s £*»*<»' rut;'. (;<•-: ...;■ • . ':■■• <?; }i,ce to ybjac£* <s*Uilii*. CO sshiUH* 
with som ey« $c :...-■; Bbj«ei n ...?. .- .-. ■■;,;■■ ~>v-/ t;»., ^-v.'u .;. •.■■* <;;: iv....- :...--r«crj..--;:iiNi 
■-.-"••.--: in fct« *:)?.v.c ~- *-j tin\i :■» t*X c Ut tW, nlm WGTfthtMQ £h«t*S I -.0 fa . 
■• ■• ::Ym.:u htn&Tit tv-? '-.>u;-.r- •:.:*«, «y«o o'" iv** *&«.<?» f-rstet. 

■ ■:■■ iiitva two »<vt» , feu ?.a<Kf, 1.1c tit ,>'.:, i i? .,v srtist. ' ., ': .v'-i- ,iii 
£*'«* E'-ix is that v.-& sr;;u« ai"»jtr s tHt*; -.-■■ s^a sail* t-^Na a, r""; »*r.»rs©*, a« t«i4i 
.«!» t>i4t »« »&ject: a :' art ,m ; u to ^=- : -- ?.« t«i spa«l f«t tfiv«lf ( ::/; : ;.i- • /; t tMgkt 
:"■-, to : .av« a.:^:.C:V:>a,:- ^zmsiHa,- arauau tuti&tp r-?tie; ll 6ex fW tiurt "' ; « 

iHftisl -■;-■„".- iS tfi >Mt |ifft«4 Mid :•;':. i U ftd MMMgll '".Rets ; <; s ; -.ions ';•*,.-* «orf» , trt 
"••'"'' ft',:" 1 ifa;3 ii:, B inti tC the t&ing ;!«3j3'?\i »^«a*l for itself, t----n th«j srtlwt 

••AS-' • .-..-■•;' ;: i.. ■.■•;,:, .-"a ,.•?. t'iiij %i...!'::-i t**fft'« S50i#j.V i-*;- -ft I — it*'4il:n;» i ti.Vi' Lfi 
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...he thinks lie has a point. I'n not so sure that Pa 
has. For not all of us s you see, are ,:i£te, 5 ana •killed with the endow- 
MKtfl of the artist. Sor?e of us near, to be shown. ".-owe. of us have to be 
told in advance what we ouyht to looh for, lest we wiss it when it happens. 

To this very day I ■ivo cue ana proper heed to the aredace of a book, 
and I remember carefully the preliminary statement in the ATOM, so hiat 
I Might acquaint ryaelf with the mine and the spirit of the dramatist — to 
better prepare myself for what's goins to Iwtppen as I read: wl r-.'c he said, 
what he portrays . 

Now all of this I say to you because I want you to understand now, for 
the MMli at least, that God is the Great Artist - fed is the creative 
penius. What has cone from the Mind arid, the hand of God is a ward of art. 
.And what is endeavored to accomplish you and I way da too dumb to aalor- 
stand. Ge need to have it interpreted for as , we need to draw the benefit 
from the artist himself , so that we night see throuah bis eyes and better 
unders taad . 

This is why I've piven more than, ordinary attention te the Gospel les- 
son for this day. Long before yen heard it read this aorninp, 1 read it in 
anticipation of this day. You pay not recall it, Mr. Clements, when, he 
read the Gospel for the ley, fas telling us that Jesus Christ was advisiay 
lis disciples that after ho had passed from the scene, God would still be 
mindful of their a mi , «d Go:- \jould send then the holy Spirit. And in this 
marvelous 16th chapter of the Gospel according to John., Jesus is tellinr 
what the Holy Spirit is gdisg to do — - Re*fl going to ba our guide — ae s s 

■..lag to show us truth — he's going to illuminate our minds, dd.a.w, artin 
d-rcner' :•:. ! = ;:<.-.'.. wb ■ • do em -•-• Gi a;:"- I'd..; the Gdrd Article, of the Creed s he 
said, "That's one of the works of tde Soiy wirit — to enlighten us, and to 
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guide us.'' 

. . . .-aake no :iistakc about it, vcu and I are absolutely unable 
to fully understand the roind of God unaided. God is M,«»*>MI is nan. 

. ««MM is finite God is infinite. 

m«MB is human God is divine. 

You and I have the limitations of this world of which we are pert. God is 
eternal. God is creative. So if we are to understand what is in the aiaa 
of God, we are constantly in need of having it interpreted 'or us. 

In the Leadnston "chool for the 9s*f in haw York City, the teacher, is 
able to accomplish only whc-Jt she. can accoiaplisb as she steeps to the level 
of the child. I can picture her, either on a tiny caair with a child in 
front of her, or on her knees with the child in front of her. * , .stooping 

to the level of toe child and m she uses her MM hands, and the hands 

of a eaild to touch her lips., to touch, the. throat auscles - so she idenfci- 
fies with the child, so she is ible to interpret for the child, so the child 
has a whole new world opened up for his, hut only as the teacher stoops to 
the level of the child. 

3c God stopps to our level so God cor.es to us where we are. God. 

if you please, cose down fron Heaven to us in the .air-:-, of a hane^ -..ah,.- ana 
opened our eyes taat wa r.i , t tee eh- aonderfui things of God. A-;-. ghat** 
what happened for three years in taat uinistry of the wanderiu- freacher. 
, ..you Icesej he* it aas, of course you ho, when he walked away, and 
there ware these who clustered together sat .add, : 'God became real 

to us! aad I MM -self as I really a,:.!' ....through the eyes of 

God stooping to their level. 

All right uov, those L.a,.; aars are over. The Gospel lesson was rea 
for us this no ruing and it coses as one of the final chapters in the reia- 
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tionsLip of Jesus Christ with Mm disciples. Ko longer would they be able 

to SCNM to Hla aii- s::y, Jusat, tell it to ua again I 

. . . .no laogex would they be able to interrupt kin 
i mi Re itm speaking and suy, ''Please make that 
plain - ■ so over it again!' 
...yoa know, they 11 u that on aora than one occasion. dne Parable of the 
hn.er is a good exaaple, when Re haa sale what Re Bftid, Eta had to back up, 
ana go over It, presumably paragraph by paragraph. Otherwise they aould 
not have uuaerstooa. in fact s Khera waa a greet aostent, attonj other's t in 
the relationship of the uiseiplas wita Jesus Christ when Le w-io mm to 
interpret t .... a a ... ana th« 3pirit of God is in front of Khan, and one oi 
the disciples is ; :nio enough to say — 1 can aluiost hear hia sayin,: it — 
For heaven's sake, make God plain to us and we'll 
be satisfied, 
And then Jesus brings them up abort ay saying: "'Alright., you put it to me 
in tnat way — let me tell yoa iosethlngi lake a good look at raaS 
g.ioever sees na, sees God! L 

how these days are about over. God remains constantly -nindfui of our 
need. 3o R* baa JettMS onrist telling bis disciples "Ml right, yoa'ra going 
to return to deaven - - taeir ne^a la gelag t0 reaain. Tell them this; that 
after you disappear from the scene , tney will be visited by the Holy Spirit. 
And the Holy apirit will be God at work in taeir hearts and in tiiexr minds, 
who is going to illuminate tneir Blade, who is ri olng to enlignten taam, who 
is going to show them these things, who is going tc aui k, than in the way of 
truth. God wants them to understand. God will not leave himself without 
witnesses, .had tney were never to think of God SS cd,._. doc: wi>o was! A Goa 
who was j yon see, isn't of amen vt 
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there in fctteta forr>, says, "After I'm srone, the holy Spirit takes over, and 
all that God's ever bean doing continues! How that you ml ht not siss it - - * 
(I can hear Jesus Christ saying, if you olene) 

- - I want you to know awtftftly T vhat the holy Spirit is coin" 
to do; ■**« g«3*ttg to convict yon of sin - - fe*« | oit, g to convict you 
of righteousness, anu of j«AgWM&, l l ttiWM these are thint-s that God 
had to io for you because you'll never find then out for yourself/' 

Men do not call thenselves sinners except as they are confronted by a 
Saviour! And net until a uan knows that hat's xn neeu of salvation does he 
have any hope I An Sod has to get insiue of us so that ?e a&ght even under- 
stand that. Most of us, at thai oat, Sfcakittf very cancidly, nave a vary 
iiigh opinion of ourselves, ariu ;. f e're not about to call ourselves sinners. 

...but that's one of the works of the Holy Spirit — to qxve us a good 

glimpse of ourselves, through tha eyes of God. 

', hy do you ,,o to a ; ,.;y£;ician? — that he aight be able to probe, inter- 
pret tha ^--ray s define your ailment, ....-ecause oniv after the diagnosis can 
he really hafis to do anything helpful. l':.,e -■■/or':., o.,' t: <.-. •>>■' ■■■:! r:-.- v.; z ' 
convince its of tha righteousness of God. I r a w& wbag SO wall haw Br, Anderson 
on Good Friday masterfully interpreted that ..oru frost the Cross, as Jesus 
says, 'lather, into thy hands I cosment ay spirit - ".....as x-.aic:.. as to say, 
"Oka}', Cod, take Over! — I trust you completely I Iven Cod has to spend, 
if one say put it this way, an inordinate aiuourit of tine and energy trying to 
convince uts that Sod is co La trusted. Insensitive ae we are to all tnat God 
is, God is willing to take the time to convince us that He is a wise God ana 
• good Bod sad > gr< at God, aad a gracious Con.... and that we can trust film. 

God through z. a Holy Spirit opens our eyes co tie fast tnat there Is 
always to be a tine of judgaant. It Best certainly comes. And part of tha 
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vrarl: of mm foly lytvii is to ? et us ready for time time of judgment, 
to help us, if you please, to pass the final HWrtttlUW which MM of 

us will ever be able to pass without the help of eiod. 

fe I *ltf at tds veered desl. till* mrtftg to oncour^e you to take 

~od at lis word, to tr^st lim, to ■ ivu liH a caar.ee,... 

....to see yourself and the -worla through the 
eyes of God. [fno is better nualifieu tc inter- 
pret tdmx then the- divine artist himself? 



* * 
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"\mn : :;: ;. J- .-;.,:,-, "'.ri-c. :: i,.l> Son 
our Lord. &uen. 



Let n* talk to you at ©nee «bo«t another preacher, to iivtd qMMh a 
while ago, In fact centuries fcafore the tiae of Jesus Christ, Be was really 
fVtit a chap. I suppose you could brand hi* wore-, or ifcas a r eluc ta nt preacher 

'• , .- :'ua"o.; ci? t'i MM MMMI ^ ; '*- MB MMM I MMJ MJVMI MMMhM?a««l MM 

■ :--..■; .?■■.; ;:.s -;- ■ L-- very much in love with his c?lLiu ; , i: ■;;-;' -j ,..y.h. • :o 

be at all effective as a preacher of the truth. 

It MMB*t that he didn't preach MM tituth — it was simply that he 
ira»n*t so MMI that he could so a very good job M it. AMI he wasn't quite 
certain tfMfll ImI Ml MMI MM ri.-.-a: ii1n-:\ la tappin: '■;. •«• s preacher. he 
-!■- / :-•. r .•"< : . •■ . . Toj; ;h.uy .... i..-;.:^^. "c-r '-*,■: "'■■-■*••■ ■■..■':■:*.-. ;.?.•■■•-' frora 

,-t.:*c« u ;:;S>r-: :,;.■! I ;■- ■ -.■- ;• ••-■ :'■-■>. .• -. , -"'aJ • •.-■..:/< c.';t- to hear. 

£■4 Mat's one reason why Jereniah wasn't a oop**lar y MM i M< Mtt MM" 
Is- '..".sv*. ; 't ?/.-.;« I Ml MM> what fad thiaka ftf MMM« They're MMft BMW MMHM 

to place, and as a pMMMflMC M Mi I ■ .: «.j-up»» and anybody who hear* rd 
:.;::.c>". ..ii.le. iiiscewerftd tuat h* -.ai fcwK themes. MM «as thiss 

''You people out thafft — MM*M fallJMj ■Mf 

irc«s MM* MMB Ml was real tw fMI*»*MMi you 
livs ' - ts trut 5. 'tiiit HOw • . :S.;*'t ;■?;:-«■.. 
to cut Mtc.< :> c". •-" - " 
—ill that's one thisi Siutt ho '■ :.-:■ - ':-<■. av-.-T .?-■ ^u-k.- a c.'K^-c.i. , 
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I am woudarin ?f |f Jererlah were living today, || ; t «s*d he ai,x« to 

araw cm his bwttl of seraona and nets any change at all. For it could 
M that when a preaches" of Jeremiah's a tripe goes around fro* place to 

place today, h« might MM H tha sane conclusion; 

IMI people out there — you'ra falling 
away frost God I Be* a not as real to yo» 
aa He once van. You've forgotten MMMMnj . a '' 
Every now and MM, In MNf with most of you, I sit down »nd analyze 
coatei^porary om. And I com to ftl conclusion that -.aooem mm has MaM 
« dilewae ens Ml MM»**,.Mn MM about that later, ilow does one charac- 
terise ssouoru roan? 

nil iMMi 1*4 MM to say m you, in the spirit of JWMHMna M 
Mann't much MM of Con. i very learned nan, in a position to any MMM fc« 
tatlvely what ha said, has Mtetained that sos*thir. ;.-,- :-.;■:-.; -h? -«r t 

'chat h,» )x&k-: ■:■ :■•,: haMM — people no longer tafca Co,- § MMMf neiiah 

M argue afeeut His*. There was a tine, smyhe in Ml days of our grandparents , 
when people could p« fMM MgnMi MMI MfMnj AMI n -Is there a 
■- or isn't there I Ml — and if |he; . ,>.. -. -t 1 '-- < li'r^l 

— ana why does He M gMMM ntMjit 
■ why won't he co other tei- ■ ■ 
....they argue about this, vou sua, and always MnuMHutMt the fact gf MU 
Says »y perceptive friend — MMJM MM*I AMI to do this much any nore, 
1 ■•-■'■ '■■■■ ;: — ■=■-■ ^v ,-vt.r e ••:,-,'- i;?tr» consideration the fact of Ma 1 M .u.1. 
I Mft'f read as MMJ MMJ as I MM MA, for a MMMW of JtlffMwH n*" 
sons. Mayfce I've iMf tay appetite, MfM I Mn*l MM I |i »•« .>^»yha I rely 
he&viiv ■■-.■ Bm nln« k the critic, M that should be the reason, 

then J knm very Mil Mf Ml Ml | m nueh aa I MM did. because I 'a 
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Mt MtjMjMMl it «• such *s I one* didl Pot tf the f.ri lie i„v.: ia<i ; -v. .* .: 

5fi.:-i> is ;* ?ictyr«- cC ^w«iT< •-..-. •.■-..■-n.?. ■..■::■ ',•■■•..:.; C-oo out of the universe. 
Sod just sJoeea't fixture any m&nw* ■:,:;.. »y <ts "-iif; ;. : .r ; ' : ; ■'■;':';> :...: eriy ?, mi - 
tanl. of $orsl reference whataoevtei". 

■Ml MM MM MM of NMMJ that bothered Jeratsl&h a freat deal, Me 
IM£4H*4 fulte figuM || out, || coul«l»*t netus the reasons. '■.* inly saev 



MB! that MjMMMM MMMton was this; knowiag something 

about MM MMM ar*<i character *>* mem, lM honestly bslieveg that wheo * 
bows daa MM of MM - M -'■ HM« MM1 ue*s saint; to fcmfc for ., . ttgfeftg CO j»wt 

i"\ : li : p-lxcrt, P>T '. I ' i?° HiituSC uj! v*«S tC . S3 | | £0 WOrS'iin and tO 

enshria* sswethiaj or soaeoae* iMMMtMH was also MMMMtM MMf aay 

i.-.- .-. MMt MM put in God's piece would be a substitute. MM a substitute 
-.-oult, >■•> ; ". i; ■ r.,v ;viii;. ■:,..■: ciy/~'i .;.: i; -.„-( -.. .'.• Iwaye lack seas-thing. 

woq.L ! &«s less than the real and MM gsawto*. I'vt MMMMM MM place its «y 

thinking where 1 think, the fellow has a point who says that bad fttglKM — 
tt*ll$i(m. tiswt .-ieals to fttotet y«a sea — tal religion, says ha, is worse 
than ne religio n st ail . Because when a man pMM MWM 1a MMMtMttgi MM 

MM MMmj !■ MMM) he pats his trust totto to uteasttre «j> when the; MMfM MM 
'..;*vrn. : .-.-hi- i.u aching eaptiaesa of the amaaa heart re%talsis -~ what th«&? 

l' '"- : U.»vtr,. ; > a *Mf gratifying experience these days, MMMMJ wry slowly 
and deliberately soae eemeents written by sieaaers of this fMM*f taftffMMMtel 
Class. Their assignment, toet Mcit was a wery sissple one: rfrl te ^ at the ,bot- 

A***Jj?*f$* s seve ral i seRM M S sa j 
W hat Jesws agist Mssm . : . ton. For the «ost part they MM thirteen • fMM 
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teen MOM si ***» 'c-ifctir iMiM^kg thank Go«» is not in mny wag 

- ^i.-.^lc, •■-*.»: LI' a plai.4,. tt assess ■• though every MfcM one that I read 
■<?«■«* 1 L : :■. : , L 

• I believe that Tasus Christ loves «• 
-• X l>«li*vc tb.it Jos'.w ihitrist i~ v rri«»tv : 
-~ I believe MM ftMM MMM vill always stay by as 
...this is encouraging 1 -•■ that M Ml i&preasieaafele years of Mill UM 
they should b« so convinces* 

. ., .y --....'.: c* twsv ,-.r-,v -;.•,..' i.'J .... i-:-...^r. .;v ,^ i*et thvX : 
have seen MatftMMg young s*opie in Ml MllflitM fait... fer «eU~ni,;< 
three decades, and I knew that, what .« tdirtetie - tuurtceo y, -/: -ul .. i *-, iw-s. «;ru; 
■ ,.-, I--? >.::>;*« t ;i:. ■ I '-' "ft .-;-- »JfJSSl at *W*«*y~*i ; 

or thirty is «m^ An Use. *"* - - i'- : ^■>--t< '•- ?'; '.''-'- ' 

Hit tf MtfM lives they should be rooted end ground.. M I believe tiiey 
are* feat I*e> also realistic euoueb to know that fcherss costaes e ftiwe and a 
seasou when they aay temporarily shelve Cod, isfoest 6e4 »ay no longer figure 

tributed to a MMMt session at IMtMf MM M le»g ««o **«* a precious fMMJ 
wo.-ae», MBfftmN in the Christies fait \ ,i dat *ho .-■; r-^* --(- 

-.-,5 as «nc ifpttsl of her geaerpfci- ■ KMfl semes a MMtf" Mil ; .: ; ", MM) 
it eeeuse as though we can very easily ?»£ • '■>: ^ - eun^i. ^ =-.lc.-:,t to; ■.■o<:,r, 
m& MB MM* ; God doeai^t botnsr MM* Mi they M»*« bother M*. 

If tius yi-.-ir.? i:-?e ; .:-. vy K;vt..,i;i I cherish :.. ; s c possibility that 

the years have taught a* MM <* MMMJ can «sXl afford to be &*«**»*• be~ 
eauee I honestly MftliW t r iat life .;-5 its way v?f ^'iny, yc;^.<- '„; ii.-^ir 
knees •- • Ood haa liis e*m MV HWMgi life by OfetSfe t» is NMHUsts4« I 
L«w uj UHll on »hii ---■■■*.'". N aU. v :- !•■ ?srf«ccly wtUtoi to wait f II 
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wait | «ustt — while • generation te*nor*rily shelves God. 

This 1* why I'sa pert" "eric- willing to cc>p 'Li::- y^ua • people la •:..-■ 
Christian faith, in their MMMMmMM years, because I know there is 
klwsys « teendatiaei bain? laid M MMI few can latum, t£ stray c .<-•>•• 

-'■•- ■■■ i i'-i i !<' :->■«. Vk. ■:', **:ii.L VvC-v? If !;.';£ fee SK ,,c i „■.,:... . •■ V Li-; -: 

'■• : i;: -'' ^«"'» : c I" ■"'• ■ ''..••.■■ ':r;,' 1; ■...>■■ :c t ,. .r v .^ u ? . .-.._, Christ is 
not bei»§ *».sh* in . . i.-ft w*r*hly» .--,.., r, v . -'-! .. ,• ■ or ,_ 

Lutaer a -.«I.: .!*.. J>rc-.i^; vr«.>tP It; £*' = ;,- ,,'i I '. ;;■<.;. ....... „.;-.,. z ■,,-.■. , ft 

i-i-i •••-•Vk; au L.;ci* An-.. cc-ij>, :U' >„■•*•* .] ..^...-v.c , - ;.■ • lii- -■ ■?:■ i..;-,- je-i.^i^e, 
in the lnterlu, soaethiajc or 8aa»«e MMI MM Cod fti MMMMi *■«' 

worshlsjpe.; | MtMM BM always has sanetbiaa, «r «€w.e«®e to whoa he will 

.'.' •-■-: Cl ■-• -..I L 1 .,-■■:. , 

This is MMM MM preacher JttmUb $ot up-tight. Km MM* he said 

r"'.." can re.*;* it i; tin- i ■ --y ;-cc? =;v \i-= :.■:•,,,:;-■ - ■• -..^ , : w-Ja i.;.c 

V; ' c .c ; !! >u. c. :.- i Ih cryiag his MMt Out j»«jc«u6«. ;ue.clv ■*•;< ■..--.£ ..." ■-."•:: 
stene that the false $«de in MM they |M Mil MM will ovantuaUy perish 
Wfcen the chips ere dawn* they cannot MMli MN Is ;u> endless reservoir 
upon which a. sum efeu cm;, MM« I suggest* i« sedera ass's dilawaa -■■ 

he has shelw... '■"■uv. Ue'a 111 ■'.-©, 

N Mfa Mm Mt Mw i al HTfMttM MM crises, Mm an MM 

an<l Ml I ^'Asadiaft netteets of lif& hsre a way of MMMMJ Ml M-MMMM| 
*hea they do, when a aam MM Mi I (Ml Ml Mil MM out Ml Md 

the sabstitut* — less than the real - ean aever MM< 

fairs the pa^es or MlM| Mi you cose to that great r-c .-.-. . -..-» '"';■, 
called a swet hy the nanae o£ Moees, as seek as te say s "MM Mt Hsses, I 
seaething I want to M)|U la cat' t4NW*s MttStiaiag I mnst £a sake 
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...but whaaavar ®&6 saya MMMaM] ta I Mi 
•iioue, it's always that It Hlfta M AMMUc^ thrown ls^i: %&■:> t.c 
^t?!:«baay sslse. Co;:; MMft't 4m1 la aacrafcs, , , , , 
So ltd MM ftMNh ' Sow t ; *t jroursalf dama ixm thm sjoantwin. 'fou tell &>«•« 
people g$r«« tiling th«t go iMi MMaVf MM MM bean MM« Mil then; aoats- 

»«««M Cod rsi ,-';t &lao heve a MM I 'Mi MM I've aald it, yow tbry tust 
assures; MM I Mli awi c?iaag* sy aloi - ■ flMM 

-■■■• -MM Mil MM^ * r f»ma ■<— bag!:- :-■•- ^--vi.*-,, \l. /-;-. tr.< 

IMi Slpp ©M -— don't fcver hair« say gods «h*ad of m" t 

E4©w why da Ml aupposa Sad said MMH M Mai bsvan't Ml I H *or 

MMMil M »* MM f«iat, lfet M Mil Mt M4 »*1 say it so aueh Ml 

::'h :.-.:- •. ™ i •■•■.Ao it 'ot v., si':,-. -.::■■ taiai -.bent MM 1*1 ■ iifctlw while 1 
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Sermon - Pastor Raymond Shaheea 

Sunday »f t»g th« A»eanaion _____.J^i!Z_ii,i_JJ ; -Z?- 

•'WHAT MAKES A HOME CH5IS1IAJ?" 



Grace, mercy and peace fowl God 
ouf Father and from His Son 
Jesus Christ, our Blessed Lord. 

Asian. 



For uany people most sermons are pretty much the same. This Is not 
true, however, for the preacher who preaches the sermons. For him, un~ 
doubtedly, each serrca is ■ bit different than any other sermon that tie's 
preached, This :-iay he true for a number of reasons. 

One, for whatever it Bight have been that tri,. <:.•<' the original 
thought of the seraon. The preacher is laid hold upon — a glimpse of 
spiritual truth cones to hir.-.. He feels constrained to speak about it. 

...now when this happens, it may happen under different circumstances 
— not always the sane. Or perhaps there r.ay be certain thirst occur 
-die he is actually preparing the sermon, that is, as to the place where 
he may be when he is writing and reading and praying as he reflects in 
anticipation of ghe MSMAt when he stands before the sacred desk. All 
these thiaga enter into the preparation and the deliver? of a sermon. 

Or, perhaps you naven't thou-a: MM* about this, but vour reaction 
can ;oake or break a preacher's sermon. It is your i* [MM vf expectancy , 
it is your AspPM of sensitivity which r.iakes for a ;;oc; BttSMK or a poor 
sermon. The burden is not always upon the preacher. 

It : s Lin interesting tnin fa that I share with you now: congregations 

vary from place to place. They vary «M» within Cfca a*i«*. As an «Mk, 

he continues to use 
the preacher here at 8:30 may use an illustration that 
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at S't45 and 11; 15, but the reaction given to that illustration at i:3Q 
may be somewhat different than the reaction that's given by the congrega- 
tion that gathers at 9 ih5. ... aftd the reaction that you sight give it at 
11:15 might be quite unlike the reaction that's given at either of the 
other too hours. Oh, I've tried to figure it out — how do you account 
for it? Are there certain subtleties, are there certain nuances , deli- 
cate m they nay be, that eater into it? 

This sernon this SJOMiag la aoet certainly unlike any other demon, 
I think, that I've ever preacher, because of the way it was prepared. It 
got its final touches yesterday whan a group of 50 confirsands of Saint 
Luke Church got aboard a bus at 9:00 o'clock in the morning and we headed 
for Gettysburg. ha have been doing this new for seventeen years. ,,e say 
to a youngster who anticipates confirmation; 

— now that you're going to be a confirmed neither 

- :.' ;:'•..!■•■ nknreh, vou ^.v^ iw.':?:.-:d lut \zx~T. in crc 
institutions of hig ler learning. The nearest ones 
to i ain't h .i:-..-i": dhurr:,'. am '..atty-'Aurg dciioge and 
tae Theological Seminary in the MM town. Avery 
titaa you bring an offering you help- provide a 
Christian witness there through a college or a 
theological seminary. Let's go up anc m haw 
they ' re spending our noney .... 

, . .so we take then- up there. 

As we rolled along in the country-side yesterday, I did a kind of a 
hop-skip- an d-a-junp thin/;, ie were seated side by side;, two on either 
side of the aisle. Then Z ! d ask a youngster here or I'd ask a youngster 
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there to excuse himself and lot me sit in his place. And then I'd talk 
to the youngster alongside of me. And I began in somewhat of this manners 
I saia. 1 need your help as I prepare my sermon for tomorrow. I'll teli 
you what the the^e is;: ' : .u:: Curistia;' . ...o:.: ■.■::. ' v Now help me, will you. What 
da you think makes a home Christian? >'y question is, when is a home Chris- 
tian, and what makes it that way?" 

well, class her soul, the first girl who answered, one of about 

five or six — little did she realize that she was setting the nace 
to be followed by all the others , even though tkev did not know the 
precise answer that she gave. Hm first one. to answer said, without 
any hesitation whatsoever, when I asked "what makes > IMNM Christian?*' 
— she e-iid Parents 5 ' - - - as perceptive as that! 

...then as %a talked I put this question to hers Since 
parents are so responsible, what is it that you want 
most from your parents?. .... .and there again, without 

any hesitation, she said, "'Love. .. .and attention." 

As I went from youngster to youngster they simply supplemented or 
amplified what the first girl said, even though they didn't know the answer 
that she had given. Interesting, isn't it. do vent ion \ :it all of 

. getry. no mention made at all of things. Tney wanted love. And atten- 
tion. 

Personally I was .jolted a bit wnen about the third or fourth youngster 
said, talking about attention that parents should gl\?e youngsters, she was 

quite specific - she said; "Attention when we need it.' I say I WM 

jolted a bit because, in company with most of you, I'd like to believe I'm 
nobly intentioned, too. That as a parent I would like to have seen the 
youngsters get attention that only pare-:;.!:-, can give. T; ut I quite unashamedly 
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confess in your presence,, and in the presence cf the MM who happens to 
serve as the Assistant Pastor of this eon., --rogation, would to God that I 
could have begun all over again to-morrow! For there are certain times when 
I know very well tney should have had tae attention fror, ae and they didn't 
. e£ it. ...tnere WN tines when I shouia have been with then in the bieacliers 
or somewhere else, and I went off to a church neeting. 

...and there are tines that I can now say to you, at 
this vantage-point, when church meetings nngfcl to be 
sacrificed, for what the youngster needs at a precise 
tine and at a precise place other than inside the walls 

of a church 

Thanks be to Cod, I had a wife who helped compensate for what I didn't pro- 
vide. 

There are certain things that a youngster needs when he's eight years 
of age that just can't be supplied when he's fifteen. If he doesn't get 
then when he's eight when he needs then when he's eight, no natter how 

nnestly we nay desire, chances are we never quite Mffca up for what the 

youngster needed when he was eight. 

This sermon on this day which is being increasingly observed as the 

Festival of the Christian hone has a texLg, as every serno; ought to have a 

text. The tent is i faniliar verse, the closing verse of the second chapter 

of the Gospel according to Luke; 

"And Jesus went down to Nazareth and was 
subject unto then. And he increased in 
wisdom and in stature and in favor with 
God and nan. 1 ' 

— .a free translation is this: Jesus went hone and obeyed His parents, and 

as he obeyed then Do |m up, as a yov.i. etftf ought to grow up, fully fashioned, 

completely orbed , a four-square individual - - - He grew up physically , ',..:. 
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grew up socially, be grew up mentally, He grew up spiritually. . * * . 

J. think it's a lauen table thing that when we think ahout Jesus Christ 

we allow a great gap to exist in the story of His life 

, . .we make auch of the fact of tae Nativity — we keep 
talking about the birth at isethlehem, what happened 
then and there. . . 

...we even added the chapter about the two-year period 
when Fe was in Crypt. Then we MNM to stop. he put a 
block in it, a plug in it. 

...and then we pick up the life, of Jesus Christ during 
the three years of his ministry , when He was the preacnar 5 

the miracle-worker when 8a recruitea the disciples, 

when Fe laic the '.groundwork for the hingdon. . . . 
,,,,«• Mtks iiiftl of the final act in Hi« life — - the 
betrayal, the arrest, the crucifixion, the resurrection... 
. , .we even talk about the Ascension. . . . 
...but we forget about that significant period in his life, when, if you 
please, Hti was •rowing up. 

The older I get and the pore I work with young people, the more I am 
inclined to picture for them Jesus Christ as a teenager. For He was, you 
OOfiV, I can picture Jesus as ■ starry-eyed youngster, getting away froir. 
the carpenter's shop as quickly as he could, climbing to the hill, yonder 
hill on the outskirts of hazarctc. ... lying flat on his stomach, with a blade 

of grass between his lips looking out yonder M &• caravans want back 

-... forth on the great highway. I can picture Bis lyiu ; . flat on ills back, 

underneath tae stars, as thaugn He can almost reach and toucn ther;; and 

then coming back to His hoiae. Mary, God bless her s reeogniziiig at once 



..hat ;. -^c-£_^ : _ : :K^jT- : vi^i a ; i ? ^ (5) 



that this teenager had thoughts that she herself coalc not understand, hut 
she pondered then <js best she could aoo she kept 0MM in her own heart. 
Surely there were times when His pareats never understood Hisi. 

I could not help but think as I rolled along on the bus yesterday to 
Gettysburg, these 3th - 9tn graders, thirteen - fourteen hears of age — 
Jesus Christ w«8 that age Ett one rise, what is a youngster hue a growing 
person? And any-thin,.!; that grows needs direct ion. Sone very precious friends 
of ours have given us a Cedar of Lebanon tree for the ^rounds at 919 High- 
land Drive, I have been proded for the last year-and-a-half by the 1'istress 
of the Manse that that tree has to be properly staked or it's ^oing to grow 
up crooked. Ana I i : ;ppy to report to you, it '3 now properly staked. But 
she knows full well., of course, as anyone knows who w&tkt with growing 
things — as the twig is bent, so is the tree .loing to incline, hopefully 

-.- y.-vg -hr^hu up ■. r.ail : ■•■ .'-:,.. . ■ . i - i-o.s.v ■,.;." w :■:. >.c. is oi-:' :> vh.Jh. lot 
depart fron< if - ~ - any growing thing, any growing person needs direction. 
,; And Jesus went down to haxareth and was subject unto theur . . ..He grew x.. 
under the airection of karv Bad Joseph. And that's the way God works. 

You can't possibly do this unless you are directly involved, but for 
■Is Sunday afternoons now, at Gethany, the retreat bouse of Saint Luke 
Church, the Senior Pastor and the Parish Deaconess have been useeting wifa 
the parents of the confiri'.auds and the confirirands themselves . There are 
sixty in the class. It takes a hit of doing, of course it does, but it's 
eminently worthwhile. . . . 

...we begin at 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon, we §0 

through until about 3:00 at ai ; ht. This is the way it begins.... 

I say to the youngster in front of a* 

' ! There are four of us here, aren't there — yourself, your Pastor 
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and too other noople. You're here bccauae -ou are looking forward 
to confirmation. I can't i 5 c S3 ibiv confirm you until I Know feat 
you directly that this is -bat von want. I nave to be sura gfcftj 
you understann the Meaning of the question that's being put to you. 
...I have to he sure that you understand the neauin., of the answer 
that we require. So that's why you're here.... 

...I ■ hare because Id> God's agent in the Confirmation 
Service. I 5 11 re blacing *f km* in blessing upon your heau :,,.,: 
will confirm you in the Christian Faith.... 

Now these other two -eople — why are they hare? 
They are your parents — and let » rut it lor vou in tiris way, you 
nay not have thought about it "before. ... .here are the two people, 
MH» *o t han my other tm> peopla oa tha faaa of taa aaarth , who hmm 
kSELSSS*. .ii.rectiy^ ZS^2J?M^^.„^ J^b^^^!ftf_.-d » tg know a bout 
God!_ ...and the direction t.uat 8 j M«t fcl*Ml your ilf#, in God's MM, 
through tltam, ..." 

That's the way God works I Children .just don't ;jrow tip. They grow up 
uncet aireetion. Look again at it in this way -— when God saw fit to give 
us Jesus Christ, aiu lie look around for some palace, for some castle? dr 
dian t look around for a place, with whatever accouteme.nts might be added 
to it. 9m looked for two people , da looked for a aan and He looked for a 
woman whom lie could trust., whoiu he respected, two people who trusted and 
respected each other.... two people who brought integrity to their union and 
aevotion to one another. So God besan by saying, *ft»f, I need vou; and 
Joseph., I need you. t*m goinj to ^ive you Jesus Christ. I'm §•£&£ to put 
lie in your nanus, datch over Him! Direct Bis! Bring din up for de. I 
have no other plan , , , And would you believe me when I tell you that God 
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has no other plan for any other child any other child that eoaes into 

k ta world, by God's plan, comes with CM sayin;; to two people, I put dim 
now and trust hiru to your airactioa. 

I know it's a temptation for raany a preacher to MM to a sacred uesk 
on this Sunday, the second Sunday in day, and rake parents over the coals 
:or the job taay haven't done. oat IV. prateful for a pearl of wisdom given 
to Ml by the Parish Deaconess, -mo K»K months a;,o, when we were talking 
about a particularly youngster in a particular hone simply said, "lMt t 
Pastor, roaa.-.mi: — MMt parents do thu very best teey know how. ' i«4 last 

Bight, wkaa I W«W tosoin;; bftfl mad forth iu bed, thinkiu- about the sermon 

today, wnen I MM& MM* you on the .^ord's hay I knew a great measure 

of joy when I laiew that any nunber of MM of the families that I could 

recall where youngsters vex,: a vat to had last night and there was a 

father or ft i^ther bm&*M& over them, sayin,:. a prayer ana nay number 

of fe0MS that I coulu MM where a father *C a motaer went to bed last 
ni-ht Mkiftf 8*1 to ply. ti M wisuom £o irrin; up tneir children in tae 
best way that they could. It's happen!-;, tad Vu nappy to tall you that 
never in the years of my ministry have I i;een associated witn a confirmation 
class that is provin, itself uore spiritually sensitive than the -roup that's 
ahy to he confine^ next Lord's Day. 

ould you believe m that even yesterday wlien we came back, right on 
schedule, when the parents cas to |*t the youn-stera to tab- them in tuexr 
cars to H fc* «,..•&« I came back in hare to una ItfWft, 1 fouaa one spiritually 
sensitive youngster — seated riaht waere you are, hudy Scanctaler, facing 
the altar, wita ftMf and serious thoughts. A** I said zo myself, what a 
precious thine, It Lrinys nope and aucouia «Mmt to anyone who has the S ood 
fortune to MM* with youth. It J** eoesn't happen. They are youa-sters who 
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have been prayeJ for. .. .they are f0vn£*t&T* who are Leia ; ; directed. 

Alvin icaiess, MM of the §»««* Christian thinkers of tae kiedle ifest, 
once wrote a Look that deals with Luther* t; Catechisa.. khen he comes to the 
:o..auandffient tr.at talks about honorixv our parents, he has a very interesting 

suggestion: he fafgMgt chat M thiak in terns of Cod's vice-- f residents 

...all right, God is the President of the universe, 
M4 Cod can't be everywhere. Ana we nave, if you please, 
the executive or tha corporate vice presidents rerresent-- 
iug Mm teat's what parents are — God's representatives 

As one who is kd.esse;, with the pood fortune to work wita your children , 
let tae thank you for what you ao for then, in the MM of Jesus Christ. 



(This sermon transcribed as recora.) 



IftgWM Pastor i.^v.'.wci-.. shammx 



., "'^r lily. ■■ 



Jut F;it4kft ..*•■«« Lf*;.. ,jjs !•«., Jwsua 
Chxiti'L. «ui' ■,;. iusissn«j i.a'i'!.;, As.ert. 



"PMMMN **«r MffMft^ sat ,Ive is*? . . » »■ 

[**c-;iia... u*u *:ir:,yttJ-ii«^ - '■■.-.; }•,<..■ ..u .,,,,» 
I ikaa't ksaokf wte? i r#p«*t«d it Ca v,--v twit,**., ii.-t taw si.-;;,!,,;. r#^*«H tSafc 
it i;.if*i*.'l:.;iv-; ■•.■ --->a-y ■ i u ; ? thin-*', t-f it- 4v£ t,{,$t I.',; vi^isai ;'..■..■ 

**st - tisiiJ*- ;i -^ U\ ,,-: ■ .. -. > ft ;i.r lr L ii; si.cpiy cat* ." t&sa IV (MMMNNSftaJ ts 
. . Mng ii^at Si pr»isi»#« - 

.'■ v " v i ImM M BflMJ MM MMMMfc 

MMMMI «•*• «MKt It Ml Mfti Ml** MMM fce y«« er |MN 

auta-sricy , rectus- ■ ;>;•-..< .i ^ r..-> •"';$«*»: --/ :;..-: \..-.-. - ..- ■■?-■ . '■;:.- ivie -...r^fit , 

>:--.•:• ,ll;ju 1;.i . ...~ ••. .. u Jg ,;, ■.-„..-,. ■.;■....■■:.■; rCi ':•■)■» " 

;'E'w..I;,«6?-;>; i-.i*oe s r.ac ?'t'yr. iLtw-.r ■■«,;i.,. , * , » 

"•- ■■■■■ ) ,"-: -;.:/-i. J '...,•;-,. ittl'i 5>tOt".tiiMS(« ;£*?&«Ri.«»»»* 

':-:.--; ■>.-.•.:-;. ;'. ; .; : „,,«o \.;, : -, ; -s fit'SL j,.4 < ror,,.. w ,, «>><3?* !»%« »,&&«« *>? "»:ri ; ?oy-;: . 
•*• i-.lu.: pS&HiMMt AM <■-,■■ ■■t.i'-r tftMl >•-,.: Lt, M MM IWN ffllMI llUll 
:i*£4£ :'.' ; ^. r V'.;h» 1'I.uc' .'.'.■., £• MM RNMI Wl •- .. - MMUM MMMMN 

iie electa ■ >-Hk>;u a»ti«u wf • •■-'-;. •&■.£ :« - »; ,--.. : r -■'•■<, r?ro?,)iMM X ■ 
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IB, ami. Me k**j>8 those ptora&*e«. . , 

,..*vx; ry a©w and then fa ehooae* * particular t n Jl TJilwl 

— « turn by tl»e MM of Jtbr*Uaa).,,Xaaac« ..Jaeefe, . , . JMMt * i 

, . . J '_.!--£• .1 s:'» , . , » » * I ..-si •• - , , ., . . , 

-- tie* »n4 time again <*s u« pats -1« finder u?»c-m one 

■;:^ft t .k will s-v.y -' ; -.i.-- tt» no uucerCdla way 
y rm4 yvwl " 

....W lifcA as not MM iW-xs.ni ::;>!>:••" ■-.■-■«/ »'jv,' ■-",.■-, 

■-' -' '! ' " ::' -'A '' -" ' ' --' "• •:« t.:; I-'-J.j •>>•.-*,• that .wr/b^ r e.- ba, -% i ■ igtal'.t ; -- 

ehoe*:i.*v, hi;;,, JMit -V;--. ~k.4:, ' i ; : , - .i*-U.* •-_?. : t.c CkH ;uOt ; J- ..« i ;\ , t« 

■'•.-.■■ &..-.. ..i-i s. ■•!;«■• ,, .;. :' ;;■!■■'■; fi,: in.-.ii vidwl i::.;ys, 'wt I - M ' " fa 

itt And Ocd sk?*., ".'•■:-:• tu« «o it. rde-UkSe -. ? i -olxv lo ; ■ ,;) e ysi.; .■•:*,, 
MM) I ML3J MWH 4jsk yju to -u s;i7CUirst:* ^--> "fctter v;-*£ ic ...sv ':«-. .vjiic'iiv- 
"c>.i ce*i ■3 , e -'is**.*!- i ':i -. rc-lsr£» th» f.<ror:i«« r-; •; j -»*i.'.-*r ,?;•;: t<K ■ tvy -.j.,? 

. » « ,t r cristas* » » •pvewlaas »« * > , nv.; sistvs, •*«« 
...-•:■■ ;;.;•. :;. r '..■,;; , ; h.'Cos o itt£"uriafca<] .j;.-ea 1 cv:.; : > -i-g^t 

»«w tftfr MftbG of eivfe t :>■'•■;- -H'.'.::Zi-,* Vnv:.l-. ; ;- j ;- ?'>cr .y.-nytMsv ■- -- 
*,,.fui: ?»ro:--iafc« •:«■(. ■. to i«« .-...r! 

There's -a yiimt ■-■'■■■ -r-Vit Is ...,■- =..1 •*■£;■•; -■-- «*.r "ri«r; .s • ■'':;<;,■. v>» rw»nor 
vis;, .:»ur r.r-s:»€ftci fcs-.v-.", ', .»*v, U ; .:r-; ^rifo^c 1 .; ?.''," i-It^r, f-ntj r.i&liciv- ,.-:■ 

■■-'siOin ;-ri,,io vr*5r'i'; : . Viu»-.;- i-v-t tJ'^v n>/v :« ; «.j •:, ;r ■'■'-.-' 

fa yw ilPra t'\.- : ■ ■■■ "c i:.s t> -■- ■ -? -v j mb 

M s*rve Kfa MMMM^k Ifa Holy Charchf ' 

'cs. -.:c_ >•'.,'•;'' •»••**• • • " ;?o«**« saklBf a presdae* And 



t r^iaes fe ..Pfa ajtaaa ( j} 



it H Vr. MM, MMMt God Himself Ml ,*ive» nn the 
■ keeps eta proei*.., M I MMMM Ml this d*y to 

■''•'"•' " lr, ' :t ;:; ''" '•'■■■ ; '" : '"' £' .-'•:■ ;-rc: ■::-.: -s t:h.--; ,'-.: ■:>*. ■.>$<; 

Wbea our Bleae«<: MM Ma" MM M IMM, H was about to loav* 
WH disciples ; ,k .;.,-• ..,.., ueuM,= an UulUsie, - -\-,-v «,.,,- U::'t 
«aUe tM»! t «£ ii ', ,, , , 5 , •.,!,,. , ; ; £0 rMSSUM tUo> Jfr$ ^ ^^ ^ 
'tod wis ^rtMS-u :-roi*,v.* to ti.e;:-, A* « ^cattpla. Ke MM 

'I will never Lm-jv v-. :i ■ i ,.1Li ,.U--.;*"j be 'ac:,;If, *,-::.,.. .... ^ 

...tide's ... ? ;.rx:is.-. t-V-L r c .. a ..«..,, .... ,,, ; . ; t/.r^.,.; .j t ., iM , c».ri.»t. *,.,. "';,,,, 

rontiow* to jr.,*. -,v> .» n ;, . .. ,,-., „ ; .. f ,^ .^.^ , v ... l- .,.. /> 

when Ml v.r, MMl M n, -,.>, fc ^ wm W£)rsifl ^ fmm ^^ ^^ 

'" >"-•-• -*«"-■" -** »rttloui «e „ W y of the extracts tMI MJMM an Pag© 
7o«r If Aii ,rt it is.*u t of £ , t v ;r.,,., . r , ... ; , ;; , . ^ ;j l 

that when ■ .. M«| M )N AiU kM ti ..,.'... ..- -.. ,. : .. H , 5 ,. 

►o you ..ay S attout v. Ml - t a « , -. ;,;..•.; ..- /:.--}« 

'»'■■*. ■ ; . '•.- ■:• .... ;: - '' ■ l ■■:■■■ 

' Uo ^ » ■ ■ I Ml tot MMMI MM lie* eheee for you ia 

■ I . IM|| M - Mf as • Chelation. I Ma* Mil Mat *M Is a very MfM 

: :3cant PO.*ne in tat rit^I o; c» t ■-. tlic 7^rUii> ir . ^rene*, t;v<c c-itber 

' ' :; '--'- - -<* ^^ ' »- '■-« ** vi^-^iy ,,, v ,:aar,,: : v. : ,. , .,.., j 
to MMtfM HI srart in M M IMH At Mate M ^iil iiave Mov effter 

SO OSM MM ,;:■:,..,-. it llHM ffla y lie adca;i | l( BJiJBiM l so^^* 
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will 



**t vili SHTVWt forsake yoi," 



*Uo says: 

i vtli i.¥...- y.<,s ;-,v peac#. *iy pftMM I will l.*avc 
vlCij you - uks kiiu' oi' ;•»!«« t".»a{: t';C «?ri-. s«r*~ 
MI MMJI auo t&a kin;* o»: i^ic,: chat t'te wori : .;•/,.;• 
never MM «w*y. 
M I rusawsbwr If association with you M Caessfcatieal Class,. 1 MM M4 
aaoagh of « relatioashir MM MM ti MM to he MM Mj MMMBlMl what 
' lU ' re * 01 " <-- : " * " II MOT froa dow. An<i I m M*MM 

visual!** MM of you, INMMMj to tew of Mj MMM MM I'M -a ia 
ills — you're going to hay* ths son* bl#*a«d quaiitioa Mat *lt«y*v6 ria«i 

I MMMjM quality that uaens that your IS to is MMMMMM .. If aa 
laser p««»j go MM in M ^troubled way yo« e«p M MM ta p*»ev«re 
^i.ti- pvti v.,:,-:,. t , eoarsia MM God expects you co rar s , • -•...',;. , ;....,., 

M M it *3£«aiii$# you'll MMM| th«t Mi i» **yln£ to J**, "MM «1imI 
M wMl, | gjs» yen Iff fMM»« w 



'Jot! nature this preaisaj 

MMMI MM es M 1 Mil Hi M MM cast out; 
MMJI MM* Mm M ^ MMfftWBh I My shall be a© 
white as saow. 
I koov MM MMf « 11, beesusa ever; »ia, U on* of ?o« is sosmwhat of « 
r fiction af -,, ;,,r, ; „ c f all cat teat oi: ,s, ^,, , ; you yii 3 !U .,, 
• ;,:i " ■"'■' l - • ■ • ■■■ • -■' :-:. .,• ?x wu will ; ;:v terrify. i*rttoAy «*< . 
;,i - ci '-"- al %U ' S: 3 fOU,v * ; -° n * t:K,u*< :,.*;• i-i ,:;-,« in 3«|»g MMCa Mi I MM 
KffiI ? " i t ' ne t5 **« ■* tr.at M wl*o aade Mt Ml MM Mil MM M«M it. 
MMMMMM M MM H MI - ^MM uato s»e --- I will '\gv«r tur:> MMf»a* 
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-!"' : ' "•■' « v,y. ■;, ....■ r L .. ont f ch«MI tbi* warning nod *»ry 
gfttt«f*3 ly ftai.4, *lt wan aixty~«©a« years mi tc4ay that I was eonfim".. 
t's glf HMt sh« MMlM h«c .-• ■ ghM pIMftNi 'Moneat. But i*s& I I .. - 

tiicliaev t" think, fcnovli- t u. t ** 1 .,c< au; at Vr ^ c^u •:'..— * ;-,. -^ ■•■ 
~ r '■ stvt-i- i-< ilft: w'-v-M-c ■■»;»«'*'? loa! Iv- cc v.-.-ii: .- .-...sU; r..ct.-;: ;:,-.-,rn,v . s •,...: 
fie -lay . ;'trr ty-.r , rti< , v, or r.'if i.s.i.t; ■.•■;.,■ ir cr wit -tin t':- '-->::■:-". I ' <- es ■ •■■■■■ ■ *,->■* 
*»rt,My ,-?- .'■- u ..... cm.-.i--: c<>.= .*». te .-:; c»e:» .';,,. c: ; !«irv w'.^i? -..-.. ,, ; ;.- t-.s 
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Communion Meditation - Pastor Raymond Shaheen 
TRIHITY SUNDAY _ Hay 2o, 1972 



"HO STRINGS ATTACHED" 

Grace, mercy and peace from God 
the Father and from His Son Jesus 
Christ, our iile ssed Lord. Amen. 

Some of us do remember when he lived, and that's why we can 
especially appreciate that for other people he's become a legendary 
character. The reference is to Henry Ford, the MM who pioneered the 
automobile industry. He really was quite a character. He was the irmn, 
you see, t?ho said, "The American people can have any color car they want, 
as Brig as it's black.' He's the man, you see, who also pioneered and 
guaranteed every man who worked for hint $5.00 a day, a monumental step 
to be taken at that time, because one does know that in this period of 
history $5.00 would buy all the groceries for a family of four or five 
in a week's time. 

Henry Ford was also the type of fellow who, it's been said, had 
no real office of his own. He carried certain data around fit his vest 
pocket, and then he'd go to some other man's office and there transact 
business, for, said Henry Ford, 'It's easier for me to get out of that 
man's office than to set that man out of my_ office. 

Henry Ford, the legendary character, for so it would »•«* to people 
who know him only as they read the history books, was the man who at nis 

own expense chartered a ship with a special delegation and sent ther. to 

Europe , hoping to ward off World War II. 

But I brinp Henry Ford to your attention this morning for the sim- 
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Pie reason that he's the man who's MMM* to h ^_ sald> llyou ^^ ^ 
anything away with M string Mtl M, |, « > £any ( fell<w pushln „ ^ ^ up 
the business ladder- has taken a leaf fro. MM? Ford's boo,. For MM s. - 
you succeed in MlH ,^ M you MM string attached! - . you wait for 
the opportunity to do MM «* , favor , ^^ ^ you ^ ^ ^ ^ 
exploit mm situation and keep that M in . 8itactlon te ^ ^ ^ 
«y have to return the favor to you. A shrew. business Ml .ays, you don't 

ao anything unless yon can e-xmetft- ■* ■>>*» *-,«*-,- 

>«u can expect a return - - y OU never give anything away 

MM no strings attached. 

Significantly enough, very shortly we , jU 1 be approaching the altar 
of the Lord, to receive Jesus Christ through the blessed MMMM*. As we 
approach the altar M will ranfa.l M»M*M Mtt fa ft* **• in , Mcil our 
Lore was betrayed, He tooL bread and He broke it, and M ; ,a V e it to His 
disciples mi He said, "MM - *** _ no stritlgB attachea __ 

...and after the MM isanner when He had supped* He took the 
cup and when he blessed it He said, 3ow take it and 
Mtek ... — m strings attached — 
For IK"HM H MHU l i i l M . MM Christ, is love incarnate, and 
perfect love aw: MMMftt love does not attach strings to what it ^ives 
and to what it offers. 

If he had been only human, wo can roauily understand how lie might 
have MMMM- within Hiuself and MM, "Look what's happened to me already 

- they are hostile - there ±3 one enenry camp after another waitim to 
kill Mf,.fwt around the corner at the top of a hill there's a cross 

— why should I give, unless I can expect a measure of return? M I 
not have a right to exploit a situation MM this point on?' 

...but love doesn't reason that way I And that's one 
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reason why you and I are willing to go on living day after day, because 
we have met some people who have just loved us, purely and completely, 
unreservedly, who have done us good and have never expected a thin>: in 
re turn ., 

Picture it — please picture it. .. .especially as you come to 
the altar and if you're in a position where you can look at the carved 
figures in the front of the altar, representing a betrayer,, representing 

a deniar - and Jesus Christ says to Peter , "Go ahead, Peter ™— it's 

for you just as much as it is for John and Andrew and Bartholomew — no 
strings attached, Peter . . . " 

(would you believe It) '''... Go ahead, Judas, you're at the 
table, too - - - take, eat - drink — this is my body 
— this is iay_ blood - - - I'm sacrificing myse lf . . . " 
. . . for a deniar? 
...for a betrayer? 
This is the nature of God's love..... no strings attached. 

Back up for a moment, if you please. Suppose you are rooted and 
grounded in the philosophy that to get ahead you've got to attach strings. 
To get ahead., you've got to expect a return on your investaent. VJould 
you really want to live in a world like that, where that is the guiding 
foundational principle? Can you picture a father and a mother caring 
for an infant child who determines everything that's done in the waking 
moments and in the sleeping moments that are interrupted, only on the 
basis of doing good so that in the years to come the chilu might be 
exploited? 

» . , can you picture a member of the staff of Saint 
Luke Church, involved in ministering to people in the name 
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of Jesus Christ, who withhold a gracious deed because they aight have 
reason to believe that there is no return to be forthcoming? Who'd want 
to live in a world like that? - where the vorid op , rates prlaar±ly ^ 
cool calculation as to whether or not the risk ou,ht to be taken. .And 
M* the mm would hover be taken if there couldn't be so,, uarantee 
or a good investment..... 

... You never give anything away without 
strings being attached - is nat the language of God. 
Our Lord Jesn« Canst t* the ni,ht in whicn he was betrayed said, 
**• it - Mt. .... take it -- drink ! ..... , ao strings attached. God 
loves us - that perfectly « that completely. 

It* 3 been said that an Arab who lived on the desert all of his 
life, once saw water gushing down fro,n an Alpine peak. He just stood 
there in utter MMIMt . He couldn E t believe his eyes that he was 
lookin, * mmmmi that seeded to 30 on forever and ever and ever with- 
out an ending. That's the way soae of us feel when we mm to the altar 
to receive Communion: completed bowled over - o^rwke . ,, c;; 
mm here the leva of Cod is flowing into our lives, unreservedly, and 
without restraint. If tais thoi , ;llt Wt enough tQ pufc a spring fc ^ 

step and joy in your heart, then you are of all people the most Insensi- 
tive to the love of God s who ^ives, freely and sacrificially. 

* * ft * * 
(This sermon transcribed as recorded) 



Sermon - Pastor Raymond Shaheen 

T rinity One - Saint Luke Baccala ureate __ June 4, 1972 



! H0 QTHEiR GODS - 



i, Mercy and peace from 
God our Father and from his 
Son Jesus Christ , our Blessed 
Lord. Amen. 



Some of you may recall that at the time of the Annual Meeting 
there were two Commissions authorized. One Commission was to study 
specifically the needs, the facilities , the concerns , the programs of 
this congregation - - - what need have we for additional staff? Are 
there needs in the community that ought to be iaet through Saint Luke 
Church? Has the time come when we ought to consider an addition to 
our facility? 

...these are the questions being asked by Commission One. 

To assist them in their study they have circulated among the parish 
a questionnaire. Once the questionnaire has been filled in, they'll 
amass a significant amount of data upon which they ought to be able to 
make intelligent decisions and recommendations . 

Last evening I filled in our questionnaire. As I looked over the 
questionnaire I thought to myself, well now, this one question maybe 
isn't as relevant as maybe the committee thinks it is. My reference 
specifically is to the question: rih at is your occupation ? — — for I 
can't quite see what difference it's going to make to the Consaission 
whether 1 as a member of this congregation am a preacher or a plumber. .. .as 
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far as making a decision is concerned as to what needs in the community 
ought to be met, and as to whether or not we ought to add another staff 
member, whether that staff member tMMf an additional custodian or an 

additional typist what difference does it make whether I as a 

member happen to be somebody who spends his tine and energy as a preacher, 
a professor, a plumber or a psychiatrist? 

But nonetheless I'm happy that that question is there. Because I do 
look upon myself as a person who is vitally interested in people, and I'm 
one of those who may be, such as you, who becomes a bit restive until he 
finds out what a person does. Picture yourself seated alongside of a 
person in a plane or a bus, or you've just been introduced to somebody 
in a room and you're left alone, and in the course of the conversation it 
could be eventually you get around to the question, don't you? — directly 
or indirectly - - ~ what do you do? 

The question honestly cannot be ignored. For what a man does becomes 
an expression of the way he spends his time and his energy. And honestly 
now, the only unique, contribution that any person ever makes to society 
is the contribution that he makes through the way he spends his time or 
his energy. That is the only distinctive thing about you — even your 
gifts, your skills and your expertise matter for little if you don't in- 
vest them through your time and your energy, and direct them through your 
day* s work. So I am glad the question puts it there i What do you do — 
or rather: Your occupation. 

What little I know about this congregation, as far as the day's work 
is concerned, 1 do find interesting. And the spectrum is very wide. And 
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I presume the questionnaire, once they are returned, will continue to 
show us how wide the spectrum really is.... 

...as an example, there was a woman present at 8:30 this 
looming, a member of this church, and if she were to put 
down on the questionnaire her former occupation, she'd 
probably put down "pork-plunter '« .. .because there was a time 
in her life when she stood there at the conveyor belt, and 
the cans of beans rolled along, and she was the last person 
at the assembly line..... she gave the masterful stroke — by 

which that pork plunked into the can, transformed a can of 
beans into a can of pork-and-beans ! .Tow that's how she 
invested her tiiite and her energy ...... 

...we have also in this congregation a woman k.o, if she 
were to "record her occupation, would say, ''I am an expert 
In re-touching portraits! 
Well, when the questionnaires come in I am certain that there is one we're 
not going to find. In my book it's about the oddest of all occupations. 
I read about a man who has this occupation. He works for the '- Sew Y ork 
Times. He is their chief Obituary Writer. For six years now he spends 
his time and his energy interviewing great people, in anticipation of 
their death . . . because his responsibility is to record on the printed 
page, for all posterity , the record of how these people invest their 
time and their energy while they lived. 

I suppose none of the people that he interviewed has ever proved 
quite as interesting as the chap who died four years ago and was buried 
from Stutzman Funeral Home on Jamaica Avenue in Queens Village, lew 
York. I can't give you his MM. I only know the obituary writer \ras 
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able to get two full columns in the ;Jew York Ijunes, and space for a 
photograph, to talk about this man who was simply referred to as the 
'Ilxng of the lorld.'' The article went on to say how he went from 
place to place and enthroned himself,... 

. . .he visited 71 different college campuses , and there 
in the present of the students he had an enthroneaent 
ceremony . . . 

...he visited 100 different nations in the world, and 
in each capital city of the nation that he visited 
he had this enthronement ceremony ..... 
...he had his throne alright — a six-dollar aluminum 

folding chair... he had a sceptre. . .he had a flag... 
....he had a plastic globe, symbolic of the fact 
that this is the world over which he had domain. . . , 
i . .ais crowning moment cane when he went to the Red 
Square la Mosxow, and enthroned himself the King of the World. . , 
You find it rather amusing, don't you — - to think that this chap, even 
reaching 76 years of age, should be so illusioned, spending his time and 
his energy thinking of himself as King of the World. 

And yet I submit to you this morning with all the strength of my 
soul, that what he did in fancy xaany of us do in fact. For there are any 
number of people that you may know who spend their tine and their energy 
thinking only of themselves, and enthroning themselves as the only per- 
son who really matters in the world and beyond which there is no one 
else. Kho could be beyond the King of the World? 

And noxi7 the text for this brief sermon. It's recorded as the 20th 

chapter of the Book of Exodus, the condensation of three verses; 
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' I am the L o rd thy God . . . thou shalt have 
no other gods before ne „ . 



It was a great moment in history. God had brought his chosen people 
out of Egypt. He was getting them on the way to the promised land. And 
somewhere along the way s at a particular place called ilount Sinai, He hat. 
them stopped. And then He had a rendezvous with their leader, a nan by 
the name of Hoses. And He gave Moses to understand certain things i they 
couldn't go one step farther until they got something perfectly clear - - 
God laid down the law. God said, ' ! Thls is the way it's going to be — 
these are My_ teros! ~ ~ you are My people! - - you're going to My land 
- - you're to serve Ily purpose. I give you no options/ 5 

God does talk like that. And it's well that He should. Because we 
need to hear that kind of talk from the one who is qualified to give it 
to us. And God began by sayi: ,, 

,! I don't want anybody to get in My way -- - 

I don't want you to give Me any competition . . si 
One. of the translations puts it thi3 way: n l am a jealous God - - I can't 
stand for anybody else around. I don't want divided affection. I won s t 
tolerate divided loyalty. You put Me first. You don't have any other 
gods in front of Me!' - ' 

When I was a Sunday School boy, ay teacher came down pretty bard and 
pretty heavy with that lesson. Then she went on to say that we weren 5 t 
to make any graven images .... 

...I don't know why she spent so much time harping about 
graven images because I wasn't about to take ay pocket knife (I 
wasn't handy with it, anyway) - - and to go out and to get a chunk 
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of wood and start carving it and making a little idol, and then falling 
down three times a day in front of it..... 

...I wish she would have spent her time trying to make plain to me 
that this didn't apply to Ml, this business about making graven images - - 
I wish she would have come down hard and heavy on this thought: that any- 
thing or anyone who receives our primary concern , on whom we spend our 
time or our energy, that thing or that person becomes our god..... and that 
thing or that person becomes the competition that we offer Cod, because It 
is the nature of man — - make no mistake about it — • it is our nature to 
enshrine somebody, or a thing. 

Every single one of you, every single one of us, has something or 
someone that comes first in our lives, whether we recognize it or not. 
There's always something or someone that gets a priori ty, and anything 
that becomes #1 in our lives becomes our god! So eventually a man has 
to ask himself the question: What or who is my real god? IThen we gather 
together to worship, we may say God who is the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is our God, but that may not necessarily follow that Ee's our 
real god. Because the real god is the one who gets our attention , who 
claims our time and our energy. 

I don r t know whether I'll jolt you a bit this morning or not when 
I tell you that for a good many people , they may make themselves their 
•■-:■. This chap, starry-eyed as he might have been, who called himself 
King of the world, made himself MM One •— there was nobody beyond him. 
So he enshrined himself and he made himself the object of his concern. It 
may surprise us if we were to sit down sometime and make a good survey of 
our own lives, to discover how much of our own time and energy is spent 
in advancing ourselves. From the time we get up in the morning until the 
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time we go to bed at night, for a significant number of people their time 
and their energy is spent chief ly in the interest of themselves — at the 

exclusion of somebody else, or anybody else. 

Did it ever occur to you that you might be setting yourself up as 
your own real god, to the end that you begin and think only of yo urself? 
I once heard a definition for hell -— quite unlike any definition for hell 
that you light get from the Scriptures, -nit I don't know of anything that's 
in the Scriptures that would disqualify this definition. ::fy friend «&• gave 
ae this definition of hell said, "Hell is simply a person ending up with no- 
body on his hands but himself »" Sow what prompted him to say that? — Ke had 
known some people whose only total concern in life was themselves. So in 
the end — they got themselves. 

As I indicated earlier to you during the announcement period, I don't 
know what the years will bring to you, I have no idea how your life will end 
up. I'd like to predict how it may end up - ■ - - baptized, confirmed in the 
Christian faith, claimed by Jesus Christ — you have before you the exemplar, 
the Ilaster of Hen, win sc loved that lie thought not of Himself . He humbled 
Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death on the cross, that 
He might live for others. I should like to think that no matter what your 
occupiition may be, your days and your years will be spent, in God's name, 
in helping other people. 

Now there's an alternative to that, and God is always giving us options. 
I an reasonably certain if it won't be that, then it's going to be something 
else. And that something else will be serving your own purpose, advancing 
your own selfish ambition, And God sometimes has a way of letting you get 
what you want most..,.. and if that should be the alternative that JWI 
should choose, then that would be hell... 

. . .which is a sobering thought. 
■k ft * * 
(This sermon transcribed as recorded) 
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Well at considerable risk, here goes. 

Today ''s sermon bears tae title, "Perfect People" - - and the text: 

of all things, recorded words of Jesus Christ, tae 5th chapter of the 

Gospel according to liatthew, the 48th verse: 

: '--ye therefore perfect, even as jeer 
Father in heaven is perfect . . 

I know you. , ay friend. You 1 re on the defensive immediately. You 
know soaathing about yourself. You know that you're not perfect. You 
know that you've never been perfect. ...and you don't have much prospect 
of your ever becoming perfect. 

And if this is what you know aboat yourself, honestly now — you 
know it far .setter of other people that you could name, because that's 
why you aad I, wittingly or unwittingly, are always talking about their 
failures - - - we know they're not perfect. I'ut the text remains., and 
I'm not about to change the title of the sermon: : Perfect People. ' 

I am fully aware of the fact that sore time ago I found myself iu 
the very difficult situation of criticizing somebody and of taking that 
person to task, because of something that was being done wrong day after 
day and week after week. It's not easy for ne to take people to task. 
I'm quite conscious of my own failings, more so than you may realize. 
But nonetheless, because you stood to benefit by my taking that person 
to task, I could not fail to cischarge ivj obligation. So 1 pointed out 
her errors and gave her to understand that this parish was not benefit- 
ing by such continue-.'; «£««£&&«. Bm response that I ;,-.ot WW dimply: 
".'ell, nobody's perfect I' 

Quite true! lut MM h«d a right to expect a response quite different 
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t'ntt ihas, :.■'. c*a ?'•--;. *>« »n> :'»>-* tar Iw9Ttfv*,;jant If o«fc*r* ,.«,*!«.;' 
Ml Mfttlfl to Qaaf.it for t 5 ;e fsct Uvat ®lst«k«« «r* fe« be tKp«c««lt 

*»•« '— "-.-'■ '" U,-.:; cc tf.-quiXi- -■»■ fiV'i>r*>Kis~,«iti«-a eu." ;.i iffct'M • ■:•,-;' 

i »y?»0»« it »-*>ul;J ■-:.' a vusr« o-"-#y fciiia/< :'or ^ £r,u Civk yoa it ©r 
."".■<.-.»■..;>>■:', i ;:a ;' r-;; tijj ;..U,:Ij ,yw, .sv;i»ir,v..i*c *■ tcr.i, ,,.. : .iiic, ; ./,i^ yea 
'Siw't ^*vo to t-jiv t*»is itfst v»ry s^rt-s-ssly* fi*** r.i,ht 3 <j i a «lf=,*-i i,j 
^' / - ;!>i " ••<'■• '•"' * : - *<**•* "'■»" fcMMJf'i MM HMN htei t< HMlMMi - M 

B»ra tS his h«...;.~ .. •■'. , .;., .•■, v ,, ;;udv Vi r;'.i , -XV: - -is..; .,,.- /fU .-.. v.. 

a ; ,:Tfe«* V.r?" \.-*v .»*,:„ s ; : , •.■;•, ;,..- ■,.■: --i ;t: ;;-.;,% M« mi «*.saat It IfMMMg 

Imhm Ckxiatl 

*ft -.-v. ua«i&rore j?«-rf6<|j, even #» » 
wv' : Fa|iwet itt^->**?ffla if : '^*-':'; : t." 

I : '- --,■-■: pMr#Mt« M M Mgp. toM&b«l« IS .V ,-:■•- £?»ri«t, irtin HimMHWl 

■--•"- ■'■'■-■ ^i*t* tc- pies*, 3UJ<J >..-•■.,'. jsfefess a 8tfea»««r4 t^r Chri«t;i»si«, 

'•' -' i9&» it. fMMM Ml U;-. ^HsCtt .-v;-.;- t* (MM I £»d • Imp hl>lt 

•■' '-''!• '- '■'■ '*>r0 ■-*« =-«'a'" .,-?;..:: ..,>■.., , ,wr; .v-yv-.s .-i,- la -,,v 

: '■-■■•■'■* -• ■ ■■■ *«. t.«*.it*. i. .. i'liiiiifjg ..; pwy •&&■ wriiwilaiiiL i r ..-I'h* lu 
uucu ©I kis ti.i;.;4.. 1 .ue?! ) . prenyl •. i l«4 .: tot*ffpt*tatft4*i mwitlniMn 

»««JttiJ =i:,. MHflMI MMfHlaMiM 
- - «&@ vbo i* ic fe« .-:: t?i« frut* »| ClM «#M , Ml Mm 
:.--."..*at f pi •-■'::■ "*t»«s fryit w-hisss is- l» tiMH •Wi ll i»*» 
1 - : '■- 1H»H ■■■':...'.. -•; ■ ■ ; .- I | | M ttfl ■ ■- MM MMBl 
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Is this possible 'or a Christian -~ to ft Ml* the state that Cod knows 
he is capable of reaching and expects? Is it? 

' he ye therefore jj^^ct^eyon^ as Your 
Father in heav«n is perfect , . 

John Wesley, who has always eoriianded my respect and regard, was 
the firebrand of Methodise. It MM one of those people that Gee raised 

up in a dark periou of tue Christian Church 

...you know, it works that way,, aon't you? Things never 
become so bad but what Jesus Gnrist says, "Now is the tiae 
for dMB to bMMM better' 1 

...Joan "Lesley loomed on the 
norizon at that time, la was baptized, he was confirmed, 
he was ordained — a priest of t.:c hn-uiean Church, hith 
his seal he even crossed the Atlantic and came to America 
to evangelise the Indians s with unproductive efforts.... 
. , . on his way back to Cngland he was exposed to some 
Moravians who had an inner peace and calm aside t the 
storm of the Atlantic..,. 

...but MM significantly, at. a quarter- 
to-nine on hay 23, In the year 1735 , 
vtMM somebody was talking about Luther's 
internrstiition o? the Lpistle to the 
Romans, John Uesley said, " l I found my 
heart strangely warmed' ,. .and sot e. thing 
happened to him that became as a turning 
point In his life. . -lie was never again the same. 
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John wesley therefore made nuch of two things in the Christian 
experience. One was c onversion 

. . .he honestly believea that any man who 

took the aaae of Christ ou^ht to recognise 
the fact Cant his life was bein^, turned around, 
just because he was a Christian.... 
Now whether this would happen dramatically or gradually, that may not be 
i.:-e important tiling. The important thing is that a uan who is a Christian 
knows taat his life somewaere along cue line sthas been turned around, and 
in the a— « of .Tesus Christ he's facing in a different direction. 

Joan, wealey made much of two things la the Christian experience. One 
was conversion . 

The other: perfecti on. 

...it was not enough for hi* that & MR should 
be turner around and faced in another direction 
™ it was also reouired that a man should make 
soiae progres s in the direction in which he mm 
faced, that there ought to be ways and means by 
which you coulu determine the inprovecent that's 
taking place. 

I suppose that it is because of my regaru for John J'esley that again 
and ever so often I have told you, the people of this parish, that you ought 
to be better Christians now than you vere a year 3vo, and if you can't say 
that, then there's a oave Chlttg wrong with your Christian experience. 

John Wesley, by the way., felt this so strongly that every now and 
then he went around to different congregations and conducted an examination, 
so that he might be able to put before their, evidences of their continu i . 
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growth ana development as Christians. la the •••'•ear 1743 .John -fesley 
went to Newcastle, and there he examined the congregation, the individual 
•sabers. 9m m looking for evidences of growth, another way of saying, 
n X'm looking for this indication, that will prove to m that you are ap- 
proximating perfection." Would you believe jne, by the tine he was finished 
he deliberately purged 140 people fro^i the church roll because there was 
no evidence that they were continuing to grow as Christians, caught up 
in this process of perfection.... 

. . .you might be interested in knowiii ; what, as a natter of 
historic, record, was a justification for telling people 
that they were not caught up in thia perfection process; 
...two were pureed fror. the church roll because they 
wer. ha Itually swearing' • • • 
— - John Wesley believed that if a ran became a 

Christian you ought to pet rid of a 
habit like that. ..he should no longer have it.. 
...two were purged fror. the church roll because of 

Sabbath-breaking . . . . 
... seven teen_,_ next to the largest single nunber in any category „ 
were removed froTn the church roll because of 
drunkenness ... .ha jtst couldn't quite see boa 
a BSfl coule give evideftes of Christian growth 
and development ana order his activity on any 
day s and be drunk at the SSB& time.,... 
. . . tgo were passed tvnm tue churcn roll because they 

sola spiritous liqu ors .... 
...three were purged frost the church roll because they engaged 



'Perfect People (7) 



in quarreling , and for John IJesley quarreling was not a 

way of life for Christians . * * . 

I 
...one, would you believe it, ffM told that he couL.1 no longer 

be a raeiaber of the Christian Church because he was a 
v? i f a - b a ■ t e r . 
... three were removed fror the roll because they were deliberate, 
willful liars — you could never count on Hum to tell the 
truth f and Jo.hu e*ley says, this does not becore the 
Christian. . . . 
...one, nark you, was removed because he was downright lazy 
. . « twenty-nine ware renoved because they were to o light-h ear t ec;.;, 
too careless. . .for John Wesley, being a Christian was always 
a serious thing .... 
Bless his soul, he never had done with this, it was a kind of an obsession 
with bin: that once a mm knew he was a Christian he aught cc be moving 
^i^iML^^^J^^- 1 !^-^-^^-— LLJddLE2ZlES.h* Even seventeen years later,, in 
1760 , he went to Cornwall and examined a congregation that had 1700 members, 
and he purged aliaost one- third of the;-; — I suppose for similar reasons. 

1( Be ye tnerefore perfect, even as your 
Father in heaven is perfect.' 1 

,,, . -ive evidence of your continu;;. BWft WW hwwal o p aum t as a Christian. 

I never cease to marvel now e;-:sy t.. s .>,. ':-v±^-::iH:-.. cuurch r.] ■.-.<■. ir. for a 
person to become a Christian in BMM. I can hardly believe that tiie 
statistics of taz Lath -ran Church in .-Vierica are si,^-lv ..el: -.-:. i.:ic- ... by the 
fact tnat you can. lay your finder upon a person who happens to MM to 
churcn at least once a year, and mkftfl any_ kixd of financial contribution 
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n" record? !• that all the Christian, church requires nothing raore 

than that? 

With you undoubtedly I read what others have written about tae growth 
and development of certain Christian groups, and we're being tola, contrary 
to a popular notion, that the ChristiHn groups that are growing while others 
are not axe the -roups that require rigid standards of their -.neiabers 
constant evidence o£ activity and endeavor and spiritual Maturation. * , ■ J 
mm 1 * WlllO should exeeee nis -rasp or what's a heaven for?'* — it's only as 
we strive after that which is far better do we show any kind el iaiprovenent 

at all. 

When MM of us have c;one to Copenhagen s one of the things we wanted 
very .Much to see was the :: Church of Our Lady" in that ,„arveiou3 city. In 
the Caarch of Our Lady, you see, that buileing is blesses with t « aiad and 
the spirit of the work of the banc.- of lorwaldsen, the great sculptor. It's 
in that church, you know, insteaa of staiae.; |lttM a dawns jm have niches 
in the wall where there are iife~-sii:e statues of the Apoatles, beautifully 
done. Ana then over tne altar is the Cnristus, with HI* ams outstretched* 

"Come unto ae.' 

close by the Church of Oar Ladv is tae dorvalasen Museum, 

wnere there are otaer works of the grant spirit. And it you MH 
to visit there I an reasonably certain that the person in charge 
would tell you a little hit about Torvalcson -- and one of the 
things he dreaded, one of tae things that he didn't want to near 
vm for somebody to cone and to tell hia his wftffe was well-nigh 
perfect — as thou ' he .ipA arrived. 7or if he could believe 
fdhis, then j you see, his Sftrlt would be stifle.!. Taere was •!— 
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ways so-'.:' Lag iv« 1 ayon toward ;Aih In bad to strive lz thaM 

■-.•»::£ to :a> -ay oririf. an.' ioteprity Co irl~ work that .as to he far better 
:■ . .-, .-a U4 'a a H M* M I MfgMt M M* that contrary co your initial 
tturwijit, Bfcla is act fw Ha tic, re say become perfect." It M MM Ml 
ic-aiiatie al all KlIMi— «■!■! IfWH. for no MM can cvtr alien H a waii to 
think that in the sinht of God he has ic rnuhu .:• teou,;h vo could turn to 
h±3 heavenly Paf&M an., say s "I'm p Mifl— — i fell Ml — I'- quite satis- 
fied with what I :> l„ and I trust that yea are tec, Gad, toftl iM*t expect 
anything nore frout&e. 1 ' 

If V r- ,:':•-. J . ';'-vv : perfectionist in your family, if you should have 
a perfection: L~t tftWWg yiu «*t% a you MM •« I MH ■ ■—• you coula Ma* 
your hair — tmy'a: I'Oi MB? ..it:. MM I ft* iiva. Nit M yea realise how 
«*at our Mat Lfl te the r-ari *C£i«oia£« , BM Ml always asking us to do 
BOMtMai hotter^ to HUM, to p beyond, tha plateau? Wfcftt tfl MM eat f 
«f MM oest? — the fact taat too eaoily «■ M ttle to:, vhat it oianly nood, 
fita all the BtMaftJft ftf ay soul I give you aaple wamin; - y osc.fuleess 

1 -oar Senior Factor will continue ouly M lor-; M I BOB ekaUaaga you to 
become better tium wuat you arc, to say tu you ;uunta KM ■ ain- cha pftiMM 

u.y of Saint lata Church la Mat in tea past! feat tae BMalfrM MB«M 

.. . a aoa niloub us is Ml? tin praiuae to aa.:-.ethiu •; bat&a?) 

. ..bv taat sane token I M? IflMM to your MB Ufa, 1st your personal 
;ruotice of Hm Christian BgtflBM< •** iMf lllawa BBS* MM 
tha luxury of t:,raaia t , hinseif into aautral: 



Bay aa... ifore ■ a •'":■■ at. mm h year 
father in .aoovaa is »»rf«et - - 



.*,BJM oneness that we have with each other, ISM 0M a: MM chat f^cci has wich 
KM aon. And what characterized that MBMBt f — MtiaRM •.-'•- love. 
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About the fourcri seat froi- tae front , here by the pulpit this 
aorninp, sat one of our ne^hers vho for fortv year ■ «MM a farmer In 
Virginia. he's never taken cue country out of his soul. And within a 
ail* of Saint Lota Clmrc... right ftWMt Dfaffg you're sitting now, he has 
as fine • garden as any MM would pant to see. -low how uo&s he pet the 
yiela af taa px>od earth to perfection, to coeplete saturation? 
...he never gives up weeding... 
...he never gives tip fertilizing. , . 
...he never gives ap cultivatin. ■■;. . . 
...he never gives up watering when necessary.... 

....and 1 dare say he looks upon each plant with ■ measure 
of love, lad u he prunes and pares very carefully, so the&xe.ld reaches 
maturi Cy . 

aybe that's the lesson that yon and T | rare to laorn when we're 
idling with other people. As f'o-. : a; eetn Cjmbi to strive toward perfection 
we cupdlt to help theia along tae -ray , with patience, -aid -ith a measure of 
love . 



(This semon transcribed as recor.lea) 



Sertaon - Faster RayaesKi Shahaea 

th«. Itvirc ,Y. .-::.. ■•,• Altai i lnJ.1 ■ 
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sur Father aad fro... -.tin >on Jasaa 



' ' ; ^ V-> „,,ii r £CV t ;,, .; >a . ?r: , J ,. , nov so ftthin r>| ch 

~ uts, *"w ..... t,! ... ... ... .;< ri .-. -•■ .. , 

■■■** ' ^c^L^in,,-,^,. .U>,«, lt uu«',.r.; -. 

c*Aat tha Eire,, ■..-.. . •.-. u : ,,; N ,.^. ,.,, _., , 

*^v fe taair */w r ,,, s ehov :,,., v , L^i; -.«■.*. t;»e? v to . - c attain 

*MM Uy the *ura c«.-*s eown; r;.- j ira Ij; :tc ..;... 

0c " :Vr ' :I * '*•■'* --' •''■>-^-'. o.i. f..-un it;.- is rvliyvt.. : ic,,; v .,;..- 
aaw Vftfc Ifci NAM IHM -■- tew nwoy acr«?» VMM lHMMf«i| 

As a yo«g.t*r I «* *I** yB IMfMl by «« * t!w c .ec',ni,^ ** 

uaa4 to M* C f yrftSt £ir * m , ; . ^ ntfoI . ..... , ; ,.,.,_ , ilUr 

with it; *;-,. -•,.;,.:,,...,.,. ,.,,. ,,,,-,, .; ;ii ,,,,,.,. .,, w ., ;v . tc , .,, ftf . ._, , . r>> 

«fllliln # a^ then d v^v ..',:. ^ ;; ■ j , ; , .. , , . ,.. ^, ; ,. 

■- " : '-tlo.-i.-.r .,.,,u.-... ,, lIi«| * t >«e ,. .,■ -,., u-v.st :'ir-- xf acil « 9 
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will jet Mtqr the «purks beyond thla svath. la this swiy, ?em a®«s ; you 

Step t-r '';;■ • '/o-.5 etc? fcl'.t- flrf- vitn '"in , ;<:.-^, jj-.fe , . t;is }i.-'\u :. 

• :. : I re - - 1. ' : r?.% 



cai. *;.:*ri.,. , t^-rv, y.rs; fcu;, •,;■•> v.-.,,;: •:?•-.; l£«4n ti*;.-t it --.v - ;: r.^ ; ... ,-»s-e,., i.; trtt,s 
noval woxld aa wcxi. . timt the only v«y tv outfit *?vl'i JU c? ri -vf.-ii. 

'•^ v- -'-vi,. ,-. r*r aoy uv^l.e* « ! t «;.■-;.-. curios £,->.•* joriu ■■•■-. :■ .' i« ,• : . t>j*i 
■■'- i; tvjcH. ifhethfc* wt ear* t© MMpt tl M MM« MM WU MMMM a*, 
a tllHfar-tat phiioss>;jliy« o*»t p€*-r--'l--i» .,..:,:•,■■.-.: . otshstri^-f Co cue -r±A- 
■?i':^.--- '■■ ' .::.■?.'■; t*n* wis*' ym.-'re; £«*i .. to vr^rit .■«, th&w that 1 a Mm way 
> ; ' - ■'- ■ . -■ '■ <-? ■• ■' ."- -. i'r*\-j ',.*..•,.; !..:("f*-:'-i&t*v. •'.■.-.■..■v.; rY.Spws?8?e . 

■'■'■'■ ■•■'! r.;sc-r--- &«« ■■*•?.< uyotj th*> htsfifiou r- cf.rr-ai;cs , r"e sen vho ',•;.••;. t 
1 ■'-■■-' trvr to'-/:- ■ £■--.-:•: fsni Cf«ac ; \iu,r;, P«efla, NNMN $MlM in- 

Erlguei by what ■■ iU> zv 3<py, «.n/ .- ro-uerly 30 beefxs*v r.%€\.- iit-skt* i i«atu 
■-■'••yt:-.:l-.i iu.- ,..c '.'3:> !.,.-.■;. .1 ■.;■;'.■;: »-■"*"«• ,-.* <.,_! exat--pi.'J -:.c .:«■.. £ a.:,, ,. '• ran 

:•''"- -r; i ■■' ■'.••■•:■...,.'■?; p^-fi'jte.;; ■■'- ■" lis j-Ie.-u^r*. :.< c,"f .' Vk-.-. -ii .-.'--.V, <: ,, - 
MM (BMajBt Si *ft>M. BMf MM tMltJ tJ ijr this t y,v , : .'- ': 

''■'■'-■■ :y i. ■■'■"': ;'v;....: ;-. ' ».., ui :,oftr ■ ; '•■... ,:; r '.,;::. .;. ;■ \ ... ' .',' . :>k^.: - 

neaa. It's siwsys a aaeply i*J.»fyia ti&Mg Ml «sofc**ba«iy t«li you 

.- ^ . soi ..^.:. -;, : l • fa«, aa : Kh&« mm ft mi BMini «m m > I H4i w| 

faei'-= t ■■-«!■;£ it y.":s '.'<---.. -j,:,i c.'^r-- , '."-* ?'■■*<■■•, -4'. . .;■:■ •.-• ,-.,-:■ -.v-r..-: ^ :.*.-.• ■ 
',i<',.rIV;*Vi .: ;'■ t notlM •■ iunt «M iRMia K« KlM I* MMa 

MM*! ,l • ■"■ 5 ■' :.".-. vv<-* .vrctfthe: ■■ - ■-. ; ' .•■.;•?,•. 4. • <r v l-'^fc s 

''•-'. ■■■ t«l: ;■■•'; ijL-i :;.. Eh - . :. ; : . , fb<»' sot 1 Insl bt« ira:< ■i-,. ; , f -: ,-.,t;..'' 
:i;-tt< f''*-'.;-;..:' nt„*t.i , tit, • Criwrc? ■-'■ : ^r?* the b^ei* si 
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' ' * Un ^ : ■ £ •--' t'Ua^ lu t I vr,:, v,y. - ,. : ^ -,y, ,,,,:., vr ,„ : *. 
•'- I; - l1 *"'" ^■^.'•■v. i •;.«•-• intact-.; ^ t . 'tit-foi i. -if ^.U^-pa*. ,* ,»«■ 

' "-"' " ■'" " ; - '"' >■•**«"« *'-" i< ■ -• **ii«« In Uel* iKU-r-ceraonal 

l ' :1 ' liw: ' 1 ^ "- ! r*««.-aft- fcr a »t<m« „ s fl „r- * v.: .*♦>«■■;, i.«- t>r:>-.^ « 

'""""" '' :; t; '' v '-'" ■ {> ^^ --->• -^ tfs- '_r.i'-:ir:; ; £.-■* £;,,,; , y C ... ,..,.. !t . f; . , t fiJf 

vwu * ; ' ;i: E ' r ' c ^™ o.aj-Cjv , j c"..r. -;*sp«l wnan-di, e , „,- ... ,-. ,.. ue ,, 

-* '••' •-'■■* "•■■ ' ■■•■ ■ ' ■'■-*■ will ww -r T Ct it tJ .■■-><. ■ -cvn t ! lei. . .,,,_. 

th " U ' ' ' - '■* ■ i '" 1 evij VU - *'VH? -* *r.^-.. it ir. , c-,.a-:c .^r*e~ 

Vilo:: . ■■:.'•.•• J ": ■ , 

' • W cob Satan casf - MtMfl - - 

tifcl*- Tht ■ rJ stian fas o,i* a >. ' 

...*o for ,u , ; f tt,e 9 , vera u * ^.xi., :.. , :-.,,-. ,:*r icl.i--. oa cry Miitcit-J-- 
*• Ut *e ■- I'll bit y*u ;>,a! . , . .ayt-far-an-^c ■-- - , f , >MM | 

*•»••----<: *"-' fcifc ~iTSs.li.3-.' rf t,. ic 5 •, it"-, i--: -:.;., ,r.f. ii t..I-, i .- 



04 v»» billon m wb«a I c*u y«« *m :/■.:■ wm so mm mm 
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tt S fc0 '"' ■' " ■■ ■-• : : '■ «'-'U- :md -,? ".?.. tv-si v.; r^ ; ,.v .ta:>e- is >-oi^? to 
■i ':■•••'•! >> *••->.< net •..'/• !. Iv r.'--£l< ::o vY-t aft "f? fry lis; • ti> ta.ll *;s* 

■-•-■■'• • ■•■■'" — " ' " v-i u." .Y ■. *< ■:.<•, -Yc-. Ui:.~, 7-k. aa or---.- -Yr- 

' •'' ' • -" ■ ''"-'- Y" ; Y. -J" t-ar: =;r<vW ,.. ' ;.irr- J -■ sh-mtv tt, hit t's« 

other side! . ... *t.-, nr vov don't! 

• »-A;*.- ;.ii Yi-e ^•--r-t:\ivi: ; ;. ;ibrt:.>«- . I" ':?*'«,;. -■ s1;\. r ■:- •. Y ^ : off 

"••'-' *■'''■• ''-l" "•'■ '•■■ICiTS. instr.,-.;: C-f ;, t ■•: i:- '.««, •,{; Si;-;,., .V'L < ; ; -;«; 

■ AMlf end wHUy MM MH MM Mt*t< sad say, 'ft#sre t tak* this 
too* ,..,...,fflf, not" — MdU KM •&! c.od**r» ' - -- l'"< not 

ayery Inch « t»ar! It Ml l>>'iy MM! MB Ul KM Mfe ( MM 

- •• • •'■ :>r»e fe#ck s .•-.< furt.hert'.,r* ' ; . <,-.•■-■ : :.!"-:< MM 

>•■-•'' """ ' '--J-.'-'* '-' ; :; I "■' :i'.;: *'' --.•;■. yr.-.-* v;;:; -■.;; LY" fitSt!"' 

...♦I he 1 ?!? r««st;n to believe thai t -.-■ ?v v^^-i -vrple MM MM mM MM -< : ?ay 
«ft*r J**ua Christ MM to U» MMM ^unan MMM Mil ;. MA tt is 

: "-' : - -Ao : :2: !>• „-t'i ■ ■ .. r,ri?:vir.3u :.-■ .... c :...;, ■;■;•;!■.;■.,; by kY!«Yi KvJ.l e;w. ';:■;, 
. I rl I MM . 

Bo 1 supMM EM I se eoesnt w<s MM . .••• Mm two quag timet 
— jwir_attjrii ■ ,-. Mally__want ayil to Y outwitted? 
...ars<J same o r I I MM| ' : Clj elll tawi to anawar, w«li v not vaxy MMhl 
•-:;■■-;■;.;" ..-i.I ? If -•-'■; *■£* tu ju-i,.^ u* l>v t,u> ««;; • - r .•..^,-. ..-.■■ .., .-:t-.c t ; -f.' .: : a; w. 
r^.-jct. 5ny rjsscfc w>-i> "vr.s u^-n ;■;';.,■ :i:.. . i... to sit ia i,.-: MMMialia INt 
•■ ■ itl'< fiopie, ii. iii 'jurr-.tj. tj.-i.u,-: _;;rtr;tv..'; in ; to^ c-j; yut :,ay yj;.5ei ■/ : • 
MMM iwv MMM Utw(- r;ii.-'ri, IMtt livM Mri Mttf reiatiomtships bacayae 
-^'C-'- -' ; - -<?t fjr:,it I.-: ;:. :-\ ■-.-,. ' J 's Lc tha«sftlva«| Mm \$M Ml 

Mil tisat is iakar«»t ,' fcbdU situ tion? u«ia ■ .,:> uoi thaix first easRMHu 
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-*>t i; - Li-----i.= -..-.-i;l- t..v *1r«;t concern Its, .-jot, ;/hat is riiht? but who is 
rifht? 

- a ..riO, '*'■■•, ?<>*-, -;, : t; : 'i'iV fl.'toat Oi.it ?*r:M f , „m." c.^i" rr;.-:.- r.-i bc&-u 

center , 

■: t' :?;.•';: •?; ti;>' ! •; : r l^ciy-l--. lc< vr-.-.Ier! v-i. *:*," -.:,■..!. -.- . --in;-* -:,-•:■ ...;U-v- n>< 
tr-'. i-/ :, . t.i«.t "i.:,.':civ-ic: t ! ,;;t v; ..-.:■* "t. :;.,,'■ :-v,y ,;,;.; ,.■,' .:■'.: ^,,i utoil , 
- "^ '.■*■-• ' <■''•■ '•>■''- "lr>ut Lo ;i,vr i='. .<-,,,-' f. iv- ./r,.- -..{..kl ■:-.:;■.•■.■ ::■.:, :^;-u-t i ; 
■i ! ;i3 point of view. So there we »cw< . ■• ■- -•.-... ^|*.J[«r w« will g« 

I sey H "■'• WltA lU MM ftNMjNI ' MMA a NMN Mi Mf juwber 

of a«rri*»«* that could have bean sawed, I «r re,,-.:, ty certain o£ it ~- 

if only people knew how to iw«lla>w their \ ri<3el TU.-.r*..: ay.:- a,tf v,;i.-: ;: r -r" 
situations; : . .='.: later- personal relations'i-ips are toftlti. IMN a better 
biy IMUa MMM co.ae pi Mm Aoristot*, if only MM .■■-..<>••'•■■>;• M VvslfflM i>i>1 il 
v. •,-.}; , .. ■ .:■ ■ ■■: ■_■„ \, Lt, ■,../,. I J I --.n't .--■:.. .'-.% ..,'■: - -ju wbflftl* 1 

[ . ,J i:T«; - ,-i.-:x .. f.5*3:*fc »-i.O iivlVlil TS ui£ ■ - ..." «.' ; . ' 3< C .' ,■:.» ',;* 1 ;■;*■■. ■ .. 

.'-••:-• • ; ■.. .'..'i.i'i. ■; .-.rait J ';;. i m as V: .ivr,-r :■ • uu'j cfcosu'rv • , m<J E 

.;'■«'-::' ric*ii'; ';?;-c.:-:i>^& ; U :. -■ i ;■ l\ .■";.: ■.• -.-.ir- I'.va . > . ■ .;'•;■. \siu': ;?ow 
SO L ; -.s', Wtky ■ ; . . .;. ;.iC -'• . 'J?; .»"..: ....,,,-., Is. - , : zi •, :'«-•> -,-.,.. 

XIII Is atipposed ;-., ..v. etel.4 at :';... lewa i .ft of ■ ^^autid-ral® 

r 'j!; *ii. tkt r*;si v. . : . ua , .i*:c .» .r..-. tUi^l. ... .correct I ttt Ui« - > ■ . ■;>. .: 

»rget i-tiCu -■ - .:.- smetllwi t ,/..:-(■':■:..:.'.- '01 i "provin ( 'nmav rela~ 
;ic-»t ships. 

t.ii -.:; ,: !■-.••*: . : - ■: ■ 1.-Q-" ■■ ■-. t .■■...'■ ;"-:•■» .-■-:■ . .:: -■- . car; Lv 

RM ..'";.,' :. v,ic'.i i., :•. 'I..' ■•-... . ./■:■■. tr-.Ii ■:.■-;... .,...■:: ■'; . ;.>vl'*i; 

Wind done in tht perishas thnt they aervc fey MMll wh«w« feeliajjs have 



ig Chriatiaa rachtiiqtte' (6) 



be«a MM* or p.rh**, m»»| pfe, pjjMMMMl *, nw i. ad . r#aip ^ ^ 

^^ ■■•■ M **■ ■■ *'- I** 9 * icue, hy folk* ft* refuse to play 
bail acetyl?, • : .-. , «, ■..-•./ v =• >>» -• <- ■< ... .. 

"'■•' -*■" * ,: -•'••■ '■.'^■stl^ 1 tr,o»: i ,v .cc, ao you r«Uy v«at 

8VU £ ° ! • ■"' ■■■■■■ ■* ■* •■» ■* m a* mm *im,, » ---n... 

MM iiurt JMMl in ore*e to -ct- evil os; thr tu« ,. 

Th« MMMMl question ** |« ., ,.., ^^^ |g £ > jig . 

' iV tb ' :; -'"- : ^ '^' t0 > a * «ci«0 l'*« r, o^rned - ( ,ris 

tian prirtei L« - - ..,-*■■ ,..*.- , tn , ., . , £ , _ ... 

bIc * r ' ;rt '' i ■ ' - re- the i'Hcr. U- ,,.,- la, 

...^*,r, v»i _,..... ati ,-s MM M*n ■■&■ ; ave as 
Jeassu Christ "fhoa ted v<s Mil Km »— -*-*■ »-- .... 

' " '■ ■■.-.■-. Is r; - ■:;. £a g r | „ .-^ 

M* iookvi:.L H M4 to hM MM | . . ■.-,.■ . ,,_. 

1 ■"^ : "' : "» u u " ^*t«iia-..oi-i- u, .;-.5, ( ... . , ora! . r , Si , utl 

' - ■•: -raits, ,/,, Eca :, thi w . w ,... . ,, :i .,,, l ^. i .^ 

"■ V " r - >:; *" i,o:iot " --^ i^ :; — ^ ^■■•"T ,^-. ^ ., . uai , to .,,. ,.i-. Lit,: 
' '- ' '^" ' '• I MM MM MMMI MMV — th«rt MM p*o- 
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want to llvr. I-- a t-jori^ like that? 

Tae only runsor. Viy E oru of a*- are villia-, co yo on living Is 
because there are thosfl who ejplcy the Christian technique. Jeeua 
Christ cane and S; ;it: "Srasl. tin- vicious cycle ~ tree*: it!' 

And Re did. 
...and the -ore you think abou| It, Ifci r/.ort you'll discover the a-»cnr.nv 
wisdom that Hon in his racoreienc.-'.tion. 



(This 1 



t-:' ! '.-:cTi ■■ i >'- 
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Sevent h Sunday Afte r Trinity July 16, 1972 



"HOW TO FACE A PROBLEM " 

GRACE } Mercy and peace from God 
our Father and from his Son,, Jesus 

Chris t , o ur Blesse d Lord, jgjjgju 

when it mn to reading the Bible, I suppose you can divide people 
into different categories. For our purpose this morning, let me suggest that 
we divide thera into Category Huraber One: Those wh o rea d the Bible ana bel ieve 
in miracles; and. Category wumber Two: Th ose who read the Bible and do not be- 
lieve in miracles. 

I bring this to your attention because one of the three Lessons read 
in our service thus far is the Gospel Lesson for the Day. The Gospel Lesson 
for the Day is an account of a niracle performed by Jesus Christ. I find it 
rather intriguing;, and I dare say fascinating and t*» sorry for those who 
are turned off by the fact that it happens to be an account of a miracle. I'm 
sorry for people who don't believe in miracles — they miss so much. Thonuw 
Jefferson, bless his soul, with all his learning, third President of the United 
States., deist that he MM — he didn't believe in miracles. I have on one of 
the shelves in my study at the parsonage a very attractively-bound book — it's 
the Bible, if you please, 'according to Thomas Jefferson.' For Jefferson, not 
believing in miracles, went through the Bible, presumably scissors in hand, and 
cut out all references to the supernatural.,.. 

...he believed in God. lie believed in the teachings of 
God. But he just couldn't get around to believing in 
miracles. And you ought to know that this is the way 
his New Testament ends..... I think it reads something 
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like tlais s when it MM to the account of the life. 

of Jesus Christ: :i Then placed they the body of Jesus 

of Nazareth in the tomb, and put the stone at the 

door,'' Period. 
...well, if you don't believe in miracles;, you rule out the 
possibility of the Resurrection.,.. 
3ut I'm sorry for people who uon't believe in miracles,, for they allow them- 
selves to be turned off, by truth inherent, even in the performance of the 
miracle itself. 

We've always hao ■ , -neration of people, you see, who have had to 
have everything explained to them, and who honestly believe that they ami 
be able to appreciate and to ascertain the specific cause for every effect, 
and unless it's crystal clear to then, they rule out any further considera- 
tion of it. 

I'm fascinated by this miracle account that we have in the Gospel 
Lesson for today, because it deals with people^ it deals with meeting the needs 
of people. It brings to our attention the fact that there was a problem that 
had to be Mft« and if it's a title f or Miis ser.non that you want, hot; about 
trying this on for size: " How To Face A Problem . i? And the text — it's the 
5th verse of the 8th chapter of the Gospel according to aark, the words of our 
iilesseu. LMNtl 

' ' How many loaves do y ou have?' ' 

.low having said all of that, let me bring this to your attention , 
that each of us, no matter what his years may be, ought to keep a 'Notebook 
of the Soul 5 .... and in that 'Notebook of the Soul* be ou^lit to jot down fro: 
:•,;•:- to time the lessons that Life has taught him. For Life is the creat 
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teacher. 

Wow how it may be with you I uon't know, but in the ' Notebook of 
My Soul* one of the things that I keep jotting down is this; 
We're neve r without a problem. 

...whatever else I have learned so far in 
lifa, I have learned this., that as you pass from one stage to another you 
simply exchange one set of problems for another, honestly now, this can be 
said. , { 

I count it a great joy to spend some time with a little tyke of 
three years of age. He could hardly say the word,, but it came out like ; this? 
v! I have a problem" — a three-year-old S 

...the great- grandmother of that three-year-old, with whom I talk 
every now ana then — she tells me about her problems.... 
At whatever stage you may be in life* there is always a problem at hand! We 

... >ly exchange one set for another! Because this is true 5 I invite your 
earnest attention to the seroion, because there are right ways and wrong :#ays 
in facing a problem. 

t: me suggest to you that there are some people who are never aware 
of the fact that they have, a problem on their haiias 5 and this constitutes a 
problem for some of us -- trying to get them to see that they do have a 
problem! Significantly enough , in this case it was Jesus Christ who brought 
the problem to the attention of the people who were near BSm* In case you 
missed it a bit while it was being read., lot me refresh your memory. 

This was the time of the great popularity of the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, vlherever He went s He drew crowds. He was the carpenter' s~son- turned- 
preacher. And on this occasion, five thousand people were spell-bound by his 
preaching. , . *, 
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...don't tell me people won't listen to a preacher. I 
get tired of my colleagues who excuse themselves and say, 
"But people are tired of preaching!" 0h 3 I'm not unmindful 
of the fact that there is always this cascade of words being 
thrown upon us time and again, and from aany sources- but 
there are always those who will stop to pay attention to a 
man who believes what he is saying, to a man who has had a 
first-hand encounter with God ana who speaks out of the 
crucible of his own experience.... 
!*■ not so sure that people are tired of preaching .... they ' ro tired of poor 
preaching. And in the day of our Blessed Lord s they flocked to Jesus Christ 
because his preacbing was fresh. 

When iie talked to them, God became very real. And in the reflection 
of God they saw theaaselves for what they weee, and lo and behold, their fellow 
mm came into proper focus. There was something refreshing, renewing, restor- 
ing, by the words that they heard come from His lips. 

Well on this occasion they listened so well, mark you, that, talk 
about a miracle — they forgot what time it was! They even forgot that they 
hadn't taken time out to eati So Jesus Christ is aware of the fact that this 
...-.: i ::'„>.;„ „ <. „ 

...now, boys and girls , (present as a Sunday School class) 
there weren't any Janior hot Shoppes close at hand. ..no 
McDonald ' s ... no place where you could get a chunk of 
Kentucky fried chicken. * . . 

....it wmhm they wouldn't be able to 
get anything to eat until they got all the way home. For sorae people that was 
a long, long way. So our Blessed Lord said to His disciples, "These people 

:: to be fed." 5 This is the problem; they need to be fed. God himself takes 
the Initiative to bring to their attention the problem that may be at hand. 
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:.oc? s vriien the problem is brought to your attention, what do we do 
about it? Well there are certain ways to face it and certain ways we ought 
not to face it. There are sane people,, once they are made aware of a problem, 
do nothing but talk about the fact that there is a problem. ..and they get no 
farther. Back in my college days I used to enjoy talking to some of the 
students who were going into education. And I talked with then about their 
practice teaching down in the Borrough of Selinsgrova. Part of their responsi- 
bility then was to come back from the classroom situation and go over certain 
problems that they had encountered with the professor :L„ L.'. • : :;c int of : ;.».-.- 
cation. It's a good thing that they were students in that day and age, because 
they tolerated that professor — t*« not so sure that goday's generation of 
students would have done it -~- - they x-rould have torn him to bits. Because the 
poor chap., insensitive to what they had to experience, would invariably say to 
than when they would come to Mm, 'Well, that is a problem, isn't it?" 
— -■ that they knew already! They oidn't have to have him 
underline it for them. 
But for any number of people, that's just about the way it is — ■ aware of the 
problem s they keep repeating the fact; ;i I'tc got a problem. . . . .I've got a problem 

Then there is a second thing that can happen: when a person becomes 
aware of the fact that he has a problem, he may be challenged to examine his own 
resources. It's • good basic rule of therapy that eventually a man should see 
himself more a part of the answer than a part of the problem. So there are 
those who begin to take an inventory ..... and that's precisely what happened in 
this case. Jesus Christ said, t; How many loaves do you have?' 1 And they made 
the inventory. And one chap came up and said, We have so many loaves. 

How that's a xranderful thing — to discover that you do have something. 
But the poor fellow spoiled it all by saying » "But it's not enough.'. .. .and then 
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there are pelple who face a problem in that way — "The little that I have 

is so aeager against the problem that's so great "' 

...and then the lafient be-ins all over again: 'There isn't a 
ching that I can do about it because my resources are so limited." 

But Jesus Christ kept staring in the eye the fellow who happened to be 
nearest at hand. r 'How raany loaves do you have? 

"How many loaves do you have?" 

— '"Take the inventory - - ' 

Then Jesus Christ said, "Bring them to sie." How that's tae second 
thing that I can *rita down in the Notebook of My Soul. ' The first thing is 
this; Life has taught me already that you* 11 never be without a problem. 
the second thing is this: That God who is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is always waiting around tin M to show us hot/ we can get a toe-hold on that 
profcleri — trying to reveal to us some way by which we can :;et leverage. This 
I most certainly believe. So you have Jesus Christ saying, "Bring ae the lit- 
tle that you have, and let's begin with that. !! And as soon as that happened, 
the miracle began to take shape. 

I suppose at this point in the seraoa I ought to invite our fellow 
I II 111 I Tl and frieiiA, Joe NfefeMfc, to the pulpit. Joe, at scuc of you vaay know, 
is heaa. of the 7;ivisicu Ji C l&:±oZy~< i--. -- ."■-■/ la ■^-^^ ~- --- 11 "- '-ec^se 
Vm quite interested in this part tuat Itl going to introduce into the seraon 
now..,. of ail tilings, OWt in the O2arl.cs in Arkansas, a tiny village, of 300 
people, there's a haptist preacher who has MM up with a chemical solution 
which is being proven as a bona fide device in correct: « pollution problem 
ia our automobiles. Can ftm imagine that! A number of years ago he was a 
student at the University of Arkansas. He to I MM than an ordinary interest 
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in chemistry, fe never got it out of his system In quite recent tiae he's been 
quite taken by the fact that this problem of pollution cannot be ignored any longer. 
tom, nobody asked him to do anything about it, and he might have reasoned within 
himself, 'But I'm only a poor beknighted Bap tiara preacner in the Ozarks, in a tiny 

insignificant village' hut impressed by the fact that there was a problem, and 

he had just a little bit of learning a little bit of knowledge, he began where he 
was. And the authorities tell us that his device is 59^ juore effective than what 
the manufacturers in Detroit, have come up with this year! 

What's the point in my MtULn,; you this? To face a problem you begin 
where you are with what you have. It s doesn't behoove any man to say he wishes 
he were somewhere else. You don't happen to be some else — you happen to be 
where you are. The point to begin is xJhere you are. And you begin with what you 
have. And I honestly believe that this good God of ours fett always given us 
enough by which to begin! 

9m you may say to yourself, I'm not an expert in pollution problems, 
I'm not a chemist. Alright, forget it for the moment. But let as tell you 
this- no matter where you are, you're surrounded by a multitude of people. This 
is the day of the multitude. You can't escape it. And around us on. every hand 
are people who are going to faint bv the wayside — they're going to bog down 
before they finish their earthly pii ri :e. And in the meantime, God is saying 
to us: 'What are you going to do about it? How much compassion, how much concern 
are you going to have for somebody else?' 1 God has given every single one of us 

enough love by which tc begin, where we are 

..-and the greatest problem in the world today is the lack of love. 
And you and I have enough with which to begin! where we are! And the little 
that we have, put into God's hand, becomes a lot! That's the way miracles are 

ft * A ft 

(This sermon transcribed as recorded) 



Sermon - Pastor Ivayi-wmd St 

T he Nineteenth Sunday After Tri nity Omtmk mt %, 1972 

■VI LWJ-S ti_THi CHAIN" 

(laaiafc 45:5) 

HI HORLD is so MM with us, God, 
that v;e have so little time to do 
this sort of t&iag, to allot,,' the 
Utfli to be quieted and the heart to 

be hushed, that hope Tally we might 
;>ive better attention to instruction 

la fouv m M « M*d mm very Mfpy U 

that could happen right now, at tais 

time and in this a lacs. Thro i 

Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our L ord. Ante n. 

fM title of the sernon shout to be preached is simply 'AS LXXKS Hi 
/ . CHAIH OF GOD'S PURPOSE/ And t ; ;ere is a MM, it's the 5th verse mt ti& 
.-ronhecy of Isaiah, the 4MI chapter- no less. Joe is speaking to a riair-believer, 
God has chosen Mm MMftMMft, KMM* the prophet, to MBt MB declaration. 

For some of as it seems MMM incredible that Go.. WBHl< MMk this 
Mf tc somebody who cloesn'c MW to* to someone who has never tlMmi aile- 
ft f mi to — » r Mt there Ml MM surprising MMM on the MJM »f Ml Good. 
MM. .-mar this- t M %M UH B pd tMM 1» M« •!— «■•«• j« M — « WMM 

me. I tirdttd yon, «mr though yea did aot know «a. 
Now you won't forget what's already beer- I ltd Mil you? Mi, HfMfillfti thro:.. 
.-.is aouthaiece, directs these WMTM to ■ MB Ms MM ■»• ■MllHlllUIti ■ - " n - 
is saying to hin- 'I : r jsi-.s.' you, ~.t>.- Vr-. givir.v vox; strength. IM <irMUfl you 

is )m} direction, and Vm putting M* to •M* in E ^ MM« 

, , . for that ! l specifically 

MM G.-., 114 MM Cyrus, the Persian king. 

Archbishop Gillian Temple, a MM *M you M0K not to fMMt, t^as a 

>>reat soul tor Jesus Carls t. Ml MM, as- MM o£ ■ say, far before his time. 
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He had so much to give. de haii already given so much. Archbishop ft 1 Iff 
Temple very innocently observed on one occasion that God das a lot of other 
things in w hich -e's interested besides religion. How when Archbishop Temple 
said that, he shook ud • lot of people, because they weren't quite billing to 
accept the concent that God does have I lot of other things in which he's 
latere^ tad bcsldas reii^rioi.'. 

For Son taa, aha that va'ffa tfUXinf to aa«dc it or not, -oust of us 

lirit 1 ! i;lc«;ii. sacred liallo, ot M re noc about to accept anything, by way 

©I ptonouucc-.es. L. ui ; .■, ... iu.it.sb it bears the iwptl n atu r, e peculiar bran.;... 
a particular brand of | a a al a t known M ecclesiastics. Archbishop Temple said, 
and propaxly to, <.-o^ uaa a iot 01 other things ia wttiat) Bo's interested, 

liSSiuCis Vej.i54.Oii. 

Im iui thosa oi us who reac fcfca Coot; boot", this really ought not to 
startle us., because that nost beloved of all aaasasjaa in taa Bible — the words 
will rnna co yoni Ttaa iirsneeiaceiy whexi 1 announce it as John 3tl6 ■ — mwlndl 
us that Bo d so loved too world...., 

. ...ti.--:. Of loning VMTM of Kha Sacred Writi?-,.- 

In the beyinniu. . Cod created the yorl d - - ' 
....this is ...i.is entire .j orcein. And because Baa 1 created the world and because God 
loves the worlu, that gives HiXi a far wirier field in which to novo around and 

■rata than siivply the confines that wc yive to 31a within the limitations of 
an ecclesiastical structure. 

OW having said all of this, and hopefully believing that you agree, 
let's :;«ove M now a ait \ rth it , and adf-iit that when Goci. wants to gat aSBS what 
Ba wants to aeeotaalla] y not necessarily limit ITImaalf to church people! 

If God has other interests besides religion, then Ba say have his moments when in 
order to get done what He has in : Ba may use people other than those who are 
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within the church and tha sy^.-ror-ue. ' ->ir, r r^cr yo,i c \ < v..- --,. . r ; = ien 
God saw fit to mm M f MB ly , when Cod Ml fit to |*M M his Blessed Son, our 
Lor MM 11 X 11 , | L .,/ t turn to - BMMt, cr a MUM... o .,i. : h t a«n ; , ..round 
the te -: or tho nj-nasogue. lie found His way into a carpenter's shop, and ae 
MM MM Pit* Um Mil MlfJM MBBBaBj Ml MM shoulder Mi the heart of a MM 
named Joseph. Ar.d ha ^air 'You're the Kan!" 

. ...thur ■: iool-ed around i:'or a. 
peasant girl, a BMM, perhaps, to who. MM MB people M 
attention, and He said, ^ arvh 
...later M m'vp. oni-< of her, * iT hleMBl Mt tho:- • M MMttf UbmbJ 1b the fruit 

of MM MM>! • MlimlMli great honor and |MtM to her ......not r a. .. 

School teacher..... not | eaurch deacon, not | MlBBtS, not a Lavite. MB ^or MM 
of us, MB don clerical collars an.; ecclesiastics! MM*, Ml y w.r ? BMBBBlf 
unsettJin; and Fi-nificaatly disturM^. . " nr 3C . r , : , of % , s> rr ,, ,,. jr , ;J , >s , reJ?u ._ 
larly, for MM of m MB pray our BBJBBM fBtttfelly, for soae of us who BMW BJ 
M BBi with « BJB ■ I U BMWMMMW ~- thin BMBBJ I MB* Ml nronor jB&ft, But 
when red mill to get something cone as He had never MWllI before, li MBBBl M 
a carpenter, and to a peasant <>ir.l. 

Oh, ana you're not fMgBttittg, BM vou, When he bwMB IB corral the 
BBMBt, and to MMBf Mtthful followers and to recruit MB Mt the frlimBM. there 
BMta li U Vt MBg around the gfBBM I I or Mi BBMSb, M Kent MM BJ MB Mlllf. 
and lie said to the fellow who was MJil his tents, 'You're the MBit" 

. . . 7 'e was vra.h ii ; iown the street BMl M MM M ■ Mia who BM 
MBW&BJ b**M, I MB BllMttt, Mi M Bfttol, 'You're the one!" 
Mf granted M/Ml ta&Mffcl BM* I BB, within their li-itationn, yet while 
they were to U EBb»J BAM** Ml B W *J M, yet they were not ■llMllllKI •* I 
holy order. Well, this raayhe you BB .: without too such difficulty, beca. M 
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they VMM still believers, tat what are you Mtag to do with this text for 
MMf*i MMMftt - - " tad Mi goes deliberately outside the realr, ti those 
;-.ex< r-:c... •'.;:.. o :. ■ • ,- ■..; ■-■yr\-:c. u--.- '. ai';d-x '-.in.-, n-,t r, :udi.,-tc.r. 

Cyrus W ■ ,dte a fallow, alri^t. i.a'd established quite a MM 
for himself. And surely ;. ■ nil the tributes that were paid to Mi after 
his real,, tad 1MB completed, they would never have singled out td.*t dp vas cue 
one who allovc- . 5 . .. to go bad: hxa::a. As far as the official cdndder 

was MMMMA, Kfcta Ml - • I i-.a-.d ' 5. luat tdi.v.;. ta* H 0tf I Ml -recorder 

of the Goo-u tee i i concerned, is aid ., a '* uouthgtiece, £4 »*yi»j te dvrus, Mt 
Persian sdla fe , *'■ K«tat F*»l ta» ta»'t tat* He tat fM*<* |ttaf M aecorsplish 
ny purposed' fee Cyree, the ei dL* loj .. ■-..•• to thi peox beo: tw Jew ta 
captivity, Soi triwiteve] i*ey beve b een tta g e e e on thai he .....;.. noaetaeleee in cm 
■::*, i -:t. of Gou — Cjrrue, toe Pexelea kieg eays, 5 don't you O o ...>.. ^i l.'_. ■:;.-■.... 
you your chance K ta fatal tad so the poor . I pitta MMf at Jews, who had 
been in captivity, went back to Jerusalem. 

;.v>? a>-.aia i say to you, 0#4 is e*tal tfi -•'■■' '• ■ dlsu -...is purpose., stretches 
out His nana now una touches ..; aea vta ita Bft-t believe In iiist, and wno, it might 
ta said, was not MAM »1 tta fact ttat M «as a lial la Kta chain of Gc-'s pur~- 
i>oseS taw these taints i can say to you; that Go- is ambitious, IM ta aner- 

patoU, fed das not turn.d d: UMfc I fftiMt this M9&4, God nas any nur-ber of 
M4 tatagl in nine for us. fod's ;,- I ■ to see that tnoy -.or. done! tta** MM* 
to see that his MSMM is MIMfUllwI. tai ( the undiscourageable one, is going 
to have fit pMMM accomplished ii one way or another' toft like as not, in order 
to get dl. e w r ye— •••* - ! - : •*•*» ta*U stretch >:orth it* tata M)l reac:; for ■ 

human beta , ta m tod*! preferred tm»twmuut is siway? a taan tatag. bi fact, 

I don't know of «ffftbia| that Md fi ver |MB done — significantly so, if one taay 
use that characterization — - without using a human being. So Cod looks upon human 
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belt--? as instruments in his hand. 

God eses roople. And that's to be said in the better sense, And. all 
of -..-. alike efa M iMttMMi in Ua banc. :Iow an instrument is a tool, and a 
tool sometimes can be piafci I and used •— it helps to MCtaplisli a purpose — 
then the ton], ean be put asi^e. /.iw cd^t's it! And rnaj M ect say that a tool 
nay be completely unaware of Cbe fat* feat it's teflm aaagfcg a*, and ticking pos- 
sible a very wonderful thif . 

But God doesn't want us siiuply to be seen aa tools. Sad doesn't want 
OS si:vply to he seen as instr.. ta, tad, Hf la aaaa) | ■ | ratae* I aastt at to 
be seen as partners , as people who aaka themselves available, as people who enter 
la to the aerfecaaaea of i aaa*% who delight in aatag |t*t •! it. 

tew X . Bt M aaa the question: Are. yea a tool, or avi vaa I partner? 
Annie King, bless her eeal, about three hours ar.o ret ->_.....■ t it r.iciiir; iarJeEb 

over in Takoma Park, as she vaated la M Beta at church early and on tiMe, to 
help open the doors;. , . . ,aad those of you who feaav Annie kaaw very well that no 
sooner was aaa seated in Cat I P ft M taj '<■ an toldi. ; ay a store. Ana her 
Favorite conversation these days is BBB end state ej aba world. And we can 
d terataad bar great concern. The cob driver said to '.,er, as at re...... with 

Annie, that the world is in a .'.ess. In fact, sold the cab driver, it's so bad 
that only the good God i a klf can save it am. set it straight. 

.....I'r: aat so sure that the cab driver is ahaelataly correct. Sa% 
he's correct fa saying that onlv 8e« M ' • ntl involved, eaa ; ret aa aat of the 
ness. Cut Cod, to fat aa out of this aaaa, will have to use us, - - - if 1 la 
purpose is going to be aeeeaftllahed , 601 baa no hands axaapt aaa baada, Bad has 
no fast except orr fsoc - ■■ ':■'. '■::.:■■ '■'■■ Jv-j? ericevt. nwr lips, i? in vrork is to 
be aaaa la the world to • v 

:on't have the words readily available for use, but ay friend Alex. 
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ita mm! MM* MM IM you, MMM l l H f MM. M M M I MH*WH, |M M** 
MS MM HMMI MB* MM M MMV »*■ violin, Ml |&MM It MM1 to be 

,layc.., ev^jyr -annot — < ~r.tor.-io Straf.avari^ violin without Mtonio! 

.iow, ay friend, eoa-a ciay it will be your lot, as it -ill M MM. to 
coiae to the enc or * M*M> >dl |rt«WJii »■ that vJIi *• ■**■« of ■ 

hno WS . M only MM U'l inevitable. Ml it r.ouid MAI M MM Ml MM* »• 
the Loru, stan.dir- there at the j.*te, at tM lU M MlH M* MMM, Mf s«y It 

M, MMJ MM ftM), MH I MMM of | l II I « •* ■■■ M~ Ml MMtMM 

MM he Mt MV may he this^ ' : -That on earth were yon M*M* 
. ...Thl'i ||M Ml t:w cue to the M*fM* MMMTt 
I wan about rv Father's business." 
... P Qci that's trhrt it -n:>r: P to he a -.-.rfcr-or vbJrh ir so".-tM.vv "K>re tun,.-, b^ir.'.? 
a tool. 
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(This MI'W tlMlrt %•< as recor-'e^) 



Sermon - Pastor Raymond Shaheen 

Reformation Day October 29, 1972 



GRACE, MERCY and Peace from God our 
Father and from His Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Blessed Lord. Amen. 



Several episodes, if you please. 

Episode #1 It was at this time of the year, 1517 — is that 

the date? — when that devout man of God, a good priest of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church, a learned professor at the University of Wittenberg, went to 
the door of the Castle Church, All Saints' Church, and posted there ninety- 
five things that he would be very happy to discuss with people ninety- 
five things which he honestly believed, if they were frankly discussed on 
the basis of Scriptural truth, might bring about some honest changes in the 
Church of Jesus Christ which he dearly loved. That's Episode #1. 

...and in that Episode #1 there were those who said what happened 
that night in Wittenberg left a repercussion which the Church of 
Jesus Christ continues to feel even to this very day.... 

Episode #2 Picture her, if you please, I find no fault with it, 

a little old lady, white-haired, in tennis shoes, getting special permission 
to enter a prison. She trips down the corridor and slips under the door of 

a cell a copy of the New Testament she had heard that in that particular 

cell there was one of the worst criminals ever to be admitted in that jail 
in Tokyo. She says not so much as a word. .. .trips lightly .. .goes away. 

Before she got there, and after she was there, she turned frequently 
to God in prayer. The net result was that that hardened criminal gave his 
1-,-f-, t-r> Tpo.ii-, n-1 t-i' g t- hpraiisp ht= happpneri to have read in the Book that she 
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left about Jesus Christ. 

Episode #3, if you please - - Is it May 25, 1735, in Aldersgate 
Street Mission, at a quarter-to-nine — when a devout priest of the Church of 
England, as he himself said, "found his heart strangely warmed" as somebody 
was standing up there in that meeting-place talking about something that he 
had read in the Scriptures, according to the interpretation of a man named 
Martin Luther. 

In each instance the transformation of life and personality set in 
because somebody took seriously what the Holy Scriptures say. 

There's a main thoroughfare that in Gettysburg National Cemetery 
that runs right through the campus of the Lutheran Theological Seminary. 
That means that the townspeople who go that way, and the tradesmen, and tour- 
ists in particular, take note of the statue that's near the Church of the 
Abiding Presence. It's a statue commemorating Martin Luther. Luther is 
seated, as was the custom of teachers in his day. Now to the best of my 
knowledge, anybody who knows anything at all about Martin Luther does not 
stop to ask as to what the book is that he has in his hand. They know full 

well that it's the copy of Sacred Scripture for you cannot separate the 

teacher from the text — you cannot separate the Reformer from the Bible. 

I submit to you that like as not, in any critical moment in history 
you'll always find a man with a book.... 

...as I told you before, you cannot separate Karl Marx from Das 

Capital you cannot separate Augustine from the Confessions 

you cannot separate Darwin from The Origin of the Species 

you cannot separate the Apostle Paul from the New Testa- 
ment you cannot separate the Reformer from the Good Book... 

Alwaya aL any critical uiuiueiiL luuius the man on the he ^ iaon with the text i n 
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his hands. We give credit on this day to those who have transformed the 
world of which they are part. We give credit to those who have transformed 
the Church of Jesus Christ and called it to renewal and to re-formation, 
because they were girded and sustained by the Scriptures. 

For anyone who knows anything at all about the life of Martin Luther 
- - priest, professor that he was, he had that period in his life when he 
was without any peace of soul. Even when he stood before the altar cele- 
brating Mass, he trembled because he could not honestly believe that God 
could forgive him his sins. He knew peace only after he wrestled with the 
Scriptures, and the Scriptures ( ) him and brought him the peace of 
God that passeth all understanding. .. .so much so that Martin Luther could 
refer to the Scriptures saying, "The Scriptures bring us to Jesus Christ." 
There is another Episode to which your attention must now be called. 
There was a Col. Chapman who had charge of a contingent of prisoners during 
World War II who were confined to one of the islands in the South Seas. 
Recognizing the sad state of the men under his charge, for whom he con- 
tinued to have responsibility, he believed something had to be done to help 
occupy their time and boost their morale. Whether it was his suggestion 
or not, I can't tell you, or whose suggestion it might have been — somebody 
said, "Why don't we spend our time reading the Bible?" 

...well no doubt there were those in that group who had decided 
at one time if they ever had time they would read the Bible. Well now they 
had time. So they began reading the Bible, began reading it together. They 
hever finished reading the Scriptures. Somewhere, somehow along the line 
they lost interest and put the Bible aside. 

Still believing that their time had to be occupied somehow, one day 
somebody brought forth a copy of the Oxford Dictionary so somebody said, 
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"Let's study the dictionary, word by word." Would you believe me when I tell 
you that they were absolutely fascinated and intrigued in their word study? 
— the like of which they never gave to the study of the Bible. 

Now my question to you.... on this day when we recognize our debt to the 
Reformers and based what they did upon Scriptures ... .on this day when we 
recognize the transforming touch which comes to the Scriptures, I have to 
ask you: If this is the way we feel about the Bible, why do we find our- 
selves, like as not, in the company of those prisoners on an island in the 
South Seas? We have a measure of respect for it, but when it comes to 
sticking with it and reading it earnestly and diligently, we may lose inter- 
est. 

In the personal interviews that I have with the confirmands at Bethany, 
I talk with them about some of the things I honestly believe have helped me 
to grow as a Christian. I talk about three things in particular, and one is 
reading the Bible consistently, and I suggest to them that they may want to 
do it, and even give them a readable copy of the New Testament. And quite 
frequently, I must tell you, I draw a blank on their faces, because they 
just can't quite picture themselves each day spending a portion of time doing 
nothing but reading the Bible. And yet they're wonderful kids, and with all 
the ardor of my soul I give them credit for wanting to be confirmed in the 
Christian faith. 

Well, I'll shift gears for the moment and I'll talk about you. I'm 
reasonably certain that you respect the Scriptures, and in every single home 
that's represented here now there is a copy of the Bible. And it could be 
that for 75% of you, you have a Bible on the bed-stand — within reach. I 
think this could be said. Yet if I were to take a poll right now, and say, 
"Will you please stand, those of you who have already on this day read a 
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chapter in the Bible" - - - some of you might never again come back to 
Church . 

By the same token, if I were to suggest that maybe we might ask the 
question: How many of you spend as much time reading the Bible as you give 
to reading the sports page in the daily newspaper? .. .the editorial page.... 
..the financial page? I would hope that you do read these pages, I would 
not fault you at all. But as one who stands with the Good Book in front of 
him Sunday by Sunday, as one who is in duty bound to root and ground all 
that he preaches and teaches according to sacred writ, as one who once took 
a promise that as a minister of the Lutheran Church he would preach and 

teach the Word of God I am in duty bound to bring to your attention the 

desirability and the necessity to read the Scriptures. 

But I have been in the ministry long enough and I've rubbed shoulders 
with you long enough to know that it isn't that you don't cherish the Bible. 
But the fact remains that you may not read it as much as you should, and my- 
self as well. Could there be reasons why this should be so? 

Somebody has advanced the reason that we don't read the Bible because 
it's a very somber-looking volume. So often it's printed in forbidding 
black. Maybe if we printed the Bible in more attractive colors people might 

be more induced to reach for it 

. . .well, the American Bible Society has heard you. And if you 
ever visit the headquarters of the American Bible Society in 
New York you'd be thrilled by the way the Bible is now being 
printed in attractive colors .... 

....the very lovely and gracious lady who conducted the devotions 
for us when we had fellowship suppers reached for a Bible in the 
Office of Youth Ministry. She couldn't believe herself that it 
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was a Bible, because when I go up there, my eye falls upon a particular 
shelf that the Assistant Pastor has up there, with the series of New Testa- 
ments — attractively bound — with very clever photographs on the inside, 
and the pages read like paragraphs in a book, not so much split up, you see, 
with these difficult verses. 

Do you think people read the Bible more frequently now because it 
comes colorfully bound, attractively prepared in an interesting format? 
Two members of this congregation have become instrumental in getting attrac- 
tive Bibles, 6500 in number — they're going to make them available for free 
distribution through the Gideons at Montgomery College. It could be that 
because they have an attractive format, that they might be read. 

There are some people who say we don't read the Bible because we 
haven't time. But we sleep. And we eat. And we see that certain things 

that we want to do get done 

....There are some people who admit that they don't read the Bible 
because they're not much interested in the things that happened four thou- 
sand years ago, two thousand years ago. Well maybe they could build a case 
there because they tell us that for the first time we have a generation of 
young people who are hard-pressed to have any kind of an appreciation for a 

sense of history because right now they're growing up at a time when 

the immediate is always upon us. Who has time to think about the War 
Between the States? — when practically every news report now is talking 
about what's happening in Southeast Asia? We're constantly being bombarded 
by what's happening now that we have little time to think about what happened 
two thousand years ago. And yet the great purpose of history is to serve as 
teacher . 

Some people honestly admit that they don't read the Bible because 
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they've lost interest in God. God no longer is a formidable factor in their 
lives. That would be a sad thing to have to admit, yet whether we admit it 
or not, maybe that's the reason why many of us don't read the Bible, because 
unconsciously they've, we've lost interest in God. It's this interest bit, 
you see. 

Whenever I go back to the parsonage about the time the postman has come 
I discover that Winifred has gathered the mail up and put it on the stereo 
there in the hall. I'm quite honest with you when I say that the first mail 
that I look for, as I separate it, you see, is a letter from Jon, our son who 
lives in Brooklyn. I have a close relationship with the writer of that let- 
ter, you see — I'm quite eager to hear what he wants to say, what may be of 

concern to me because it's of concern to him 

...there are six of us who grew up in our family. My sister Helen 
is the only one who does any letter-writing in the family, so when I get a 
letter from Helen it's quite an event in my life and I am eager to read it 
because I have a close relationship with these five people. .. .I'm quite inter 
ested in knowing what they're thinking and what they're doing. And quite 
frequently what they're thinking and doing to this very day has some influ- 
ence on my life. 

Could it be that if you and I recognized the fact that we still have a 
relationship with God and God still has a relationship with us, and through 
the Scriptures God's trying to get some message across to us, God's trying to 
tell us something — it could be that we might reach for our Bibles more fre- 
quently, if we kept fresh the recognition of the fact that God's still think- 
ing about us.... God still has something to say to us. 

The Apostle Paul, who loved the Scriptures and helped write them, once 
T^rote to a young man by the name of Timothy, in the 3rd chapter of his 2nd 
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Letter, the 16th verse, how he ought to recognize what Scripture is. He 
says, it's inspired by God.... it's profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training and righteousness. He was tailing about 
the Bible - the book that Bruce Barton said, a number of years ago, is the 

book that everybody owns, nobody reads 

...that's a terrible note on which to 
end this sermon. 



(This sermon transcribed as recorded) 



